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(Order No. 5, Current Series) 
CITY OF PITTSFIELD 
In the year one thousand nine hundred and eighteen. 


AN ORDER 


Providing for the printing of the Annual Reports 
and of the City Manual. 


In Board of Aldermen, January 7, 1918. 
ORDERED: 


I. That the Joint Committee on printing be hereby 
authorized and directed to cause to be printed five hundred 
copies of the annual reports of the several city officers and 
departments for the year 1917, in such style and manner as 
it shall deem proper. 

2. That the Mayor's inaugural address delivered Janu- 
ary 7, 1918, be printed with the annual reports above provided 
for. 

3. That the committee cause to be printed such addi- 
tional number of separate reports as may be deemed necessary 
by the several boards and officers issuing the same, and ap- 
proved by the committee. | 

4. That the committee cause to be printed five hundred 
copies of the Manual of the City Government for the current 
municipal year together with the Rules and Orders of the City 
Council in such style and manner as it shall deem proper. 


Approved, January 8, 1918. 


Office of the City Clerk, 
January 8, 1918. 


A true copy. 
Attest: 
MILLER D. STEEVER, 
City Clerk. 
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CITY COUNCIL, 1918 


MAYOR 
WILLIAM C. MOULTON 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN 


President 
LEMUEL G. LLOYD 


Ward | 
JOHN W. CASEY 


Ward 2 
WALLACE S. MILLER 


Ward 3 
CHARLES A. TEBEAU 


Ward 4 
MANSON R. WHITE 


Ward 5 
FRANK H. BEARDSLEY 


Ward 6 
JOHN C. MARSHALL 


Ward 7 
LEMUEL G. LLOYD 


Clerk 
MILLER D. STEEVER 


Regular Meeting of the Board of Aldermen: 


Second and Fourth Mondays of each month, ` 
at 7.45 o’clock in the evening. 
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COMMON COUNCIL 


President 


WILLIAM H. BARRINGER 


Ward 1 


ROBERT M. HARNEY 
GEORGE SCANLON 


Ward 2 


THOMAS L. COFFEY 
FRANK F. MARTINEAU 


Ward 3 


MARTIN T. McMAHON 
EDWARD P. COONEY 


Ward 4 


WILLIAM H. BARRINGER 
ROBERT E. WAGNER 


Ward 5 


GRENVILLE N. WILLIS 
JESSE O. BUCKWALTER 


Ward 6 


DAVID A. McARTHUR 
JOSEPH F. McGUIRE 


Ward 7 


ARTHUR J. FEIL 
RALPH M. O'CONNELL 


Clerk 
SANFORD L. DESMOND 


Regular Meeting of the Common Council: 


Wednesdays After the Second Monday of Each Month, 
at 8.00 p. m. 
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES 


Accounts: 


Aldermen Miller and Tebeau. 
Councilmen Wagner, Martineau and Harney. 


City Farm and Poor: 


Aldermen White and Casey. 
Councilmen McGuire, Feil and McMahon. 


Assessment and Collection of Taxes: 


Aldermen Marshall and Miller. 
Councilmen O'Connell, Buckwalter and Cooney. 


Claims: 
Aldermen Tebeau and Marshall. 
President Barringer. 
Councilmen Wagner and Buckwalter. 


Finance: 


The Mayor, Aldermen White and Tebeau. 
President Barringer. 
Councilmen Harney, Willis and McArthur. 


Fire Department of the City Council: 


Aldermen Lloyd and Casey. 
President Barringer. 
Councilmen Feil and Coffey. 


Fuel and Street Lights: 


Aldermen Beardsley and Marshall. 
Councilmen Feil, McGuire and Scanlon. 


Highways, Bridges and Culverts: 


Aldermen Beardsley and Casey. 
Councilmen Willis, Coffey and Cooney. 


Ordinances: | 

Aldermen White and Miller. 

Councilmen Willis, McMahon and Scanlon. . 
Printing: | 

Aldermen Lloyd and Marshall. 

Councilmen McArthur, Wagner and O'Connell. 
Salaries: 

Aldermen Miller and Casey. 

Councilmen Buckwalter, Cooney and Martineau. 
Public Property: 


The Mayor, Aldermen White and Tebeau. 
President Barringer. 
Councilmen Harney and Scanlon. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN 


Elections and Returns: 
Aldermen Casey and Miller. 
Electric Wires: | 
Aldermen Beardsley and Marshall. 
Enrolled Ordinances and Resolutions: 
Aldermen Tebeau and White. 
Police: 
The Mayor, Aldermen Lloyd and Beardsley. 
Licenses, Weights and Measures: 
Aldermen White and Casey. 
State and Military Aid and Soldiers’ Relief 
Aldermen Marshall and Casey. 


Street Railways: 
Aldermen Lloyd, Tebeau and White. 
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COMMON COUNCIL 


Elections and Returns: 


. Councilmen Coffey, McMahon and McGuire. 


Enrolled Ordinances and Resolutions: 


Councilmen O'Connell, Martineau and McArthur. 


xV 


CITY OFFICERS, SUPERINTENDENTS, ETC. 


Mayor ..... NICO TCR PENES William C. Moulton. 
City Clerk ................. Miller D. Steever. 
Assistant City Clerk idem ede Miss Elizabeth A. Nugent. 
City Treasurer .............. Fred M. Platt. 

City Auditor ............... Edgar T. Lawrence. 
City Solicitor ............... John Barker. 

City Physician eee teu ee ...Harry H. Bard, M.D. 
Collector of Taxes ........... Clifford H. Dickson. 
Clerk of Tax Collector ........ Judson H. Shaffer. 
Clerk of Committees ......... George M. Durant. 
Inspector of Buildings ........ John H. Flynn. 
Inspector of Wires ........... William F. Francis. 
Inspector of Plumbing........ William J. Cahill. 
Sealer of Weights and Measures. John F. O’Kane. 
Assessors .................. Joseph H. Moran, 


Fred H. Purches, 
Arthur F. Dodge, 
Mr. Moran, Chairman. 


Board of Public Works ....... Edward J. Spall, 
George W. Faulkner, 
Frederick D. Retallick, 
Mr. Spall, Chairman. 


Clerk, Board of Public Works ..Louis B. Cummings. 
Engineer, Board of Public Works Arthur B. Farnham. 


Supt. of Water Works ........ Charles W. Biladeau. 
Supt. of Streets and Roads ..... William Mahon. 
Water Inspectors............. John J. O'Connell, 


Michael L. Foley. 


Board of Health ............ Charles J. Langlois, M.D., 
James A. O'Neil, 
LeRoy E. Shaw, 
Dr. Langlois, Chairman. 


Overseers of Poor ........... Henry S Thomas, 
Willard E. Crossett, 
Frank J. Trudeau, 
Mr. Thomas, Chairman. 


Superintendent of Poor ....... Albert W. Shaw. 
Superintendent of City Farm .. . . Ernest Cook. 
Superintendent of Schools ..... Clair G. Persons. 
Inspector of Milk and Provisions. Dr. Bernard M. Collins. 
Inspector of Animals ......... Dr. M. J. Cone. 


Commissioners of Sinking Fund.George H. Tucker, 
Ralph B. Bardwell, 
Irving D. Ferrey. 


Registrars of Voters ......... William H. Young, 
William H. Tobin, Jr. 
Joseph J. St. James, 
Ellsworth E. Crawley, 
Mr. St. James, Chairman 


Civil Service Representative ... Oscar S. Read. 


License Commissioners ....... Louis A. Merchant, 
Harry C. Hutchinson, 
leremiah M. Linnehan, 
Mr. Merchant, Chairman. 


Janitor, City Hall ........... Dwight A. Clark. 


Park Commission ........... Geoige W. Merriam, 
Dennis J. Haylon, 
Daniel F. Farrell, 
George H. White, 
Fred T. Francis. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 


Chief of Police, JOHN L. SULLIVAN. 
Captain, JOHN HUDNER. 
Inspector, DANIEL J. McCOLGAN. 
Sergeant, STEPHEN W. MONKS. 
Police Matron, SARAH M. DEAN. 
Patrolmen 
Van de Bogart, William W. Mangan, David J. 
Stubbs, Henchel A. Keegan, William J. 
Lamore, Peter M. Lasch, William P. 
Hines, John H. : O'Leary, Dennis 
Dunn, William E. Shepardson, Jedediah N. 
McCormick, William P. Blair, John A. 
O'Connor, John Boyd, Robert F. 
Marshall, Wm. H. Reardon, John B. 
Bastion, Louis O. f Rock, Richard B. 
Dunn, Daniel McNaughton, J. Duncan 
Croughwell, Arthur E. Ford, William H. 
Condron, Michael F. Barry, Charles A. 
Maxwell, Thomas E. Naughton, R. Lawrence 
Toner, William J. Horton, Benjamin M. 
Volin, Herbert A. Hall, Thomas F. 
Murray, Rufus C. Morano, Alfredo P. 
Bartel, Frank A. Ano, Peter O. 


Fahey, Michael 


Retired on Pension 
William G. White, Chief of Police. 
William A. Tobin, Patrolman. 
Dennis Hogan, Patrolman. 


Reserve Officers 
Callahan, Michael F. Connors, James R. 
Dwyer, Francis E. Kirvin, Joseph J. 
Grady, James F. j 


Superintendent Police Signal and Fire Alarm Systems 
BARTLEY CUMMINGS 


Chauffeurs 
WILLIAM B. KIRTLAND - GLENN H. BOND 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Permanent Force 


Chief Engineer, 
Assistant Engineer, 
Captains, 


Lieutenants, 


Engineers, 


Mechanician, 
Electrician, 


WILLIAM C. SHEPARD. 
WILLIAM J. LLOYD. 


DONALD McDONALD, 
ALEXANDER E. VOLIN. 


JOHN H. CONDRON, 
EDWARD J. POWERS. 


ROBERT J. STEELE, 
GEORGE A. DENISON. 


FREDERICK H. PRINTISS. 
PARTLEY CUMMINGS. 


Permanent Firemen 


Edward F. Payne 
Michael Marshall 
James M. Marshall 
Joseph F. Messer 
Charles J. Kinsella 
Michael A. Street 
Daniel J. Flaherty 
William A. Stevens 
Geo. H. Clark, Jr. 
Hector F. Renaud, Jr. 
Michael J. McMahon 
Joseph E. Buckley, 2nd 
William H. Peaslee 


William F. Troy 
John H. Norton 
John W. Keegan 


. William E. Higgins 


Timothy C. Cronin 
Thomas F. Burke 
Joseph E. Buckley 
George E. Cummings 
Robert F. Mackie 
William F. Hanford 
John F. Blain 
Fatrick G. Condron 
John F. Witherow 


Call Firemen, Class A 


William E. Bagg 
William Boos, Jr. 
John C. Cullen 
William Croughwell 
Charles R. Foote 
Frank W. Gerst 


William H. Shandoff 
R. N. Allen 

Gilbert H. Corkhill 
B Romaine Powell 
Albert C. Boyd 

Fred W. Hall 
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VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 


West Pittsfield Fire Department 


President, 
Foreman, 
Treasurer, 


Secretary, 


F. A. Smith 
Fred Jones, 

C. J. Goodrich 
R. Jones 

J. H. Shaw 

W. A. Musgrove 
J. F. Goodsell 
P. Conley 

W. H. Martin 
H. Conant 

W. Lusk 

C. D. Almstead 
O. Merriam 

A. Miller 

John Mountain 
John Miller 
David F. Ring 
R. Coty 
Thomas Quinn 
D. Merriam 

S. Ellison 

C. D. Bateman 
Joseph Russell 


GEORGE D. MILNES. 


ROMEO CODY. 
MARTIN QUINN. 


WILLIAM T. QUINN. 


T Berry, Jr. 

S. Coty 

T. Killeen 

F. B. Hunt 

D. Mullen 

J. Odette 

H. Lusk 

L. Gilbert 

L. Shearer 

John Cahill, Jr. 
Paul Odette 

John Connors, Sr. 
Henry F. Miller 
Albert A. Purnell 
Cornelius H. Codey . 
James Perry 
Patrick Cahill 
Martin Quinn 
Elmer A. Coty 
Edward Bohlman 
William Merriam 
Philip Major 

M. Russell 


Hon. WILLIAM C. MOULTON, 
MAYOR OF PITTSFIELD. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
OF 
MAYOR WILLIAM C. MOULTON 
TO THE 
PITTSFIELD CITY COUNCIL 
MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 1918 


We are today assuming the responsibilities and duties of 
acministering the civic affairs of Pittsheld for another year, 
the twenty-seventh in our history as a city and the 157th as 
an incorporated government. Each year increases the size 
of the task and many new problems appear, while some of the 
old ones that have perplexed us have the habit of reappearing 
from time tio time. So the trust imposed upon us is not a light 
one and calls for the best of our thought and ability. 


It is my intention to serve with you frankly and friendly 
and keep you informed at all times during the year of every- 
thing essential in the conduct of our business together, and 
I hope for your full support. 


There are many demands made by the people and many 
conflicting currents of public opinion and it is not easy to do 
exact justice to all, but if we honestly strive to do the right 
thing as we see it, and find what might be called the middle 
way, I think we shall have performed our full duty. 


In my address to the city council last year I called atten- 
tion to the financial condition of the city and stated that 
economy should be the rule in the operations of the various 
departments. I believe the departments have striven to carry 
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out this idea as fully as possible. The higher cost of all labor 
and materials have made it difficult to cut down the total 
expense of doing the business of the city. 


The public debt January I, 1918, is $2,584,563.08, a re- 
duction from last year of $146,236.92. This reduction would 
have been $40,000 greater except for the fact that the pay- 
ments in settlements of various suits in connection with the 
buil^ing of Farnham dam and the taking of water rights and 
land in the vicinity thereof had to be made quickly during the 
year and this took all the available money on hand and neces- 
sitated borrowing the latter sum a few days ago. There have, 
however, been no bond issues, and there should be none this 
year. The debt is divided as follows: 


Water debt, $1,438,100.00 
Sewer debt, 528,000.00 
School debt, 450,000.00 


Paving, sidewalks, playground, 
parks and miscellaneous, 168,463.08 


The debt 1s too large at the present time for a city of our 
property valuation and in my opinion no large sums should 
be borrowed for several years to come. By following such a 
course, the interest charge will be reduced so that a fair 
amount will be available for public improvements, without in- 
creasing the tax rate. It ought to be possible so to conduct 
the affairs of the city as to decrease the debt at least $125.000 
or $150,000 each year for the next few years. 


You will notice that the water debt is more than one-half 
of the entire amount of the indebtedness of the city. There 
will be due and payable in 1918 on this item $94,100, leaving a 
balance of $1,344,000. Undoubtedly some extensions of the 
mains will have to be made, so that this amount will increase 
somewhat. The receipts of the water department in 1917 were 
about $137,000 and the expenditure will be about $172,000 
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in I918. There ought to be enough revenue to take care of 
this account each year and I believe this condition should be 
brought about in some manner. 


In accordance with a suggestion from the committee on 
war efficiency of the commonwealth, I take this occasion to 
bring to the attention of the citizens, the changed financial 
conditions occasioned by the financial needs of the national 
government and emphasizing the fact that our real business 
from now on is to win the war, and even at great incon- 
venience, all other matters must be made secondary to that 
one great object. 


War taxation and liberty loans have had great effect upon 
the market for municipal loans and we must face the fact that 
higher interest rates are tio be charged the coming year and it 
will be very difficult to obtain money even for temporary loans 
in anticipation of taxes. 


While such a condition exists, I think it is proper to urge 
all citizens to pay their taxes as promptly as possible, and I 
trust those who are in arrears will see the necessity of taking 
care of their obligation so that the usual business of the city 
can go on without interruption. 


It is too early definitely to determine what public improve- 
ments should be made this year and it may be thought wise 
. not to do any public work at all owing to the unusual condi- 
tions prevailing, but a few suggestions may not be out of place. 


There are two or three petitions for improvements of 
newly accepted streets and a number of petitions for surface 
drains much needed, which have been in the city council files 
for a number of years, and I believe these should have our 
attention first of all, and if it is possible some permanent pave- 
ments should be laid. Some feasible and workable plan for 
permanent pavement should be started and followed up each 
succeeding year. It would also be inspiring if the property 
owners on some of the side streets of the city would take 
advantage of special paving act of 1916 which provides for a 
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petition to the city council to pave a street, the city to finance 
the project and abutters to pay the entire cost. This is the 
method used in many progressive cities in the adjoining states 
and in the West and has proved to be very satisfactory to all 
concerned. Owing to the unpopularity of a higher tax rate 
and the tact that this and many other cities are already bur- 
dened with large debts and the amount of money available by 
taxation being required for the operating expenses of the 
various city departments, the paving of any considerable num- 
ber of streets within a reasonable time can be accomplished 
only by requiring the abutters on the streets being paved to 
pay a goodly share of the cost. I believe that if a start is 
made somewhere and the plan continued for a few years, when 
the first shock is over, applications for such work will come in 
rapidly. 


We were fortunate to be able to bring about an agree- 
ment with the highway commission during the past year for 
the elimination of several dangerous curves on Lebanon 
avenue, and the work will be completed as soon as possible. 
I think it would be well to consider another dangerous place 
on the same highway nearer the center of the city. I refer to 
the bank in front of the Pomeroy school. This is a matter 
that has been agitated several times. I understand there is 
some doubt about the correct location of the boundary lines 
of the streets. We should definitely determine these bound- 
aries and eliminate the dangerous curve as soon as we can. 


Several years ago the term of several city officers was 
changed from one to three years, notably the city clerk and 
city auditor. In my opinion the terms of office of the city 
treasurer and the tax collector should also be three years, and 
I think it will meet with general approval if an effort is made 
this year to bring this about. 


Last year I purposely avoided making many recommenda- 
tions, feeling that it would be better to consider matters as 
they arose and deal with them as best we might. 
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There were, however, two matters I called attention to— 
the contagious disease hospital and a health officer. What- 
ever our opinion may be as to the necessity of such a hospital, 
nevertheless, the law requires it, and I am glad the matter will 
be taken care of in a very satisfactory way by the contract 
with the House of Mercy, which was authorized by the city 
council of 1917. Iam still of the opinion that this city should 
employ a full time health officer and put all matters pertain- 
ing to the public health in the board of health department and 
any other of the city departments in his care, with the board 
of health acting in advisory capacity. I believe this matter 
should be seriously considered this year and carried out as 
outlined above. 


It is a pleasure to say that every department of the city 
government during the past year has apparently endeavored 
to give good service to the city, and it is not necessary to 
enumerate and praise them separately. I take this occasion 
to thank each and every officer and employe of the city for 
their assistance and cordial support of my administration, and 
assure them that if any changes are asked for the coming year 
in the methods of conducting departments, it will not be in any 
spirit of criticism, but only in an effort to make the govern- 
ment of the city as complete and perfect as possible. 


And now, gentlemen of the city council, I desire you to 
feel that you are as much a part of the city government as 
myself and you are all responsible for the good conduct of city 
affairs. It is my desire and I trust yours also, to have good 
teamwork throughout the year. We are intrusted with 
responsibilities and we are to act as servants of the people of 
the city we love. By keeping in mind the 1deal of good citizen- 
ship, there can be no doubt of a successful result of the year's 
work, which should always be for the welfare of Pittsfield. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


CITY CLERK 


Pittsfield, Mass., February 25, 1918. 
To His Honor the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


In accordance with the provisions of Section 8, Chapter 
17, of the Revised Ordinances, I have the honor to herewith 
report the transactions of this office for the year ending 


FEES FOR RECORDING 


Intentions of Marriage, 489, $489.00 
Registering marriages, 8, 8.00 
Mortgages, 103, f 79.00 
Assignment of Mortgages, 7, 1.75 
. Discharge of Mortgages, 40, 11.20 
Assignment of Wages, 8, 2.00 
Bills of Sale, 9, 4.15 
Conditional Sale, 12, 8.15 
Attachments, 14, 2.50 
Notice of Foreclosure, 7, i 2.00 
Married Women’s Certificates, 9, 2.25 
Certificate of Business Names, 32, 8.20 
Contracts, 1, .50 
Leases, 3, 3.30 
Agreements, 1, 1.50 
Dissolution Partnership, 1, .25 
Recording Note, 1, .25 
Sales Note, 1, .25 
Certificate Fenceviewers, 1, .50 


Certificate Storage of Explosives, 1, .50 
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Recording State License, Itinerant Vendor, 1, .50 
Appointment of Rabbi, 2, 1.00 
Copies of Record, 321, 87.45 
Recording Orders, 9, 5.85 
History of Pittsfield, 3rd vol., 165, 142.50 
History of Pittsfield, 2nd voL, 13, 13.00 
Doctor's Certificate of Registration, 62, 15.50 
Chiropodist's Certificate of Registration, 4, 2.00 
LICENSES 
Pool, Bowling and Billiard, 24, $427.00 
Transfer Pool License, 1, 1.00 
Truck, 46, 65.00 
Transfer Truck License, 1, 1.00 
Hackney, 6, 7.00 
Taxicab, 7, 10.50 
Express, 1, 1.50 
Auto Express, 1, 1.00 
Motor Boat, 1, 1.00 
Theatre, 7, 285.00 
Transfer Theatre, 2, | 2.00 
Circus, 1, 50.00 
Intelligence, 2, 4.00 
Pawnbroker, 1, 50.00 
Auctioneer, 6, 12.00 
Shooting Gallery, 3, 3.00 
Skating Rink, 1, 25.00 
License to Remove Dead Animals, 1, 1.00 
Firearms, 6, 6.00 
Junk, 45, 1,159.00 
Itinerant Vendor, 1, 31.50 
Pop Corn, 5, . 5.00 
Ice Cream, 3, 3.50 
Fruit, Fish and Vegetable, 37, 185.00 


Garage, 22, 22.00 


DOG LICENSES 


Males, 1,074, $2,148.00 
Females, 134, 670.00 
Total, 1,208, 


$1,494.65 


$2,359.00 


$2,818.00 
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RESIDENT HUNTERS' LICENSES 


January, 228 
February, 52 
March, 18 
April, 16 
May, 7 
June, 10 
July, 13 
August, 17 
September, 152 
October, 282 
November, 274 
December, 3 


$1,072.00 


UNNATURALIZED HUNTERS' LICENSES AT $15 


January, 1 
September, 1 
October, 2 

4 


NON-RESIDENT LICENSES AT $10.00 


October, 1, ` 


$60.00 


$10.00 


$1,142.00 


THE DISBURSEMENTS WERE AS FOLLOWS: 


Paid City Treasurer, fees, ordinary, $3,853.65 

Paid City Treasurer, fees, dogs, 241.60 

Paid County Treasurer, dogs, 2,818.00 

Paid State Treasurer, Hunters’ Licenses, 1,142.00 
Total, 


$8,055.25 
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State Aid Pay Rolls have been approved as follows: 


January, $332.00 
February, 332.00 
March, 326.00 
April, 326.00 
May, 1,108.66 
June, 577.50 
July, 427.00 
August, 474.00 
September, 421.00 
October, 398.00 
November, 451.00 
December, | 436.00 
$5,609.16 
Soldiers' Relief Pay Rolls have been approved f 
for the sum of $4,853.00 


ORDINANCES 
The following ordinances have been adopted: 
No. 18. Amending Chapter XII of the Revised Ordinances of 
1915, Construction of Buildings, Relative to Sky Signs. 


No. 19. Increasing Salary of Permanent Fireman Acting as 
Mechanician. 


No. 20. Amending Chapter XII of the Revised Ordinances en- 
titled Construction of Buildings and Fire Limits. 


No. 21. Relating to the Wages of Assistant Assessors. 


No. 22. Amending Chapter XII of the Revised Ordinances of 
1915, Construction of Buildings, Relative to Attic Rooms. 


No. 23. Amending Chapter XII of the Revised Ordinances en- ` 
titled Construction of Buildings and Fire Limits. 


No. 24. Increasing Salary of City Clerk. 


No. 25. Amending Chapter 16, Section 5, of the Revised 
Ordinances, relating to the Fire Department. 


No. 26. Increasing Salary of City Physician. 
No. 27. Relative to Pay of Election Officers. 


No. 28. Making Increases in Compensation in the Fire De- 
partment. 


No. 29. Relative to the Salary of the Sealer of Weights and 
Measures. 


No. 30. Increasing Salary of Superintendent of Poor. 
No. 31. Relative to the Wiring of Certain Buildings. 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


The annual canvass for births is completed at the date of this 


report. It was taken by Paul P. Trzepacz, 


James E. Martin, 


William J. Gorman, George E. O'Hearn, Charles D. Barron, Willis 
B. Leonard, William F. Leonard, Mary Chiodo and Norma Coster. 
Compilation of the census, however, has not yet been completed. 


BIRTHS IN 1916 
Births in Pittsfield, parents residing here, 


Births in Pittsfield, parents residing elsewhere, 


Births elsewhere, parents residing here, 
Still births, 


Total births recorded, 
Males, live births, 
Females, live births, 


Total, live births, 


MARRIAGES IN 1917 


Number of certificates of intention issued, 

Marriages registered, residents of Pittsfield, 
married out of the State, 

Marriages solemnized in Pittsfleld, 

Marriages solemnized elsewhere in State, 


Total marriages recorded for year, 


DEATHS IN 1917 


Number of deaths recorded, including still born, 


Deaths in Pittsfield, burial in Pittsfield, 
Deaths in Pittsfield, burial elsewhere, 
Pittsfield residents: 


1,046 
81 
11 
30 


597 
541 


489 


23 
429 
53 


709 
469 
217 


Deaths elsewhere in State, burials in Pittsfield, 9 


Deaths elsewhere in State, burials elsewhere 


in State, 


Total deaths recorded in Pittsfield, 


14 


1,168 


1,138 


505 


709 


32 


Number of deaths, male, excluding still born, 356 
Number of deaths, female, excluding still born, 296 
Total deaths occurring in Pittsfleld, | 652 
Deaths of Pittsfüield Residents elsewhere in State, 24 
Still births, 33 


Population of Pittsfield, 1917, 


652 


709 


39,607 


Death rate of Pittsfield, 1917, 17.9 per thousand 
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The business of this office has increased consi ‘erably 
since the report for the preceeding year. The total funds 
collected and paid over by this office for the year 1916 were 
$7,696.; for 1917, $8,055.25. Most of this represents license 
fees of 25 cents and $1.00 denominations. 


The Number of ordinances enrolled in 1916 were seven ; 
in I9I7, fourteen. 


In the Department of Vital Statistics an increase of 
marriages is shown by the fact that the total number recorded . 
in I9IÓ was 445 and in 1917, 505. A new standard death 
certificate has been adopted by the State of Massachusetts in 
conjunction with the Federal Government and is now in use 
by this office. This certificate makes available any informa- 
tion as to the length of residence of the deceased in Pittsfiel | 
and also in the United States in the case of those persons who 
are foreign born. The recording of births is one of the most 
important functions of this office. Upon that record is based 
the most vital legal rights of a citizen for it determines his 
rights to make contracts including marriage, his right to vote 
and his liability to military service. Upon the physicians and 
hospitals of Pittsfield rests the first duty of making returns 
of births. I wish to thank these physicians and institutions 
for the prompt manner in which they have cooperated with 
this office in making these reports accurate and complete. 


Nineteen seventeen witnessed six elections held in Pitts- 
field: Constitutional primaries and elections, State primaries and 
elections, city caucuses and elections. A considerable saving 
was effected by combining two precincts of a ward in the same 
building which was done in five wards. The co-operation of 
the Board of Public works in furnishing transportation for 
election material is also acknowledged. Increasing the pay of 
election officers from $5 to $7 per day and elimination of 
furnishing them their meals has also effected a saving and 
has proved popular with the men. 
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The sales of Mr. Boltwood's “History of Pittsfield, from 
1876 to 1916" have amounted to 165 copies. This has also 
increased the sale of volume 2 of the “History of Pittsfield” 
by J. E. A. Smith, of which 13 copies were sold. When 
conditions are more settled I would recommend that a Com- 
mittee be appointed to push the sale of Mr. Boltwood's history. 
This very readable and interesting narrative should be in the 
home of every citizen, especially of the new comers to Pitts- 
field. We have reason to feel proud of our city's past and 
building upon that to be enthusiastic and hopeful of its future. 


This office was pleased to assist the Federal Government 
in organizing the military registration which was held June 5, 
The owners of polling places donated their premises and over 
200 citizens gave of their services voluntarily as registrars 
or interpreters. 


At the birth census just completed, I arranged to have 
a house-to-house canvass for Pittsfield men in military service. 
Over r,000 returns were received. "This record is in the form 
of a card index readily available for any who desire informa- 
tion and a copy of this index in card form has been prepared 
to be sent to the State House at Boston. 


With the kindly co-operation of the editorial staff of the 
Eagle a soldiers and sailors list was published in the Berkshire 
County Eagle on February 20, 1918. 


MILLER D. STEEVER, 


City Cierk. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


ASSESSORS OF TAXES 


Pittsheld, Mass., January 23, I918. 
To His Honor the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council : 


Gentlemen: 


The Assessors herewith respectfully submit their annual 
report for the year 1917. 


ORGANIZATION 
The organization of the Board was as follows: 


Chairman ` 
JOSEPH H. MORAN 


Secretary 
FRED H. PURCHES 


Assistant Assessors 


Ward 1. Frank W. Gwinnell. 
Ward 2. Albert F. Smith. 
Ward 3. George V. Hard. 
Henry C. Roy. 
Ward 4. Charles D. Barron. 
Ward 5. C. Roy Scott. 
Frederick W. Morton. 
Ward 6. Earl E. Wilker. 
Philip Humphrey. 
Ward 7. W. K. Rice. 


George V. Hard, C. Roy Scott and Earl E. Wilker resigned and 
Henry C. Roy, Frederick W. Morton and Philip Humphrey were 
appointed to succeed them. 


50 
WARRANTS RECEIVED 


A city warrant was received July 5, 1917, 
directing a tax levy of 

A county warrant was received June 18, 1917, 
directing a tax levy of 

A state warrant was received July 2, 1917, 
directing a tax levy for state tax of 

A state warrant was received July 2, 1917, 
directing a tax levy for state highway of 

A state warrant was received July 3, 1917, 
directing a tax levy for state auditing of 


APPROPRIATIONS 


. The City Council passed an order February 28, 1917, 
appropriating for payment of city debt and 
interest, 


And for payment of municipal expenses, 


Total, 


Pursuant to provision of law, the Assessors deducted 
from the appropriations for municipal expenses and 
debt and interest the sum of the estimated revenue 
of the city for the current year, the sum being 


$920,787.50 


69,008.68 


95,040.00 


5,466.26 


7.47 


$1,090,309.91 


$206,067.50 
714,720.00 


$920,787.50 


167,366.39 


$753,421.11 


Pursuant to provision of law, the Assessors deducted 
from the appropriations for municipal expenses 
and debt and interest the amount of the City's 
share from the State Income Tax, the sum being, as 
advised by Tax Commissioner Trefry on August 17, 
1917, 


Balance was raised by taxation, 


Total deducted, 


57,985.90 


$695,435.21 


225,352.29 


$920,787.50 


SI 


TAX LEVY 


Balance of appropriations, 
County Tax, 

State Tax, 

Overlay, 

State Auditing, 


Total, 
RATE 


$695,435.21 
69,008.68 
100,506.26 
11,140.52 
7.47 


$876,098.14 


The rate of taxation as fixed by the Assessors, August 17, 1917, was 


$21.00 on $1,000 of the valuation. 


RATE DIVIDED 


The rate for raising the appropriation for municipal 
expenses and overlay, 
For payment of debt and interest, 
For raising that portion of the state tax to be assessed 
on property of the city, 
For raising that portion of the county tax to be assessed 
- on property of the city, 


TAXES EXTENDED 
Tax on real estate, 
Tax on personal estate, 
Poll taxes, 


$12.71038 
4.64299 


2.21639 


1.43024 


$21.00000 


$722,397.17 
130,316.97 
23,384.00 


$876,098.14 


TAXES COMMITTED TO COLLECTOR 


A list of taxes, including non-resident bank taxes, street watering 
taxes and sewer. apportionments due in 1917, was committed to 
Clifford H. Dickson, Collector, with our warrant, Sept. 6, 1917. 


This list was made up as follows: 


State Tax, $100,513.73 
County Tax, : 69,008.68 
City Tax, j 695,435.21 
Non-resident Bank Tax, 11,727.66 

. Overlay, 11,140.52 
Sewer Apportionment and Interest, 1,063.54 
Street Watering Tax, 18,286.33 
Total, $907,175.67 


$1 
erson Estate | 
RE-ASSESSMENTS 
Total, $27 
VALUATION 
Se ,, Estate, $34,403,011 
Sona] state, . 6,206,57( 
T 
gk $40,609,585 
ments Deducteq 59,945 
NEUE EAR 
Aluatio $40,549,640. 
7 XTRACTS FROM THE TABLE OF AGGREGATES 
Nump of Persons assessed for poll tax only, 8,6 
Numbe, 9f persons assessed on property, 6,41 
Nump,.. 9f residents assessed on property, 5,9 
Numbe, 9f non-residents assessed on property, 4: 
um OL polls assessed 11,78 
Nu b Of horses assessed, 1,24 
u Der Of cowg assessed, 93 
i; ber Of sheep assessed, 6 
Mbe of neat cattle (other than cows), 14. 
er of fowls, 6,40: 
Number Of swine assessed, 36: 
Th er of dwellings, 6,26« 
e° essors received notice from Tax Commissioner 
Tefry on December 27 1917, that the city receives 
8 result of the State Income Tax, an additional 
m of I $3,456 
Respectfully submitted, 


FRED H. PURCHES, 
ARTHUR F. DODGE 
JOSEPH H. MORAN 


Assessors. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


POLICE DEPARTMENT 


Office of the Chief of Police, 
Pittsfield, Mass., January 1, 1918. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


Gentlemen: 


In compliance with the City Ordinance, I have the honor 
to submit herewith for your consideration the Annual Report 
of the Police Department for the year ending December 31, 


I9I7. 
Organization 


Chief of Police 
John L. Sullivan 


Captain 
John Hudner 


Inspector Sergeant 


Daniel J. McColgan Stephen W. Monks 


Matron 


Sarah M. Dean 


William H. Marshall 


William W. Van de Bogart 


Henchel A. Stubbs 
Louis O. Bastion 
Michael Fahey 
Peter M. Lamore 
David J. Mangan 
William J. Keegan 
John H. Hines 
William P. Lasch 
William E. Dunn 
Dennis O'Leary 
Jedediah N. Shepardson 
John O'Connor 
John A. Blair 
Robert F. Boyde 
John B. Reardon 
Richard B. Rock 


Patrolmen 


John D. McNaughton 
William P. McCormick 
Daniel Dunn 

William H. Ford 
Arthur E. Croughwell 
Charles A. Berry 
Michael F. Condron 

R. Lawrence Naughton 
Thomas E. Maxwell 
Benjamin M. Horton 
William J. Toner 
Thomas F. Hall, 
Herbert A. Volin 
Alfredo P. Morano 
Frank A. Bartell 
Rufus C. Murray 
Peter O. Ano 


"Reserve Officers 


James F. Grady 
Michael F. Callahan 
Francis E. Dwyer 


James R. Connors 
Joseph J. Kirvin 


Superintendent of Police Signal System 


Bartholomew Cummings 


Chauffeurs 


William B. Kirtland Glenn H. Bond (Acting) 


Retired 


William Tobin William G. White, Ex-Chief 


Dennis Hogan 
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STATISTICS OF ARRESTS 


Number of Arrests, males, 

Number of persons arrested, females, 
Number charged with second offence, males, 
Number charged with third offence, males, 


Single, 
Married, 


Residents, 


Non-residents, 


Americans, 


Foreigners, 


Offences against person, 
Offences against property, 
Offences against public order, 


NUMBER OF PERSONS ARRESTED EACH MONTH 


Males. . Females. 


January, 217 
February, 194 
March, | 236 
April, I 288 
May, 317 
June, 353 
July, 232 
August, 241 
September, 220 
October, 171 
November, 171 
December, 187 

Total, 2827 


4 


2940 


2940 


2940 


2940 


2940 


Total. 


221 
202 
241 
297 
327 
368 
239 
253 
228 
177 
184 
203 


2940 
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ARRESTS WERE MADE FOR THE FOLLOWING OFFENCES 


Accessory, 

Adultery, 

Alien Enemy, 
Appropriation of Property, 
Arson, 

Assault, 

Assault and Battery, 
Assault on Officer, 
Assault to Murder, 
Assault with Dangerous Weapon, 
Attempt to Commit Arson, 
Attempt to Defraud Insurance Company, 
- Bastardy, 

Begging, 

Breaking and Entering, 
Breaking Glass, 

Capias, 

Carrying Dangerous Weapon, 
Carrying Revolver, 
Committing Nuisance, 
Conducting Lottery, 
Conspiracy, 

Cruelty to Animals, 
Cutting Down Tree, 
Deserter, 

Disorderly House, 
Disorderly Person, 
Disturbance on Street Car, 
Disturbing the Peace, 
Disturbing Religious Meeting, 
Drunkenness, 

Evading Board Bill, 
Evading Car Fare, 

Failing to Register, 
Forgery, 

Fornication, 

Fowl Trespass, 

Fugitive, 

Gaming, 

Gaming Nuisance, 

Gaming on Lord’s Day, 
Highway Robbery, 


q Ot HD kA On ve 
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Illegal Keeping of Liquor, 
Illegal Sale of Liquor, 
Indecent Exposure, 

Insane, 

Interfering with Officer, 
Keeping Liquor Nuisance, 
Larceny, 

Lewd Cohabitation, 
Lewdness, 

Malicious Injury to Property, 
Masquerade Assembly, 
Material Witness, 

Midwifery, 

Murder, 

Non-support, 

Not Sending Child to School, 
Peddling Jewelry, 

Permitting Minor in Pool Room, 
Poultry Nuisance, 

Practicing Dentistry without a License, 
Present at Game, 

Profanity, 

Rape, 

Receiving Stolen Goods, 
Resisting Officer, 

Riding Freights, 

Selling Lottery Tickets, 

Short Weight, 

Sodomy, 

Street Walking, 
Stubbornness, 

Surrendered by Probation Officer, 
Threatening, 

Unnatural Act, 

Vagrancy, 

*Violation of Automobile Laws, 
Violation of Chastity Law, 
Violation of City Ordinance, 
Violation of Drug Law, 
Violation of Food Law, 
Violation of Gas Law, 
Violation of Junk Laws, 
Violation of Labor Laws, 
Violation of Lease Law, 
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Violation of Masher's Law, 

Violation of Milk Law, 

Violation of Parole, 

Violation of Slaughtering Law, 
Violation of Traffic Law, 

Violation of Vehicle Law, 

Violation of Weight and Measure Law, 
Walking Railroad Track, 

Wayward Child, 
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*Reckless driving, driving under the influence of liquor, without 
license, speeding, light law, smoke law, open muffler, etc. 


DISPOSITION OF CASES 


Committed to House of Correction, 178 
Committed for non-payment of Fine, 64 
Committed to Lancaster Industrial School for Girls, 2 
Committed to Lyman School, 3 
Committed to Massachusetts Reformatory, 5 
Committed to Shirley Industrial School for Boys, 2 
Committed to State Farm, Bridgewater, 34 
Committed to State Hospital, Northampton, 3 
Committer to Women’s Prison, Sherborn, 1 
Continued, 150 
Delivered Up to be Removed, 34 
Dismissed, 147 
Filed, 524 
Fined, 414 
Fined and Sentence Suspended, 14 
Grand Jury, 32 
Nol Prossed, 5 
Not Guilty, 102 
Pending, 9 
Probation, 60 
Returned to Massachusetts Reformatory, 1 
Returned to State Farm ,Bridgewater, ! 2 
Released on Statement, 1053 
Sentenced to House of Correction, Sentence Suspended, 63 


Sentenced to Lyman School, Sentence Suspended, 1 
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Sentenced to Shirley Industrial School for Boys, 
Sentence Suspended, 


Sentenced to State Farm, Bridgewater, Sentence Suspended, 81 
Sentenced to Women's Prison, Sherborn, Sentence Suspended, 2 


MISCELLANEOUS DUTIES 


Bad Places in Highway Reported, 

Broken Water Pipes Reported, 

Calls Responded to, 

Complaints Investigated, 

Dead Bodies Recovered from Water, 

Dogs Shot, i 

Electric Wires Reported Down, 

Fire Alarms Turned in, 

Fires Extinguished without Alarm, 

Horses Killed, 

Injured and Sick Cared for, 

Lanterns Hung Out, 

Lights Reported Out in Business Places, 

Lost Children Returned to Parents, 

Neglected Teams Cared for, 

Notices Served, 

Notices Served, Liquor, 

Officers Furnished for Weddings, etc., 

Places of Business Found Open, 

Runaway Teams Stopped and Cared for, 
Street Lights Reported Out, 

Summons Served, 

Value of Goods Found Outside of Business Places, 
Value of Lost Property and Money Recovered, 
Value of Property Cared for, 

Value of Stolen Property and Money Recovered, 


628 
$350.00 
2,198.30 
12,639.02 
8,524.39 


January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


Totals, 
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PATROL SERVICE REPORT 


Accident Arrests Trans. 


Calls. Calls. Calls. 


4 111 151 

12 83 138 
7 111 141 

4 161 217 

8 151 243 

8 175 302 

6 130 252 

11 115 202 
11 110 234 
79 207 

69 173 

4 116 182 

91 1411 2442 
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FINANCIAL STATEVENT 


OFFICERS' SALARIES 


Chief of Police, 
Captain of Police, 
Inspector of Police, 


Sergeant of Police, 


Patrolmen's Wages, 
Matron's Wages, 
Chauffeurs' Wages, 
Janitor's Wages, 


Police Station General 
Expense, ` 


Patrol Garage General 
Expense, 


Totals, 


Court Fees, 


Emergency Fund, 


Appropriation. 


$1,800.00 
1,500.00 
1,450.00 
1,350.00 


$6,100.00 


Trans- 


Expended. 
$1,800.00 
1,500.00 
1,450.00 
1,350.00 


$6,100.00 


Appropri- fersand Expend- 


ation. Addts. 


Balance. 


$45,200.00 $125.00 $45,323.87 $ 1.13 


200.00 67.00 
2,274.00 
350.00 


2,500.00 200.00 


1,700.00 600.00 


266.50 .50 
2,271.00 3.00 
350.00 


2,581.44 118.56 


2,094.13 205.87 


$52,224.00 $992.00 $52,886.94 $329.06 


RECEIPTS 


$3,356.11 
100.00 


$3,456.11 
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PAID CITY TREASURER 


By Thomas F. Conlin, Clerk, $3,029.11 
By John Nicholson, Sheriff, 327.00 
By Emergency Fund, returned, 100.00 

$3,456.11 


AUTOMOBILE FINES 


Received by Thomas F. Conlin, Clerk, and turned over 
to the State Highway Commission, $1,303.00 


Remarks 


During the Winter months the Entire Department will be 
drilled once a week. 


This year I will place Traffic Officers at the Car Barn. 
Traffic is very heavy and dangerous at this point. They will 
do Traffic Duty on Sundays and Holidays and during rush 
hours as well as on other days of the week. 


In the near future I hope to see the new Gamwell Police 
System in this city, with Green Lights attached which would 
enable headquarters to notify the entire department in a mo- 
ment’s notice of any serious crime, accident or stolen automo- 
bile by simply turning a switch, lighting these lights on all 
posts so that the officers would know that Headquarters 
wanted them at once. 


This system will save the expense of one Sergeant and 
also help to increase the efficiency of the force. 


65 


Recommendations 


I would recommend that new Police Boxes be placed at 
the following points: 


Jordan Avenue and West Street. 

Turner Avenue and Seymour Streets. 

Tyler Street and Burbank Street. (Easterly end) 
Bradford and North Streets. 

Elm and Newell Streets. 

Common (Important Point) 


| I would recommend that the City buy white rain coats and 
white rubber boots, for the Traffic Squad. It would help to 
make them more distinctive on rainy days. 


I would also recommend that the Police Committee, allow 
the day men to buy a lighter suit of blue during the months 
of June, July, August and September. 


I would recommend that the Department be furnished 
with a smaller Automobile for the use of the Detective Bureau, 
and the night Sergeant, to patrol outside sections of the city 
during the night and early morning hours, and thereby save 
the difference in gasoline and tires of a larger machine, as 
well as the salary of a police officer. 


I would recommend another Motorcycle Officer as our 
city is too large for one man to cover thoroughly. 


I would recommend that the present motorcycle be re- 
placed by a new one as this motorcycle has done two years 
of Police work. 


I would recommend the appointment of another Sergeant, 
to work from 12 to 9 A. M. This would leave some one in 
charge at all hours. 


I would recommend the appointment of another Patrol 
Driver. The Patrol Drivers work 12 hours each, every dav 
and no day off 1s allowed them. 
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It isn't necessary for me to again recommend a New 
Station, for you members of the City Council know too well 
the need of a new Station, which was recommended by the 
City Planning Committee. 


I notice when the City Council or Board of Trade have 
visitors they do not bring them to see the Pittsfield Police 
` Station. I wonder why? Are they ashamed of the Police 
Station? But still the City Councils ask forty-five men to 
make it their Headquarters. They ask that three thousand 
men and women and minors be housed here as prisoners; that 
five hundred tramps be taken care of by the Department, that 
young women charged with minor crimes be confined in the 
same room with old lewd and lascivious women overnight, 
which is far from right or proper. 


We have no detention room for runaway boys or girls 
and have to keep them in a cell or up-stairs with the above 
mentioned women. 


You can imagine the sanitary conditions that exist; 
where all men prisoners use one toilet. 


We are handicapped as to room in all departments. We 
have no room large enough to accomodate the Officers at 
Roll Call. They crowd into a small office. We have no drill 
room for the men; our locker room is to small, the lockers 
are too small and some of the men have to keep part of their 
clothes at home. 


The Detective Bureau room—16 by 18 feet—is altogether 
too small for this important part of Police work. 


We are handicapped at every turn; it is the one building 
in the City our citizens are ashamed of. Our cell rooms 
face Allen Street where Children and Ladies passing by can 
hear the vulgar, profane language of our drunken prisoners. 
We handle nearly all insane cases for the City as well as for 
the surrounding towns, also all their Delirium Tremens cases, 
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I would suggest that a new Station be erected on the 
property now occupied by the old engine house, patrol barn 
and Municipal building, having the new building facing the 
East and to have everything to make it a model Police Station, 
with an up-to-date Garage in the rear. I would suggest this 
building to have a police Court, Court of Domestic Relations, 
Juvenile Court Rooms, Judge's Office, Clerk of Court and 
Probation Office. 


As these are County Offices, the rent of same will pay for 
the upkeep of this building for years. 


As the present court room and offices are all together 
too small, I understand there is a petition now under way to 
have the County Commissioners enlarge the present Court 
Rooms. 


I sincerely hope that his Honor the Mayor, William C. 
Moulton and the City Council will consider this recommenda- 
tion very carefully and erect a Police Building that the City 
may be proud of. | 


In conclusion, I thank His Honor the Mayor, William C. 
Moulton, the members of the City Council, the Honorable 
Judge, Charles L. Hibbard and the Associate Judges, Hiram 
B. Wellington and James Fallon, Probation Officer, David L. 
Evans, Clerk of Court, Thomas F. Conlin, City Physician, 
H. H. Bard, and Matron, Mrs. James Dean for their valuable 
services and hearty co-operation during the year of 1917. 


I wish also to say a word of appreciation for the excel- 
lent Police work of the Department and the hearty co-operation 
of Captain Hudner, Inspector McColgan, Sergeant Monks 
and Desk Officer Louis Bastion and the efficiency and loyalty 
of the Entire Department during a very trying Police year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN L. SULLIVAN, 
Chief of Police. 


SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 
ORGANIZATION FOR 1917 


SCHOOL BOARD FOR 1917 
WILLIAM C. MOULTON, Mayor 
Chairman Ex-officio 


JOSEPH E. PEIRSON, Chairman 
J. H. CALLAHAN, Secretary 


Address Term Expires 

H. S. Birchard, 49 Pine Street, 1918 
H. R. Goewey, 814 North Street, 1918 
James F. Grady, 15 Richmond Avenue, 1918 
George E. Halford, 7 Burbank Street, 1918 
Dr. J. D. Howe, 53 Union Street, 1918 
J. Harry Callahan, 346 North Street, 1919 
Irving H. Gamwell, 11 Oxford Street, 1919 
Dr. W. T. MeMahon, 23 Seymour Street, 1919 
T. H. G. Peirce, | Hampshire Street, 1919 
Nelson A. Foote, 81 Bradford Street, 1920 
. Abram Friss, 390 East Street, 1920 
Chas. MeKernon, 77 Wendell Avenue, 1920 
Dr. W. J. Mercer, 140 First Street, 1920 
Joseph E. Peirson, 104 Appleton Avenue, 1920 


C. G. PERSONS, Superintendent of Schools 
Office: City Hall Residence: 120 Appleton Avenue 
OFFICE HOURS 


School Days—From 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays—From 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Tuesday Evenings—From 7.30 to 8.30 


MRS. LUCY M. MYERS, Clerk 
Office: City Hall Residence: 25 Worthington Street 
OFFICE HOURS 


School Days—From 8 a.m. to 12 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays—From 9 am. to 11 a.m. 


COMMITTEES, 1917 


EXECUTIVE 
J. E. PEIRSON I. H. GAM WELL DR. W. J. MERCER 
TEACHERS 
J. E. PEIRSON CHAS. McKERNON DR. J. D. HOWE 
JAMES F. GRADY DR. W. T. MeMAHON 


BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
T. H. G. PEIRCE G. E. HALFORD H. R. GOEWEY 


BUILDINGS AND SITES 
H. S. BIRCHARD J. H. CALLAHAN ABRAM FRISS 


AUDITING 
IRVING H. GAMWELL DR. W.J. MERCER NELSON A. FOOT 


REPORT 
OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


The school committee respectfully submits the following 
report for the year ending December 31, 1917. 


At the beginning of the year it was found neoessary to 
increase the minimum salary for the grade teachers, and, on 
account of the increase, the requirement of one year's ex- 
perience has been made, thus increasing the efficiency of the 
staff of teachers. 


The election of Lorne B. Hulsman as principal of the 
high school has proved to the school committee that no error 
was made and the situation has improved under his able 
supervision. 


The year 1917 will go down in history as one of the most 
important years. After a long period of “watchful waiting,” 
our country entered the World War and a demand has been 
made upon America for supplies and food for the allied 
armies and the response has been all that could be expected. 
The conservation of food has been one of national importance 
and the public schools of this state and city have done their 
share to assist in this noble cause. During the summer, school 
buildings were opened for the instruction of housewives in 
canning, with capable instructors, and different methods were 
taught and cans supplied at cost. There was a movement on 
throughout the state to have boys of high school age work on 
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farms during the summer to assist the labor situation and ac- 
cordingly our course of study was changed so that high school 
boys over I6 years of age could substitute in place of their 
regular work, certain farm work under proper supervision, 
this work being done from May Ist to October Ist on farms in 
this Commonwealth, the boys making their headquarters in 
camps where they are under military discipline. During the 
summer the school committee visited two of these camps in 
the southern part of the county and saw to their satisfaction 
that the system was well worth trying. . 


Death removed from our high school teaching force War- 
ren T. Cole, who had faithfully headed our Modern Language 
department for a number of years. Sickness resulted in Miss 
Sarah F. Dibble being unable to resume her work in the fall 
and the vacancies caused by the death of Mr. Cole and the 
sickness and subsequent death of Miss Dibble resulted in their 
places being temporarily filled by substitutes who have labored 
admirably for the best interests of the school. 


Respectfully submitted, 


NELSON; A. FOOT, 


For the Committee. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 


To the Members of the School Committee: 


I hereby submit my eighth annual report, which is the 
forty-sixth of the series. 

The opening paragraph of the report for last year com- 
mented upon the delay in opening the schools in the fall, and 
laid down the procedure which would be followed in respect 
to promotions. When the schools were finally under way in 
December the grade pupils were re-organized into three groups 
which although not necessarily separated were recognized as 
such. The first group contained those who were able to 
accomplish the regular work in a much shorter time. These 
pupils were expected to complete their year by June, 1917. 
The second group were expected to make up their lost time 
by January, 1918. The third and smallest group consisted of 
pupils already below the standard, or where previous record 
showed an inability to maintain normal progress. These 
groups were not inflexible and pupils passed from one group 
to another, but on the whole the program went as planned. 
The experiment demonstrated the value of handling pupils in 
smaller, more carefully graded groups. The emphasis of this 
year has been primarily upon the effort to overcome the 
difficulties experienced in the previous year. 

As an additional activity the schools entered heartily into 
the garden work, and successfully carried through a large 
program. This work in no way interfered with the regular 
school activities, but to the contrary served as a stimulus to ` 
the regular school work. This added feature is but a be- 
ginning of the program which has been opened through our 
active participation in the war. For years there has been a 
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steady tendency to place more and more upon the schools the 
responsibilities which had been considered the function of the 
home. It had almost seemed as though we were carrying a 
full load. Later there have come the responsibility of pre- 
paring for citizenship and industrial efficiency. Now with 
the advent of war there are revealed glaring deficiencies which 
must be supplied. Factors with which we were quite content 
are revealed as totally insufficient. The schools have 
neglected the bodily welfare. We have neglected the prepara- 
tion for the responsibilities and privileges of citiznship. Peace 
and war both demand skilled workers. The schools have 
furnished an untrained product. All have been put through 
the same academic routine regardless of inclination or capa- 
bility. Many have escaped at as early an age as possible to 
become mere economic driftwood. Our girls have gone from 
our schools with no preparation as home workers or home 
keepers. The schools have lagged far behind the demands of 
the times. As yet the problem is not fully comprehended. 
The following extract from the program of the Superintend- 
ents' Convention expresses the situation as it faces us today: 


^A TRUER DEMOCRACY THROUGH EDUCATION" 


"Constructive educators in America look forward to the 
coming of a still truer democracy through education. Educa- 
tion must be the means through which democracy establishes 
social justice. America has everything to gain from the 
liberal education of the masses. In a democracy where ma- 
jorities both think and rule, education, however fostered and 
guided by leaders, must be so directed as to meet the needs 
of all. The statement by Charles M. Schwab that we are 
rapidly approaching the time when the masses of the people 
will assume larger control of the government emphasizes the 
responsibility of the public schools in a democracy. 

The program of education to meet increased and new 
demands must be comprehensive enough to promote the 
physical well-being of all citizens, to eliminate illiteracy, to 
teach all the English language as the common means of com- 
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munication, to fit all individuals for vocational efficiency and 
for the wise use of leisure, to develop democratic habits of 
social relationship, to develop in all a high sense of the privi- 
leges and responsibilities of citizenship, and to equalize and 
enrich educational opportunity throughout the nation. 


When the masses have such a big program provided, 
there will be far less danger to democracy from them than 
that which now threatens democracy through the idle rich and 
the idle wise. High ideals and lofty thinking will attend 
habits which lead to economic independence and the profitable 
use of leisure. The ideal of democracy is to let the masses 
work so well and think so clearly that their working together 
and thinking together will form effective factors in orderly 
progress.” 


For the public schools of this city to measure up to their 
share of the responsibility in education as they have other 
patriotic requests will require the same expression, namely 
increased funds. As a modest beginning this department 
might consider the following program: 


The introduction of physical training under a competent 
supervisor. | 

Vocational courses with proper equipment at the high 
school where boys mechanically inclined can obtain the rudi- 
ments of mechanical skill which will lead them into skilled 
industries. 


The establishment of kitchens, dressmaking and millinery 
rooms in several centers where our girls may receive instruc- 
tion in subjects pertaining to the house. 


Funds furnished for such purposes are in the nature of 
an investment. The child who might appear at first to be the ' 
only gainer is after all but the instrument which transfers the 
benefit to the locality, state and nation. The national move- 
ment is toward these economic and industrial preparations. 
There are strong indications that legislative enactments will 
make these and perhaps wider measures requirements upon all 
communities. 
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MUNICIPAL YEAR EXPENDITURES FOR 1916 AND 1917 


AND PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 1918 


Teachers' Salaries, 

Office Salaries, 

Janitor Salaries and 
Supplies, 

Books and Supplies, 

Evening Schools, 

Medical Inspection, 

Fuel, 

General Expense, 


Total Budget: 


1913, 
1914, 
1915, 
1916, 
1917, 
1918, 


Teachers’ Salaries: 


1913, 
1914, 
1915, 
1916, 
1917, 
1918, 


Remainder of Budget: 


1913, 
1914, 
1915, 
1916, 
1917, 
1918, 


1916 


$196,590.70 
5,987.00 


17,465.64 
14,842.43 
1,902.14 
2,067.37 
13,403.38 
6,922.20 


$259,180.86 


$201,008.98 
226,412.60 
256,026.37 
259,180.86 
275,807.62 
283,740.00 


148,124.66 
168,572.20 
194,967.55 
196,590.70 
209,144.65 
213,410.00 


52,884.32 
57,840.40 
61,058.82 
62,590.16 
66,662.97 
70,330.00 


1917 


$209,144.65 
6,445.70 


19,624.75 
12,752.54 
1,900.46 
2,481.69 
14,711.32 
8,746.51 


$275,807.62 


Increase 


$25,403.62 
29,613.77 
3,154.49 
16,626.76 
7,932.38 


20,447.54 
26,395.35 
1,623.15 
12,553.95 
4,265.35 


4,956.08 
3,218.42 
1,531.34 
4,072.81 
3,667.03 


1918 


$213,410.00 
5,730.00 


21,900.00 
12,000.00 
2,200.00 
2,800.00 
14,700.00 
11,000.00 


$283,740.00 


% Increase 


12.6 

13. 
1.2 
6.4 
2.9 
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COST OF PUBLIC DAY AND EVENING SCHOOLS 
FOR SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR 1916-17 


Total ` 

Generai Controi: 
Superintendent, $3,000.00 
Attendance Officer, 2,002.00 


Office Expense, 2,932.20 
instruction: 

Principals, 18,761.50 

Supervisors, 7,440.50 

Teachers, 178,693.15 

Books, 6,988.78 

Supplies, 6,588.94 


Operation of School Plant: 


Janitor Service, 17,335.70 
Fuel, 16,395.32 
Miscellaneous, 1,883.77 
Auxiliary Agencies: 

Health, 2,045.67 
Transportation, 4,719.20 
Miscellaneous, 244.15 

$269,030.88 


DIVISION OF COST PER DAY PUPIL 


SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR 1916-17 


General Control, 

Salaries: Principals, 
Supervisors and Teachers, 

Books and Supplies, 

Janitors, Fuel, Care, 

Medical Inspection, 

General Expense, 


Cost of Evening School, $1,710.88, is deducted 


from gross expenditures. 


Day Schools Evening 
High El'm'tary Schools 
$1,160.00 $17,451.50 $150.00 
890.00 4. 6,550.50 .......... 
48,548.60 128,787.05 1,357.50 
2,149.54 4,160.69 78.55 
1,864.74 4,649.95 74.25 
2,620.60 14,665.10 50.00 
3,358.97 18,086.35 .......... 
365.35 1,518.42 ......... : 
89.80 1,955.87 o es 
NAR E 4,719.20 .......... 
———— 24435 .......... 
$61,647.60 $197,738.78 $1,710.30 
Expended Per pupil % 
$7,934.20 $1.31 2.9 
203,387.65 33.55 16. 
13,424.92 2.21 5.1 
35,564.79 5.86 13.4 
2,045.67 KE .8 
4,963.35 .83 1.8 
$267,320.58 $44.09 100. 
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COMPARATIVE TABLE OF LOCAL EXPENDITURE PER PUPIL 
MUNICIPAL FISCAL YEAR 


F a D 
+w = La 

E P E Bo: E S 

š z Së FF SE SE <“ 

a E 22 > o2 3 Si o5 

2 2 <A << Ad E o à, 
1906-1907 4714 4191 3873 92.4 $103,245 24.63 
1907-1908 4948 4377 4097 93.6 110,787 25.31 
1908-1909 5282 4702 4378 93.1 119,360 25.38 
1909-1910 5513 4960 4597 92.7 129,430 26.09 
1910-1911 5847 5197 4812 91.5 142,954 27.50 
1911-1912 6054 5417 5046 93.15 159,753 29.49 
1912-1913 6740 5630 5221 92.74 178,152 31.64 
1913-1914 6996 6127 5701 93.04 201,009 32.81 
1914-1915 6897 6488 6072 93.59 226,412 34.89 
1915-1916 7130 6430 5985 93.09 256,027 39.81 
1916-1917 6758 6062 5577 92. 275,808 45.49 
Total Increase in Enrollment in ten years, 2044 
Total Increase in Membership in ten years, 1871 
Total Increase in Average Attendance in ten years, 1704 
Percent Increase in Membership in ten years, 45% 
Total Increase in Expenditures in ten years, $172,563 
Percent Increase in Expenditures in ten years, 167 


COST OF PUBLIC DAY AND EVENING SCHOOLS 
SCHOOL FiSCAL YEAR 


= E 

E: F: z 

š : ER s s 

: ° E sS TE Ss 

» z E SE? SEA uis 
1911-12 5417 $164,741.46 $2,076.97 $162,664.49 $30.03 
1912-13 5603 195,866.66 1,981.54 194,885.12 34.61 
1913-14 6127 218,547.51 2,919.06 216,168.45 35.28 
1914-15 6488 236,036.72 2,368.28 233,668.44 36.02 
1915-16 7130 259,748.07 2,178.61 257,569.46 41.42 


1916-17 6062 269,030.88 1,710.30 267,320.58 44.09 
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FINANCES 


An examination of the foregoing financial and statistical 
tables brings out several facts deserving of some explanation. 
The average cost per pupil shows an appreciable increase for 
the preceding two years. The amount is determined by a 
division of the total expense by the number of pupils. Any 
ünusual variation in either the dividend or the divisor will 
show at once in the average cost per pupil. There has been a 
constant increase in the average cost throughout the country, 
due to the steadily increasing salaries paid to all employees 
and to the tendency to decrease the size of the classes in the 
elementary grades. Both of these tendencies increased the 
expenditures more rapidly than the attendance, hence an in- 
creased average cost per pupil. For the past two years there 
have been influences which served to decrease the attendance 
and to further increase the salary expense. The consequence 
has been an unusual increase for both years in the average 
cost per pupil. The only plan by which this increase could 
have been checked was by a material decrease in the teaching 
force. If the loss in attendance had been in one school the 
teaching force could have been reduced to that extent. The 
loss in the number of pupils was general throughout the schools 
and different grades and amounted to less than three pupils 
per teacher. Consequently except to a very limited extent 
there was no opportunity for economy in this direction. For 
the first term of the year 1917-18 the number of pupils in 
attendance is the largest by a small number in the history of 
the department. This increased pupil membership will act to 
restore the normal balance, and will reduce the average cost 
per pupil slightly over three dollars per year. Nearly eighty- 
three per cent of the maintainance expense of the public 
schools is for salaries. Therefore comparative tables of per 
capita cost are influenced materially by any salary changes. 
A very moderate increase of $50 per year for each salaried 
memiber of the department would increase the average cost 
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per pupil two dollars, The increased membership of pupils 
without any genera] increases in salaries should result in a 


per capita cost of $44 per pupil for 1918, against $45.49 
for 1917. 


RETURNS FOR SCHOOL YEARS 1915-16—1916-17 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS (NUMBER, TEACHERS, ATTENDANCE) 


1915-16 1916-17 


Number of public day schools (class rooms), 


175 


180 


ENROLLMENT ON ALL THE PUBLIC DAY SCHOOLS 


1915-16 1916-17 
Total enrollment, 1130 6758 
Number under 5 years of age, 206 145 
Number over 15 years of age, 188 697 
Number between 7 and 14 years of age, 3754 4858 
Number between 14 and 16 years of age, 1067 1187 

MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE 

1915-16 1916-17 

Average membership in the public day schools, 6429.61 6062.23 

Average attendance in the public day schools, 5968.55 5577.56 
Per cent of attendance, 93.84 92 

Number completing grammar school course: 
(a) Boys, 174 195 
(b) Girls, 199 199 
Total, 373 294 
TEACHERS 

:1915-16 1916-17 
Number employed in January, 251 254 
(a) Men, 20 22 
(b) Women, 231 232 
Number graduated from college, total, 54 53 
(a) In elementary schools, total, 8 8 
(1) Men, ` 4 4 
(2) Women, 4 4 
(b) In high schools, total, 46 44 
(1) Men, 15 14 
(2) Women, 31 31 
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EVENING SCHOOLS 


Number of Evening Schools, 
(a) Elementary, 
(b) High, 
| (c) Drawing, 
(d) Other evening schools, 


(e) Number of pupils enrolled, total, 
(1) Men, 
(2) Women, 


(f) Average attendance, 
(g) Number of sessions, 


(h) Number of teachers, 


(i) Total Expenditures for support of 


evening schools, 


(j) Expenditure per pupil based on 
average attendance, 


TABULATION OF TEACHERS, JANUARY 1st, 1918 


Superintendent, 
Supervisors, 
Principals, 

High School Teachers, 
Elementary Teachers, 


Kindergarten, 


1915-16 
17 
13. 


17 


1916-17 
15 
11 


$2,178.61 $1,710.30 


1.51 


Men Women 


1 
3 3 
5 10 
13 40 
176 
11 


10.45 


Total 


252 


Grades 


1B to 
1A to 
1A to 
1A to 
2B to 
2A to 
2B to 
2A to 
3B to 
3A to 
3B to 
3A to 
4B to 
4A to 
4B to 
5B to 
5A to 
5B to 
5A to 
6B to 
6A to 
6B to 
6A to 
7B to 
TB to 
TA to 
TA to 
8B to 
8B to 
8A to 


1A 
2B 
2B 
2A 
2A 
3B 
3B 
3A 
3A 
4B 
4B 
4A 
4A 
5B 
5B 
5A 
6B 
6B 
6A 
6A 
7B 
TB 
TA 
TA 
8B 
8A 
8B 
8A 
High 
High 
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PERCENT PROMOTED, JUNE, 1917 


Number Not Total Percent 
Promoted Promoted Number Promoted 
309 62 371 83.29 
189 15 204 92.64 
272 19 291 93.47 
50 1 51 99. 
322 32 354 90.96 
211 20 231 91.35 
102 $5 102 100. 
21 Ge 27 100. 
347 24 371 93.53 
290 8 298 97.31 
70 S 10 100. 
38 1 39 99. 
322 6 328 98.17 
262 4 266 98.49 
44 1 45 99. 
277 2 279 99.28 
234 8 242 96.69 
44 Js 44 100. 
23 s 23 100. 
292 8 300 97.33 
232 8 240 96.66 
3 is 3 100. 
3 S 3 100. 
247 16 263 93.91 
17 vs 17 100. 
24 "m 24 100. 
174 5 179 97.20 
22 oe 22 100. 
211 P 211 100. 
165 gx 165 100. 


4823 240 5063 95.26 
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THE REACTION OF WAR UPON PUBLIC EDUCATION 


While the slogan to “Make the World Safe for Democ- 
racy” has been accepted as the supreme task of the nations, 
the educational systems, from kindergartens to universities, 
are grappling with the problem of making democracy safe for 
the world. It 1s maintained that never in the history of our 
nation has been placed a greater burden upon the institutions 
of learning that at the present time. The French nation wisely 
realized that the education of their youth must not only be 
sustained, but should be emphasized more than in times of 
peace. The English nation curtailed their school systems and 
rescinded the employment laws of minors. The purposes of 
these acts were to conserve public funds and to create a supply 
of juvenile labor. A brief experience under these conditions 
speedily convinced the nation that they had made a serious 
error. For some time the English authorities have been en- 
deavoring to restore their school systems to the condition 
which existed before the war. Upon the declaration of war 
by this country there sprang up the same impulses to decrease 
the expenditures for public schools. There was a movement 
in several states to annul the laws governing the employment 
of child labor. A second more serious thought and the ex- 
ample furnished by the foreign governments brought about a 
speedy reaction in sentiment. Now the appeal comes from all 
those in positions of authority to do more in our schools for 
those who have been termed “The Hope of the World." This 
principal seemed to be so basicly important that the United 
States Commissioner of Education issued the following con- 
cise statement: 


"One point I firmly believe should be impressed as 
strongly as possible on the public mind. That is: no inter- 
ference with the program of public education should be made 
except under conditions of most absolute and final necessity. 
Should we not bear in mind that the war itself is primarily a 
concern of this adult generation, and that the schools should 
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be kept as free as possible from any unnecessary diversion 
from their fundamental task? Serious interruptions to that 
task cannot fail to burden unfairly the next generation. 


"Any suggestions for the alteration of the work of the 
schools should be tested on the point as to whether or not they 
are educationally desirable." 


It is difficult yet to formulate a complete plan of pro- 
cedure which shall place our public education in tune with 
present conditions and future needs. The changed viewpoint 
from strict neutrality to active Participancy in war has been 
too rapid and too extreme to expect the schools to keep apace. 
In one day we passed from the exclusion in the class rooms 
of all expression upon the merits of the question to an active 
campaign of education in the causes of the war, in patriotism, 
in thrift and personal sacrifices. Certain phases of the war 
have taught already short lessons of past neglect. Among 
these lessons are the lack of proper physical training, the 
tendency to extravagance, the excessive waste of the essentials 
of living, a disinclination to sacrifice personal desire for the 
good of the whole, disrespect for authority, and sectionalism. 


This suggestive enumeration of weaknesses in our national 
character is not applicable either in whole or in part to our 
entire citizenship. There appears to be however, almost 
universal agreement that our national character has disclosed 
weaknesses under a severe test. In placing the responsibility 
for these defects public education must accept its due share 
of criticism. Nevertheless it should not be assumed that 
educators have neglected either in theory or practice other 
elements in the training of our youth outside the ability to 
read, write and figure. The training of the body, thrift, the 
responsibilities of citizenship have been recognized as essential 
features in complete education. Yet when the test has come 
educators realize that there has not been sufficient emphasis 
upon these factors in education. In the light of our present 
experiences it almost seems as though these factors have rested 
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upon an academic basis for their Justification. In explanation 
perhaps it may be suggested that in the face of many years of 
prosperity and freedom from any national crisis this viewpoint 
could not be otherwise. 


There is no question, however, but that the educational 
administrators throughout the country are aroused to the 
situation which exists, and to the present and future problems 
which face them. If like Aladdin it were necessary only to rub 
a magic lamp to have their desires fulfilled there would occur 
wonderful transformations over night. In practice, however, 
the most desirable modifications and additions to our educa- 
tional systems cannot come to pass at the expression of a 
desire. The public school system is one of the mightiest of 
our national institutions. It rests primarily upon the desires 
of the public which controls the policies and supplies the large 
sums of money necessary to its maintenance. Consequently 
before our educational system can profit from the lessons 
which are being taught almost daily public sentiment must be 
aroused to the necessity of the situation and be willing to per- 
form its essential part. 


There are three main phases of the problem, omitting for 
the sake of simplicity others which are chiefly administrative. 
The schools should be maintained at their present efficiency. 
New elements should be introduced into the curriculum, or 
present elements enlarged and revised. Suggestions which 
interfere with the activities of the schools should be avoided. 
In maintaining the schools at their present efficiency there is 
encountered at once the insistent demand for labor. As adult 
labor has been diverted to other industria] channels or into 
direct war service there has arisen an increasing tendency to 
draw upon the supply of juvenile labor which under ‘normal 
conditions would remain in school Abnormal wages and 
economic pressure in the homes have been successful in taking 
from the grade and high schools in unprecedented numbers 
children over fourteen years of age, thus removing from the 
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schools those for whom the schools might do the most good. 
Consequently these young people will enter into their full 
citizenship at the critical period following the war without the 
benefit of careful training during their most impressionable 
year. Military or naval service and attractive industrial oppor- 
tunities have withdrawn many superior teachers. Even at 
the present time there is a serious shortage of properly quali- 
fied men for teaching positions. When it is considered that 
there exists a decrease of from twenty to fifty per cent in the 
enrollment of normal schools, colleges and teacher-training 
schools, the seriousness of the teacher shortage is better appre- 
ciated. If, as is probably true, that the industries are most 
responsible for this shortage of teachers it becomes obvious 
that our public schools are in direct competition with com- 
mercial concerns for the services of skilled employees. School 
authorities are placed therefore in the situation of finding 
more funds to maintain the schools both for salaries and gen- 
eral supplies at a time when increased tax rates meet with 
criticism. No criticism, however, can escape the fact that if 
the public desire to maintain their schools up to their past 
standards larger appropriations must be forthcoming. There 
is no reason to expect that public institutions will escape the 
increased cost of materials and labor. This situation is gen- 
eral throughout the country, and has been recognized by in- 
creases in salaries in most communities. These increases have 
not as a rule kept pace with the cost of living nor have they 
been in proportion with the increases accorded the employees 
of private concerns. A recognition of the economic fact that 
increased pay and higher cost of living run in a vicious circle 
is poor comfort to the people concerned, and does not deter 
the teachers from accepting more attractive commercial posi- 
tions. 


The revision of the curriculum to introduce new subjects 
or to enlarge the scope of the subjects now in force is distinctly 
a local problem varying according to the condition in which 
each individual school system finds itself when measured 
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against the task of measuring up to its public obligation. 
Communities which have established systems of physical train- 
ing and industrial courses have little to fear in the way of 
increased cost of maintenance. The problem of such com- 
munities is largely in the way of revision and refinement and 
will have little influence upon the public purse. Communities 
which have neglected these altogether important phases of 
education must make a simple choice between a neglect of 
public duty and an increased appropriation for the support of 
their schools. No person with the slightest knowledge of the 
tremendous percentage of rejections of soldiers and sailors 
for simple physical defects can escape the obvious conclusion 
that as a nation we have neglected sadly the primary duty of 
making sound bodies in which to develop trained minds. We 
have endeavored to erect our house upon a foundation of sand. 
Not so obvious but equally true is the lesson to be drawn from 
our lack of trained workers at a time when the demand 1s 
imperative. Disinclined or ill-suited to academic subjects and 
without opportunity to develop a natural aptitude our boys 
and girls have drifted away from schools into unskilled chan- 
nels of labor. Both our physical well being and industrial 
training are of first importance for our national welfare at 
all times. War has served merely as a medium to emphasize 
our lack. These features can be secured and thus insure a 
solid foundation for future years in one way and in one way 
only and that by expenditure of money for equipment and 
instructors. It is an issue which the public must face and 
settle. 


A third phase of the problem was stated as the necessity 
of avoiding suggestions and alterations which would interfere 
with the regular school activities. Public school systems have 
always been subject to a demand for recognition of special 
days and particular topics. Many of these requests have been 
for worthy objects but in the aggregate would become a de- 
cided burden upon the time and energy of the teachers and 
pupils. To choose wisely has always been a delicate matter 
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for those in authority. Requests tending toward exploitation 
and for advertising purposes have been too numerous. Such 
requests are denied through rules governing such matters. 
Now there appears a different type of requests classified as 
war activities which are not so easily answered. "There is no 
argument concerning the merit of Conservation, Liberty Bonds, 
Red Cross or our other war benevolences. Moreover we owe 
it to our government to instruct our youth upon these vital 
matters. At the same time the regular and additional school 
work can use to advantage all the time at our disposal. With 
these two distinctly opposite claims upon the time and energy 
of the schools it becomes a difficult problem to strike a just 
balance. It is claimed that solicitation of funds shall be pro- 
hibited for this leads to undemocratic distinctions. There is 
as yet no unanimity in thought or practice as to the proportion 
of time which should be used in direct propaganda or as to the 
advisability of having work done by outside speakers rather 
than by regular teachers. Those who have thrown open the 
doors of their schools for such purposes already feel the 
burden as it is impossible to make distinctions between the 
various causes. Where the line has been drawn sharply against 
interference of the school work there is the feeling that the 
school has fallen short of its whole duty. In this state the 
Commissioner of Education has appointed a special committee 
to consider the various activities as they arise and to recom- 
mend a procedure to the school departments throughout the 
state. This plan may prove to be a fair solution of a vexing 
problem. 


The slogan, “Business as Usual," has been shown to be a 
false and impossible viewpoint in the business world. The 
business of education likewise finds itself working with new 
and untried factors. The task of doing as much and more for 
our youth than has ever been attempted in the face of national 
changes and outside pressure will require time and thought. 
One fact stands out distinctly. This is no time to cramp 
financial resources of the public school. On the contrary the 
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maintenance of the work of education must be classified as an 
essential feature of our national preparation for war and 
subsequent peace. 


PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AS AFFECTED BY WAR 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 


Elementary school enrollment in the United States has been 
affected by the war, but not to the extent of making it less than 
that of last year. The following statistics are compiled from re- 
ports of 1,411 cities and 696 counties or districts: 


Enrollment, 1916, 6,791,470 
Enrollment, 1917, 6,959,262 
Increase, 167,792 


The normal increase would have been 2% per cent. The actual 
increase falls short of this by 1,994, or .03 per cent. 


HIGH SCHOOLS 


There is an increase in high school enrollment, but it is only 
one-fourth of the normal increase. The following figures are based 
` on reports from high schools enrolling 58 per cent of the pupils: 


Enrollment, 1916, 847,497 
Enrollment, 1917, 863,664 
Increase, 16,667 


The normal theoretical increase could have been 64,345 (916% 
per year). The actual increase is 16,667. The decrease from normal 
high school enrollment is therefore about 7 per cent. 


ENROLLMENT BY CLASSES 


In all but the fourth year there is a decline in the number of 
boys in high school, but an increase in the number of girls. The 
separate figures for boys and girls by classes are as follows: 
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BOYS (HIGH SCHOOL) 
Increase or 


Class Year Enrollment Decrease 
1st 1916 141,200 

1917 141,293 —6 
2nd 1916 89,949 

1917 89,774 —175 
3rd 1916 62,177 

1917 61,519 —658 
4th 1916 45,217 

1917 45,572 —355 


GIRLS (HIGH SCHOOL) 
Increase or 


Class Year Enrollment Decrease 
1st 1916 159,933 

1917 162,942 | +3009 
2nd 1916 107,637 

1917 111,939 +4302 
3rd 1916 77,718 

1917 80,219 +2501 
4th 1916 60,792 

1917 64,547 +3755 


PHYSICAL TRAINING 


There are indications that a mandatory act establishing 
training throughout the public schools of the state will be 
enacted by the next legislature. There is an almost unanimous 
opinion among teachers, military officets and leaders of public 
opinion that our youth need systematic physical training not 
alone for military service, but in preparation for life. The 
physical examinations of our young men have revealed lament- 
able physical defects which might have been prevented by 
early systematic training. 


The provisions of the proposed bill have been summarized 
admirably in a recent circular issued by the Massachusetts 
Civic League. 
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"Several bills for this purpose have been introduced in 
the legislature. One of these, House Bill 1663, is presented, 
together with an admirable report by the commission, con- 
sisting of President Harry A. Garfield of Williams College, 
Miss Sarah Louise Arnold, Dean of Simmons College, and 
Dr. William A. Brooks, appointed by Governor McCall last 
summer to consider the subject of physical training in the 
public schools. 


The commission's bill provides in substance that the State 
Board of Education shall appoint a director of physical edu- 
cation, with two assistants (one a woman), who shall have 
general supervision of physical education in the public schools 
throughout the state and shall outline courses of study. 
Physical education is made to include directed play, games, 
athletics, camping and instruction in personal hygiene and 
sanitation of the camp, the home and the community. Not 
less than two hours a week in elementary schools and three 
hours in high schools are to be given to this subject, and the 
extra time required being added to the school day if the local 
school board so elects. 


The bill also provides for the instruction of teachers and 
for Teachers' conferences, for local advisory councils like 
those now connected with State-aided industrial schools, and 
for a general survey of physical education in the Common- 
wealth. The system of physical education outlined by the 
director and approved by the Board of Education is to be 
introduced in all the public schools, but the introduction is to 
be gradual, and courses in physical education already in opera- 
tion may be temporarily or permanently approved. 


A very important provision is that the director, besides 
his work in connection with the public schools, shall co- 
operate with the cities and towns in providing adequate facil- 
ities for recreation and exercise in the form of gymnastics, 
playgrounds and summer camps and in other ways. In this 
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connection it is provided that his vacation and that of his 
assistants shall not occur in summer. The bill thus recognizes 
the fact that the schools alone cannot do all that needs to be 
done for the healthy growth of children through play and 
exercise, and makes provision toward the enlistment of the 
whole communty in the promotion of this most valuable form 
of education." 


An examination of the proposed systems shows no intent 
to interfere with strong systems already in force in various 
communities. The intent is to advise and to help those with- 
out physical training at present to establish approved systems. 
Such cities will find difficulty in securing properly qualified 
kupervisors at present owing to the heavy demand for such 
men in many cities where the authorities are introducing 
physical training courses into their schools. In states where 
physical] training has been nrade compulsory it has been im- 
possible to secure a sufficient number of qualified directors. 
Other results will come to pass through the adoption of this 
act. Gymnasiums will be required to furnish proper facilities 
for the in-door exercises. School sessions must be lengthened 
to include the required amount of time which for the high 
schools will be three hours per week. Measured against the 
benefits which will result from systematic physical training 
for all children these added burdens and minor charges can- 
not be considered serious. Hitherto the emphasis has been 
upon mental development to the neglect of the physical wel- 
fare. The proposed addition to the curriculum is a long step 
toward establishing a proper balance. 


In conclusion a few suggestive figures of rejectments 
from the army because of physical unfitness will serve to 
summarize the argument for physical training. Previous to 
the war the army has rejected from 70 per cent to 80 per cent 
of all applicants. In 1915 the navy and marine corps rejected 
94.3 per cent of the total applications for physical unfitness. 
In the first draft the Massachusetts rejection for physical un- 
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fitness was 35.48 per cent. An additional 5 to Io per cent were 
rejected later at the cantonments. This drafted group repre- 
sents a complete vertical section of our male population at the 
best age, 20 to 30. That over 40 per cent were rejected for 
physical defects is a sad commentary upon the physical fitness 
of our youth. 


MENTAL DEFECTIVES 


Every school department has among its pupils an appre- 
ciable percentage who are unable to maintain the regular 
progress of other pupils of the same age. Disregarding the 
occasional idiot and imbecile who have no place in the public 
schools, this group of pupils may be divided between the back- 
ward and the feeble minded. Pupils may be backward for 
numerous reasons such as ill health, ignorance of the langu- 
age, or frequent changes of residence. Such pupils by special 
attention may be brought up to their normal grade. The 
feeble minded pupils can never maintain the normal grade 
because of an inherent brain defect. Such pupils require 
special treatment in small classes where quite different work 
is carried on from that in the regular class rooms. The prac- 
tice of permitting both the backward and the feeble minded 
pupils to remain in the regular class rooms is unfair both to 
these pupils and to the remainder of the class. The attention 
of the teacher is divided between those who can and those 
who cannot progress uniformly. Even with an undue pro- 
portion of the time and attention of the teacher the backward 
and feeble minded pupils do not keep up with the others. In 
consequence such pupils not only are failing to receive the 
treatment they require but also they are acting as a drag upon 
the others. Although these facts have been recognized, a re- 
cent survey of the state shows a surprisingly small number of 
cities and towns making any special provision for such pupils. 
A very small number of school departments make a distinction 
between the backward and the feeble-minded, and in this 
connection by feeble-minded is meant morons with a mentality 
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between 7 and 13 years of age. The report states that so cities 
or towns have special classes for the backward or feeble- 
minded pupils. Twelve of these communities have special 
classes for the feeble minded alone. The conspicuous reason 
for this apparent neglect is that the public has not realized the 
economic gain in giving these children a training which will 
make them self-supporting rather than a public charge. Con- 
sequently requests for appropriations for such classes are dis- 
regarded. There are practical difficulties in establishing such 
classes. Except in large cities with congested population, 
feeble minded children must travel some distance to attend one 
of the limited number of classes. Parents of such children are 
adverse to admit that their children are in any way abnormal, 
and object strongly to having their children placed in so con- 
spicuous a position. After these classes have been in existence 
for a short time experience has shown that this parental objec- 
tion gives way to appreciation as the parents realize the bene- 
fits derived. 


The care of the feeble-minded has an application to the 
local public schools. There are a sufficient number of pro- 
nounced morons among our children to provide four groups 
of fifteen pupils each. The difficulties would be to secure 
sufficient funds to provide adequate rooms for the classes in 
the best locations, and to overcome the opposition of parents. 
None of these difficulties are sufficintly serious to stand in the 
way of the establishment of such classes if the public can be 
made to realize the importance of giving the feeble-minded 
children a specialized training. It must be shown that such 
children are not merely dull, stupid, lazy or hopeless as they 
have been classified ignorantly since the beginning of public 
education. The recognition of morons as a distinct type is too 
recent an advance in medical science to have become public 
knowledge. Science recognizes these children as mentally de- 
fective and as a menace to society unless properly trained. It 
is the duty of public education to minimize this menace by 
giving a training suited to their limited mentality. 
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CLASSES FOR FEEBLE-MINDED AND BACKWARD 
CHILDREN IN MASSACHUSETTS 


The following table gives the number of special classes for the 
mentally handicapped in the public schools of the state in 1916, 
the number enrolled, and an estimate of further needs made by the 
Superintendent of Schools: 


E á di Er mn El 
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E to ° og nose 
Se «7 PAS E Set 
Feeble-minded exclusively, 12 83 1283 1625 
Feeble-minded and backward 
together, 16 126 1383 444 
Backward exclusively, 13 15 262 218 
No. special classes, 300 0 0 1900 
341 224 2908 4187 


Nine towns employ special teachers to give individual instruc- 
tion to backward pupils in the regular classes. Estimated humber 
of pupils helped per day, 130. One superintendent estimates that 
300 pupils had been given such assistance during the year. 


SCHOOL GARDENS 


School garden projects have been an established auxiliary 
activity of public schools in many communities for several 
years. This work has been more conspicuous in cities where 
land for home gardens was less available than in suburban cities 
and towns. This year the national necessity for increased 
food productions led to a considerable development of school 
gardens. In common with many other cities the school de- 
partment of this city undertook this work in connection with 
the general plan of community gardens. The local work was 
commenced under conditions which can be improved upon 
another year. The season was well advanced before the pro- 
ject was started. We were without experience and had no 
definite plan of procedure. There was a scarcity of seed, tools 
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and fertilizer. It was difficult to secure labor to prepare the 
land for cultivation. As an unfortunate climax the season was 
unpropitious and the results were disappointing in some 
respects. Yet in spite of these difficulties the valuation of the 
products made a splendid showing. Much of the credit for 
this work is due to Mr. Victoreen, who was transferred from ` 
his regular work to become garden supervisor. Mr. Victoreen 
organized the work skillfully and proved to be indefatigable 
in stimulating interest and in supervising the gardens. About 
1,150 pupils cultivated either home gardens or had plots in the 
school gardens. Of these two plans the home gardens proved 
to be the more successful. After the first enthusiasm waned 
there was an inclination to neglect gardens at some distance 
from the home. The number of gardens involved made it 
impossible for the supervisor to make as frequent visits as was 
desirable. Mr. Victoreen secured a group of volunteer in- 
spectors who gave valuable aid in visiting the home gardens, 
and in keeping up the interest of the children. In order to in- 
sure success such assistance is essential. The exhibit held at 
the Allen Farm in the fall demonstrated the possibilities of 
school gardens. The products compared favorably with those 
exhibited by adult gardeners. A healthy rivalry between the 
schools should serve as a stimulant to even larger results for 
another year. 


The necessity for even greater efforts in increasing the 
food production next season are well understood. The school 
pupils present a source of labor not otherwise utilized. By 
maintaining gardens well within their capacity to handle they 
can render most valuable service in making their families 
independent of the public markets; and thus contribute their 
mite in releasing food for national service. This work is 
valuable for the training given the children in useful labor. 
At this time the children can be taught that they are giving 
valuable service to their nation in the task of aiding to feed 
the nations with whom we are allied. 
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SCHOOL GARDENS FOR 1917 


Home gardens planted, 

Group gardens planted: 
Dartmouth Street, 
West Street, 
Crofut Street, 


Total, 


Estimated value of home garden products, 
Estimated value of group garden products, 


Total value, 
Prizes awarded at Central Berkshire Fair: 


Ribbons, 
Cash Prizes, 


984 
48 
12 
52 

1156 


$9,850 
350 


$10,200 


152 
$67 


REPORT OF PRINCIPAL OF HIGH SCHOOL 


. Mr. C. G. Persons, 
Superintendent of Schools, 
Pittsfield, Mass. 
Deer Sir: 


I herewith submit my report of the high school for the 
year I9I7. 


CHANGES OF TEACHERS 


The past year has seen several changes in the teaching 
force. The present principal entered upon his duties on 
April rst, filling the vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Harry E. Pratt. Since the beginning of the fall term the posi- 
tion had been filled by Mr. Goodwin as acting principal, Mr. 
Burke serving as acting vice-principal. The school has suf- 
fered greatly in the loss of several teachers. Mr. Warren T. 
Cole died in August, from the results of an operation. His 
loss to the school, coming after twenty years of faithful serv- 
ice, is one hard to be made up. Miss Sarah F. Dibble had to 
be retired in June, after twenty-five years of service, owing 
to a serious illness which has left her unable to do further 
work. It is a source of satisfaction to report that she has 
been granted a pension from the city. Her faithfulness in 
the interests of her pupils is gratefully acknowledged by many 
of our citizens. Mr. T. F. Cooke and Miss Laura B. Kenney 
resigned in October to accept positions elsewhere. The new 
teachers added to the faculty are Dr. Morris Katz. temporarily 
filling the vacancy in French and German. Mr. Charles B. 
Sylvester in mathematics and Miss Helen Robinson in 
English and business branches. 
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CHANGES IN THE COURSES OF STUDY 


The following changes have been made in the work of the 
school. In the College Preparatory Course, Ancient History 
has been made a first year subject with a review course made 
optional for the third year. The work in mathematics has 
been extended through all four years; physics and chemistry 
have been reversed, chemistry becoming a third and physics a 
fourth year subject. The object has been to provide a course 
which meets all college requiréments and at the same time 
allow as many optional subjects as possible. 


In the English Course. general science has been added to 
the work of the first year in place of biology which has been 
made a second year subject. Two years of a modern language 
and U. S. History and Civics have been made required work. 
New courses in European History have been added. 


Several subjects in the Business Course have been re- 
arranged and more history made elective. The old two years' 
course has been abolished but a suitable certificate will be 
awarded to those who leave school after completing the regular 
work of the first two years. 


NEED FOR NEW COURSES 


The principal is impressed more and more with the in- 
adequacy of the present curriculum. A comparison of our 
school with others in the state. many of them in smaller 
places, shows that Pittsfield is lagging far behind in the amount 
and variety of service rendered to pupils of high school age. 


The character of a city's population should determine the 
kind of subjects offered in the high school. The idea that the 
high school is a fitting school for college is rapidly giving place 
to the conviction that the high school, for most of our boys 
and girls is a place where they finish their formal education 
before going out into the world to take their places in its 
varied activities. Pittsfield is a manufacturing city as well 
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as the commercial centre for Western Massachusetts and most 
of our students find their way into the industries of the com- 
munity. Many leave at an early age, remaining only until 
they are of legal age to leave school. The question we should 
ask ourselves as a community is this: Are we giving our boys 
and girls the best equipment for the work they are to do? 
A glance at the courses offered will at once convince us that 
we are not. With the exception of the commercial subjects 
offered, our work is entirely academic in its nature. Courses 
in hand work, such as manual arts, machine design and 
draughting, domestic economy and science, dressmaking, 
millinery, pattern-making and the mathematics and chemistry 
of these subjects are conspicuous by their absence. 


Many of our boys and girls see nothing real or useful in 
our present work. It is not given to all to appreciate the fact 
that our academic activities are useful and practical as well 
as leading to a broader culture. They have neither the mental 
development nor the environment that lends weight to this 
truth. The result is that they drift along, adding failure to 
failure until they drop out of school. Even of those who take 
up the business branches there are many who have neither the 
qualifications nor the desire to enter an office at the end of 
their school course. 


Should it not be recognized that these boys and girls are 
just as worthy of our best efforts as those who are better 
equipped mentally? Are we not confining our educational 
advantages to those pupils who have in mind a higher educa- 
tional institution after leaving high school and allowing the 
others to drift? To enforce the truth of the inadequacy of 
our present methods it 1s only necessary to point out that the 
pupils who graduated last June comprise only 32 per cent of 
those who entered school four years before. Where are the 
remaining 68 per cent? Some are still in school trying to win 
a belated diplama, but nearly all have dropped by the wayside 
thus beginning life with the consciousness of failure in their 
first great enterprise. | 
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The percentage of failure is another indication of the 
same inadequacy of our curriculum. A report of failures in 
academic subjects for the last semester 1s herewith submitted: 


Subjects % of Failure 
Freshman English, 21.4 
u Algebra, 19.5 
S Latin, 33.3 
E History, 23.5 
Y Science, 14.0 
Sophomore English, 11.1 
B Geometry, 20.0 
We Latin, 27.0 
ú French (1st year), 17.6 
Junior English, 4.5 
m Geometry, 1.0 
i Latin, 26.3 
8 French (2nd Year), 15.0 
5 German (1st Year), 13.0 
d History, | 5.3 
Senior English, 4.8 
2 Latin, | 5.0 
Ke French (3rd Year), 6.7 
E German (2nd Year), 1.2 
9" German (3rd Year), 9.1 


It will be noticed at once that. with few exceptions, the 
high percentage of failure is in the work of the first two 
years. This can mean only one thing. viz: that the work 
assigned to many of our first and second year pupils is doing 
them little good. Every schoolmaster knows that ten pupils 
leave school because of lack of interest to one for pecuniary 
reasons. 


If it were possible to assign work of more practical value 
to such pupils they would not only remain in school longer, 
but what 1s far better, they would leave with the consciousness 
of having been more successful in their studies. It is a fact 
that wherever the curriculum has been extended to include 
manual training, draughting, machine work, agriculture, do- 
mestic science, dressmaking, millinery and physical training 
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the good results have at once been noticed in a larger attend- 
ance and a more interesting and helpful school. Pupils who 
make these subjects the basis of their course are also given 
English, some history and some science, thus getting consid- 
erable training in subjects of a more broadening and cultural 
value. 


A LONGER SCHOOL DAY 


. According to the records of the Massachusetts Board of 
Education among high schools of Class I the Pittsfield High 
School had the shortest net school day of any school in the 
state last year. Our net school day, i. e., the time actually 
spent in school recitation and study, was three hours and 
forty-seven minutes. This short school day is woefully in- 
adequate and the natural result has been to place too great 
stress upon that part of a students activity known as the reci- 
tation. With a large class the teacher can do little else in the 
short period than hear her pupils recite in order to find out 
whether they have done the required amount of home study. 
The recitation is, after all, a lesser activity of a students life 
while the greatest of all is study. This we leave almost en- 
tirely unsupervised, relegating it to the home after school 
hours, when the activities of high school pupils are centered 
elsewhere and upon things not pertaining to school. This 
brings about a condition that 1s entirely unsatisfactory because 
it gives rise to totally wrong conception on the part of the 
student. viz: that the chief aim of his study should be to "get 
by" in the recitation. Some pupils develop unsual expertness 
in impressing the teacher with qualifications that do not exist. 
being mistaken for mere glibness of speech, while pupils of 
slower speech who may be far better prepared do not show up 
so well. Many cases of poor preparation and low marks may 
be traced to this condition. | 


The principal hopes that the school day may be reorgan- 
ized, giving a much longer time to each subject and making 
supervised study and helpful instruction part of the program 
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for each subject period. This will render unnecessary the 
home work of the pupils, at least for the first two years, and 
will make possible a more intelligent application on the part 
of the slower pupils. 


ATHLETICS AND PHYSICAL TRAINING 


Physical training in our school is thus far confined to a 
limited system of athletics. In a real sense we have no phy- 
sical training. Each year we organize athletic teams in foot- 
ball, basketball and baseball and play games with neighboring 
schools. Much time and effort are spent in these activities 
and good results are at times seen in the physical development 
of the few who take part. The principal believes most thor- 
oughly in athletic contests. They develop not only a boy's 
muscles but also his brains and if rightly administered his 
moral fibre. It is because they are so beneficial that he wishes 
they might be extended so that each and every member of the 
school should receive the benefit instead of the few who under 
present conditions need it the least. 


Certain changes have been made during the year in the 
administration of athletics. A system of weekly penny col- 
lection was started in the spring in order to stimulate a sense 
of personal interest in athletics on the part of all the pupils. 
This payment is virtually unanimous and has been of great 
assistance in helping to pay our bills. All the pupils more- 
over become members of the athletic association by this act. 


The affairs of the athletic association are administered 
by a board comprised of nine members, two of whom are grad- 
uates of the high school, two teachers, four undergraduates and 
the school principal. The association is a member of the new 
Massachusetts High School Athletic Association and thus 
subscribes to eligibility rules which are uniform throughout 
the state. It is pleasing to note that the financial affairs per- 
taining to athletics havé become very much improved by the 
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change in administration and we expect to not only pay cur- 
rent bills, but, from time to time, retire some of our old out- 
standing debts. 

Athletics in our school should be supplemented by a 
system of physical training required of every boy and girl and 
administered as a department oí the school work. Our system 
of education will not be complete until we recognize and adopt 
the principle that the physical shall go hand in hand with the 
mental. A properly equipped gymnasium with ample shower 
bath and locker facilities for the pupils and a physical in- 
structor are of prime importance and should be provided. 


SCHOLARSHIP 


In considering our needs and our shortcomings we should 
not forget that the school still provides excellent training for 
many pupils. Of last June's graduating class twenty-one have 
gone to college and twelve to normal schools. Reports show 
that they are doing satisfactory work in the great majority of 
cases. Honor and credit lists of pupils have been made out in 
order to stimulate interest in good scholarship. The semester 
just ending shows twenty-three pupils whosé mark in each 
subject is 9o per cent or over and 174 more pupils whose gen- 
eral average for the semester is 85 per cent. Beginning this 
spring the organization of “Pro Merito" will be established, 
providing membership for all senior students whose average 
for the four years is 85 per cent. 


EQUIPMENT 


Our school is housed in two buildings, both poorly 
equipped and poorly lighted. Three separate groups of pupils 
attend classes, thus making impossible that unity of spirit and 
common interest so vital to the welfare of a school. The main 
building, although but twenty years old, is entirely unfitted to 
the purpose for which it was built. Pittsfield must look very 
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soon to the housing of its high school pupils if it is to maintain 
the high standard of scholarship of the past and keep pace 
with other cities in the future. Many of the needs of our 
school will be and must be entirely unsupplied until we get a 
new plant. Almong them may be mentioned all the new courses 
of study, physical training, supervised study, a longer school 
day, and a school restaurant. Without new quarters none of 
these improvements can be made to any good purpose. It is 
greatly to be hoped that with the return of peace no standard 
of economy will prevent the maintaining of our educational 
system up to the highest point of efficiency. | 


` Respectfully submitted, 
LORNE B. HULSMAN. 


REPORT OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OFFICER 


Mr. C. G. Persons, 
Superintendent of Schools, 


Pittsfield, Mass. 
Dear Sir: 


I herewith submit my report for the year 1917: 


I find as in previous years many cases of indifference on 
the part of parents to send their children to school regularly, 
and while nearly all seem to understand quite thoroughly the 
advantages of education, it is difficult to make some parents 
realize that an occasional day out of school amounts to any- 
thing. 


Many of the cases of truancy, tardiness, dishonesty and 
other offenses occur among children who, owing to over- 
crowded conditions, are transferred from the outlying districts 
to schools near the center of the city, and are thereby afforded 
opportunity before and after school to roam through the streets 
and stores, sometimes forgetting school and honesty. There 
is hardly a school day that my attention is not called to some 
case arising from this source. 


Since the opening of school in September I feel that the 
attendance has not been what it should, due in a measure to 
the inability of one man to cover as often as necessary so large 
a territory. With the new car just purchased by this depart- 
ment a better showing should, and I trust, will be made another 
year. 
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During the year I have picked up on the streets and taken 
or sent to school 34 children—32 boys and two girls. In only 
two cases was the same child found on the street more than 
once. One of these was finally committed to the Hampden 
County Training School. This was the only child committed 
during the year. 


The following report will show the work of the past year: 


Unexcused absences, 2124 
Truants, 66 
Cases of truancy, 90 
Children taken into court, 3 
Parents taken into court, 3 
Children committed, 1 
Contagious diseases reported by Board of Health: 
Chicken pox, 42 
Diphtheria, 42 
Measles, 406 
Mumps, 19 
Scarlet fever, 78 
Whooping cough, 46 


Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM F. CODY, 


Attendance Officer. 
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STATISTICAL REPORT FOR FALL TERM, 1916-17 


u F t 5 : š 
Se be S =Ë š EE 
BS ŻE 283 <2 < EE 
High, 970 870 734 789.53 745.87 94.47 
Plunkett, 637 684 558 672.57 ` 518.2 90.50 
Tucker, 517 558 475 493.6 447.59 90.67 
Mercer, 450 456 416 425.91 296.52 93.1 
Mercer Primary, 295 314 256 269.07 243. 90.31 
Crane, 555 478 489 524.92 489.52 93.25 
Pomeroy, 338 332 303 312.02 291.75 93.50 
Rice, 450 467 415 435.23 406.81 93.47 
Bartlett, 421 443 395 400.87 369.28 92.12 
Redfield, 386 408 359 368.75 341.51 92.61 
Russell, 289 291 265 271.14 255.35 94.18 
Dawes, 536 540 453 475.22 433.74 91.27 
Briggs, 211 210 185 192.63 179.55 93.21 
Stearns, 149 155 146 141.9 131.74 92.84 
Pontoosuc, 217 216 179 198.55 175.8 88.54 
Nugent, 167 168 137 146.73 135.22 92.16 
Peck’s, 50 54 51 48.11 45.15 93.85 
Coltsville, 31 31 26 25.76 23.56 | 95.3 
Tracy, 15 15 14 13.40 12.29 91.71 
Morewood, 16 16 15 15.45 13.66 88.41 
Osceola, 23 22 16 19.28 16.58 85.95 
West Part, 29 25 13 23.52 21.95 89.52 


6752 6853 5900 6164.16 5694.64 92.38 
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WILLIAM F. BARTLETT SCHOOL BANK 
Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1917 


Balance on hand, January 1, 1917, $155.73 
Receipts: 
Deposited by Pupils, $923.17 
Deposited by Teachers, 46.50 
Interest, 2.30 
— 971.97 
$1,127.70 


Disbursements: 


Deposited on Pupils' Savings Bank Books, $972.15 
Deposited on Teachers' Savings Bank Books, 6.00 


Cash to Pupils, 35.76 
Cash to Teachers, 40.50 
Interest, 2.30 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1918, 10.39 
——————— $1,127.70 
Number of Bank Books issued to Depositors this year, 110 


HELENA J. JORDAN, Cashier. 


CRANE SCHOOL BANK 
Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1917 


Balance on hand, January 1, 1917, $76.79 
Receipts: 
Deposited by Pupils, $677.97 
Deposited by Teachers, 184.50 
Interest, 5.44 
— 867.91 
$944.70 


Disbursements: 


Deposited on Pupils' Savings Bank Books, $629.92 
Deposited on Teachers' Savings Bank Books, 184.50 


Cash to Pupils, 32.22 
Interest to School Account, 1.18 ' 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1918, 96.88 
$944.70 
Number of Bank Books issued to Depositors, 1917, 16 


HARRY C. DARLING, Cashier. 
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HENRY L. DAWES SCHOOL BANK 


Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1917 


Balance on hand, January 1, 1917, $64.16 
Receipts: 

Deposited by Pupils, $495.51 

Interest, 1.96 


— 497.47 


| $561.63 
Disbursements: 
Deposited on Pupils' Savings Bank Books, $490.09 
Cash to Pupils, 28.45 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1918, 43.09 
— $561.63 
Number of Berkshire County Savings Bank Books issued, 104 


MARIA A. DENNY, Cashier. 


WILLIAM M. MERCER SCHOOL BANK 
Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1917 


Balance on hand, January 1, 1917, $413.08 
Recelpts: 
Deposited by Pupils, $2,000.78 
Deposited by Teachers, 237.40 
Interest, 9.54 
— —  2,247.72 
$2,720.80 


Disbursements: 


Deposited on Pupils' Savings Bank Books, $1,511.10 
Deposited on Teachers’ Savings Bank Books, 297.40 


Cash to Pupils, 152.36 
Cash to Teachers, 16.00 
Interest to School Account, 58.00 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1918, 685.94 


$2,720.80 
GEORGE W. GARDNER, Cashier. 
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WILLIAM R. PLUNKETT SCHOOL BANK 


Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1917 


Balance on hand, January Ist, 1917, 

Receipts: 
Deposited by Pupils, $276.79 
Interest, 13.50 


— L 290.29 


Disbursements: 


Deposited on Pupitg’ Savings Bank Books, — $271.54 


Cash to Pupils, - 25.47 
Interest to School Account, 26.00 
Balance on hand, January 1st, 1918, 191.17 


—— . $513.18 


Number of Bank Books issued to Depositors this year, 


MARY A. BRENNAN, Cashier. 


POMEROY SCHOOL BANK 


Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1917 


Receipts: 
Deposited by Pupils, $225.58 
Interest, -90 


——~ $226.48 


Disbursements: 


Deposited on Pupil’s Savings Bank Books, $98.37 


Cash to Pupils, 25.83 
Interest, .90 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1918, -101.38 


~~~ ž $226.48 


E. G. BRIDGHAM, Cashier. 


$222.89 


113 


WILLIAM B. RICE SCHOOL BANK 
Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1917 


Balance on hand, January 1, 1917, $63.06 
Receipts: 
Deposited by Pupils, $875.00 
Interest, 1.06 
—U 876.06 
$939.12 


Disbursements: 
Deposited on Pupils' Savings Bank Books, $836.83 


Cash to Pupils, 37.46 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1918, 64.83 

i — DT $939.12 

Number of Bank Books issued to Depositors, 91 


ROSE O. KENDALL, Cashier. 


JOSEPH TUCKER SCHOOL BANK 
Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1917 


Balance on hand, January 8, 1917, $120.86 
Receipts: 
Deposited by Pupils, $1,020.94 
Deposited by Teachers, 607.00 
Interest, 3.84 
—— 1,631.78 
$1,752.64 


Disbursements: 


Deposited on Pupils’ Savings Bank Books, $985.11 
Deposited on Teachers’ Savings Bank Books, 505.00 


Cash to Pupils, 51.88 
Cash to Teachers, 107.00 
Interest to School Account, 1.46 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1918, 102.19 


$1,752.64 
Number of Berkshire County Savings Bank Books 
issued to Depositors this year, 71 


CHARLES E. BENNETT, Cashier 
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GRADUATES OF PITTSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 


CLASS OF 1917 


NAMES OF GRADUATES 


Mildred Hannah Adams 
Edgar David Aldrich 
Viola Cecelia Ano 
- Walter Patrick Austin 
Helen Sibyl Barnes 
Sherrill Pettigrew Bates 
Geraldine Merrill Benedict 
Marguerite Anne Bligh 
Alice Evelyn Breck 
Marion Elizabeth Buckley 
Margaret Elizabeth Burns 
Edythe Annette Campbell 
Ernest Andrew Carpino 
Leona Ina Sally Chase 
George Francis Clark 
Marion Bement Clark 
Ellen Marjorie Coffey 
Charles Reuel Cole 
Beulah Hines Coleman 
William Henry Cooney 
Madeline Helen Cushman 
Beatrice Barnum Cummings 
Helen Grace Donovan 
Emmet Francis Dwyer 
Mary Irene Fahey 
Helen Coleman Fallon 
Helen Mary Flynn 
Harry Francis Flynn 
Marcella Thompson Margaret 
Flynn 
Edith Taylor Fobes 
Beatrice Sidonia Foster 
Anna Rose Frank 
Owen Lawrence Frank 
Thomas Leslie Garvey 
Philip Michael Gerlach 
Helen Camilla Gilbert 
Anna Elizabeth Gillette 
Jacob Gitelman 


Ethel Lula Johnson 

Susan Adams Johnson 
Ruth Marjorie Jones 
William Francis Keefe 
Elizabeth Cullen Kirchner 
Robert Hornbrook Knowles 
Arthur Samuel Kusch 
Alice Christine Langlois 
Raymond Thayer Leonard 
Esther Mary Lewis 

Emma May Lincoln 
Blanche Chilvers Mapletoft 
James Harris Mattoon 
William Mara 

James Edward McGill 
Evelyn Marsh MacGregor 
Ethel Levinia Moore 
Agnes Clark Naughton 
Joseph Delaphine Newell 
Helen Anna Nixon 
Pauline Grace Nourse 
Margaret Annie O’Connell 
Ruth Osteyee 

Clifford Peaslee 

Ruth Miriam Phillips 
John Whittelsey Power 
Lillian Adele Prediger 
Mildred Jamieson Qua 
Marion Laura Race 
Margaret Evelyn Ralston 
Beatrice Mary Rattigan 
Donald Wells Ressler 
Raymond Henry Ring 
Samuel Marcus Rodzinsky 
Charlotte Rosenfeld 
Bartlett John Rowan 
Timothy J. Ryan 

George Bradley Seager 
Waldo Harvey Shipton 


Marion Ellen Goddeau 

Grace Alta Goodell 

Francis Eugene Grogan 
Harry Handler 

Blanche Mae Hanson 

Walter Leo Haskins 

Ruth Carol Haviland 
Hildegarde Katherine Hedburg 
Hildegarde Evelyn Hillburg 
Mildred Eunice Holt 

Marion C. Howe 

Olin Sherburn Hunt 
Raymond Gaylord Hutchinson 
Harrison Delos Jacobs 
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Hazel Geraldine Smith 
Helen Margaret Rita Smith 
Arthur Davison Somes 
Lowell Matteson Spear 
Murray Emerson Sprague 
John Robert Strong 
Albert Leon Tatro 
Gladys Taylor 

Kathryn Peirson Terrell 
Margaret Mary Tracy 
Abraham Weltman 
William Bradford West 
Paul Randall Wooliver 
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GRADUATES OF PITTSFIELD GRAMMAR SCHOOLS 


CLASS OF 1917 


BARTLETT SCHOOL 


Bessie Tobie Aronstein 
Francis James Berry 
Dorothy Kellogg Frye 
Edna Augusta Hillmer 
Mildred Elizabeth Jacob 
Hyman Katz 

John Joseph Killian 
Blumie Krentzman 
Dorothy Clarke Lewis 
Minnie Mary Mattia 
Albert LeRoy Nagelsmidt 


CRANE 


Naomi Malintha Marcotte 
Stanley Alfred Marcotte 
Ethel Mary McDowell 
Lewis John Merriam 

Earl Francis Morrissey 
Clarence Deo Northwood 
Edward K. Olsen 
William E. Reu 

Earl F. Robenstein 

Eva May Rodgers 

Irene Bernadette Rodgers 
Margaret Loretta Shea 
Mabelle Ruth Shepherd 
Gordon W. Southall 

Viola Mary Stickles 
Esther Adeline Stodden 
Alice May Streeter 

Earl Anthony Turcotte 
Margharitte Naomi Turcotte 
James Thomas Wasson 
Charles Henry Wise 


Irva Josephine Osterhout 
George Louis Passier 

Roy William Reinhold 
Kenneth Eugene Snow 
Leo Walter Stanton 

Edith Glorina Thomas 
Albert Amaday Verchot 
Grace Mildred Vogel 
Lillian Hedwig Welz 
James Douglass Wooliver 


SCHOOL 


Esther Rachel Abrahms 
Vinetta Doris Barber 
Hugo Ferdinand Bornak 
Ruth Sadie Clemons 
Edward Henry Costello 
Marguerite Celia Dansereau 
Albert Edward Doringer 
Bernard Francis Fox 
Thamas Michael Ganly 
Walter Thomas Gleason 
Leslie Lewis Goodrich 
Peter Paul Grimallo 
John Silas Hopkins 
Edith Gunborg Jansson 
George Thomas Layden 
William Gerald Leary 
Ethel May Lee 

William A. Legge 
Thomas F. Lennon 
Eleanor Ruth Mapletoft 
Evelyn Frances Mapletoft 


Arthur B. Anderson 
Ruth I. Bastow 

R. Lynwood Becker 
Lillian C. Blais 
Mildred H. Bloodgood 
Lila L. Chandler 
George J. Conway 
Helen B. Cooke 
Niles E. Engstrom 
Rose A. Fallon 
Austin C. Gaylord 
Wilford W. Gillette 
Claire R. Kevlin 
Myra F. Kimball 
William D. Kuhn 
Vera N. Unbehend 
Howard W. Boice 
Dale F. Black 
Herman E. Cullinan 


Henry Lansing Barber 


Roland Clifford Barnfather 


Francis T. Barry 
Robert L. Bohlman 
Marjorie Ruth Bovett 
John Henry Burke 
Kathleen C. Carey 
Ruth H. Carlisle 
Madeline R. Carroll 
William David Casey 
Helen Edith Clark 
Arthur J. Dansereau 
Marion Louise Fentner 
Walter R. Gooley 
Beatrice Ida Gorton 
Harold Leon Hanson 
Carolyn Cary Jones 
James F. Kelly 
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DAWES SCHOOL 


Louise M. Fasce 
A. Catherine Finke 
Ruth F. Grant 
Electa A. Goodell 
Ellen V. Hagerty 
Richard J. Heaney 
Thelma E. Hinckley 
George M. Kevlin 
Francis Klein 
Edna F. May 
Henry G. Mendel 
Gladys B. Osteyee 
Victor A. Plagge 
Charles W. Prince 
Hannah E. Roberts 
Mildred I. Stearns 
Olive C. Vaine 
Ralph D. Wetmore 


MERCER SCHOOL 


Isabel Mary Grandshaw 
Charlotte O'Connell Shimmon 
George Raymond Leaslee 
Emma Sophia Seelig 

Mabel Elizabeth Pender 
Vera Irene Cushman 

Ruth. Marjorie Barber 
Raymond Harold Greenwood 
Margaret Gamble Doggart 
George Mandigo Shimmon 
Robert Emmet Burke 
Francis Earl Buckley 
Addison Irving Fish 

Elaine Miriam Clug 

Albert Henry Lange 
Elizabeth Harder 

Joseph Sakel 

Oveline Marion Decelles 


Urbana D. LeBarnes 

Leroy Bruce Macbeth 

Clair W. Marquette 
Elizabeth J. Metropolotanski 
Elizabeth Mary McLaughlin 
Ruth W. Nesbit 

John Martin O'Brien 

Anna M. Pellissier 

Arthur J. Robarge 

Merton Lawrence Robertson 
Yetta Rosenthal 


William Herman Shandoff, Jr. 


Clifford Kenyon Shipton 
Rebecca Bertha Sliboveiz 
Leon Thompson 

Belle Francis Strattman 
Hazel Augusta Lester 
Courtland Porter Sears 
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Jack Kelsey Carder 
Claire Louise MacIntyre 
Henry Livingston Reed 
Gerald Henry Carey 
Evelyn Baker Lear 
Catherine Marie Weckman 
Dorothy Nema Leonard 
Frances Elizabeth Fowler 
Doris Gertrude Humphrey 
Ida Rita Viale 

Salome Margaret Gasson 
Winton Irving Patnode 
Beatrice Mildred Rowan 
Robert Peck 

Madeline Wilson 

Allan Huffstater 

Mildred Higgins 

Doris Cobb 


PLUNKETT SCHOOL 


Oliviero Giacomo Barzottini 
Louis Paul Bondi 

John Butler 

Joseph Cassell 

Frank Durkee 

Charles Conrod Heyn 
William Hubbard 
Francis Robert Hughes 
Bertrand Colvert Jacobs 
Harold Elizer Kimberly 
Clarence Joseph MacNeil 
Alvin J. Mahanna 
Edward McColgan 
Albert William Miner 
James Joseph Quirico 
Joseph Routhier 
Alexander Joseph Sturgeon 
Donald Weslie Crosier 
Gladys Elizabeth Bunce 
Ida Anna Jachnert 
Dorothy Agnes Kirchner 
Annie Teresa Monteleone 
Catherine Murphy 


Blanche Adelaide Olsted 
Gladys Louise Olsted 

Clara Claudia Scalarini 
Mary Louise Yoss 

Richard Baer 

Myron Theodore Coleman 
Charles Mitchell DeBlois 
George Robert Faulkner 
Almon A. Griswold 

Robert Smith Kenyon 
Hugh Robert McCartney 
John McColgan 

Arthur Joseph Morin 
Robert Henry Rice 

W. Harold Silvernail 

Mary Rita Ciaburri | 
Florence Elena Coletta Cooney 
Katherine Evarista Drennan 
Mary Froio 

Helen Magdalene Keefe 
Mildred Lillian Perry 
Marion Quentworth Sargent 
Marion Theodora White 
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POMEROY SCHOOL 


Paul Cartier Auger 
Stephen Edwin Abbott 
Maurice Arthur Adelson 
William Hamilton Barnes 
Harry Roger Burns 
George Howard Clough 
John Joseph Connors 
William Donald Crocker 
Florence Fitch 

Courtney Whiton Hempstead 
John Thomas Hopper 
Francis Holmes 
Christine Jones 

John Edward Keegan 


Edna Violet Krum 

Mary Margaret Linnehan 
Arthur Edward Magner 
James Francis Magner 
Donald Justin McDonough 
James Donnelly Moran 
Geraldine Boynton Rice 
Allen Henry Saul 

Helen Elizabeth Sacher 
Jessie Adell Scace 
Eleanor Elizabeth Tone 
Francis Joseph Welch 
Charlotte Evelyn Wilson 


REDFIELD SCHOOL 


Norman Crawford Shippey 
Rossman E. Hall 

Thomas Joseph Killian 

K. Kenneth Wilde 

Arthur S. Prout 

James Lawrence Bramble 
Henry V. Dunlap 

Ensign Peirson Foote 
George Leslie Shaw 

Albert E. Larkin 

William Henry Hoyt 
Clarente Augustus Hollister 
John C. Hamilton 

Theodore Patrick Cain 
Bruce Tallmadge Humphreville 
Henry E. Fitzroy 

Charles L. Hibbard, Jr. 
John Francis Germain, Jr. 
John E. Joyce, Jr. 

Margaret Ball Marsh 


Anna Helen Vatter 
Eileen Elizabeth Daly 
Edna Irene Messier 
Grace Josephine Hubbel 
Hilda B. Moulton 
Madeline Winifred Taylor 
Florence Phair Palmer 
Dorothy Mary Wheaton 
Mary Florence Knight 
Irene Campbell Bliss 
Ruth Eugenia Hamilton 
Helen Cecelia Finkle 
Gladys Elizabeth Hayn 
Marion Mattoon 

Irene Lauretta White 
Elaine M. Gamwell 
Dorothy S. Brown 
Frances Charlotte Clifford 
Clarissa Lillian Maloney ' 
Marion Elizabeth Patten 
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WILLIAM B. RICE SCHOOL 


Edith J. Bouton 
Janet E. Burt 
Ninabelle Barron 
Marguerite Conry 
Beatrice A. Clark 
Beatrice M. Callahan 
Lilian F. Clemons 
Etta M. Denison 
Josephine M. Davis 
Ethel F. Eagen 
Alice I. Flynn 

: Vivian M. Gilmartin 
Dorothy A. Hart 
Agnes R. Hall 
Gertrude M. Kelley 
Helen D. Laird 
Kathryn A. Leonard 
Theresa R. MeNeice 
Helen K. Murphy 


Madeline McKenna 
Ellen M. Murphy 
Mary M. O'Brien 
Mary R. Philbin 
Myrtis E. Vincent 
Eleonora I. Weik 
Arthur J. Blais 
Dennis F. Cronin 
Walter W. Durant 
Francis W. Decelles 
Donald J. Flaherty 
Kenneth Hainsworth 
William J. Leonard 
Francis J. LaPlante 
Howard A. Oltsch 
Clarence T. Pearce 
Raymond Poitras 
Walter F. Reagan 


TUCKER SCHOOL 


Cecelia Davis 


Wallace Jerome Harrington 


Gertrude Amelia Halperin 
Thomas H. Coughlin 
Alice Bertha Hunt 

Helen Rose Colbert 
Marion Virginia Britt 
Frances M. Wolfe 

Pauline Elizabeth Morton 
Evelyn Lucy Gregory 
Helen Elizabeth Flynn 
Juanita H. Burbank 
Walter Bentley Harrington 
Joseph E. Dolphin 

John Thomas Maher 

Elsie Edna Umbs 
Elizabeth C. Kilian 


Cecelia E. Johnson 

Edna May Phase 
Florence Agnes Leahy 
Dcrothy Ruth Ziegler 
Leona Norman 

Edith Elizabeth Baker 
Mabel Conrade Kirk 
Grace Mae Umbs 
Marguerite Teresa Quirk 
Frederick Carl William Moritz 
Allie Zalutsky 

Earl William Stetson 
George Joseph Blair 
Max Silver 

James Owen Driscoll 
Philip Sullivan 
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WEST PART SCHOOL . 


Dorothy Louise Bassett 
Ella Maude Buckler 
Geraldine Chapman 
Gertrude Florence Cole 
Elizabeth Coggswell Cooke 
Gladys Marsden Musgrove 


Peirson Henry Bassett 
Claude Harold Bence 
William Henry Cole 
Francis Henry Donnelly 
Laurence Irving Hinckley 
Alfred John Wager 


S. L. RUSSELL SCHOOL 


Margaret L. Behan 
Irene C. Burlingham 
Maurine J. Discoe 
Anna L. Dwyer 
Loretta H. Gaul 
Anna E. Hynes 
Catherine A. Lester 
Dorothy MeDonough 


* 


Lillian Riddle 

James L. Crowley 
Stanley S. Gramkowski 

Francis J. Hynes 

Camille L. Marcel 

Harry J. Mountain 

Earl W. Perron 

Alfred A. Pohlman 


REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF 
FIRE ALARM AND POLICE SIGNAL SYSTEMS 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


Gentlemen : 


I herewith submit my annual report for the year ending 
December 31, 1917: 


Both the Fire Alarm and Police Signal Systems are in 
good working order. Although the past year was unusually 
severe on overhead wires, the systems were not interrupted. 


Several changes were made by changing overhead wires 
to the underground. One mile of overhead wire was removed 
and 14,000 feet added to the underground. 


Two miles of overhead wire were used to install the new 
box, No. 213, at Tillotson's mill, on West Housatonic street. 


New Boxes at the Following Locations Were Installed 


Box 491. Corner Tyler and Brown Sts. 

Box 191. Elm St. and Holmes Rd. 

Box 213. West Housatonic St., opposite Tillotson's Mill. 
Box 342. Corner West and Onota Sts. 

Box 84. Art Museum on South St. 


The purchase of the automobile made it possible for a 
more frequent inspection of the systems. All boxes were 
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tested four times and, with the exception of a few oí the old 
type sector boxes, were found in working order. 


Box 4, located on the property of the Russell Manu- 
facturing Co., and Box No. 7, located on the James & E. H. 
Wilson Company's property, were sold to the respective firms, 
and two new boxes have been purchased to replace them. 


I would recommend that all wooden posts supporting 
boxes be replaced by iron standards; that all old sector boxes 
be replaced by modern boxes. 


That 2700 feet of 8 pr lead covered cable be purchased 
to replace single conductor wires on North street from the 
railroad bridge to Maplewood avenue, and on South street 
from the Park to East Housatonic street, as these conduits 
and manholes are wet, which causes grounds on the system, 
and is apt to interfere with sending in alarms. 


Respectfully submitted, 
BARTLEY CUMMINGS, 


Supt. Fire Alarm and Police Signal System. 


REPORT 
OF THF 


CITY TREASURER 


To His Honor the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


I herewith submit the twenty-seventh annual report of 
the City Treasurer, for the fiscal year ending December 31, 


1917: 


Cash on hand, January 1, 1917, $90,986.54 
Receipts during the year, 2,226,915.35 
$2,317,901.89 

Payments during the year, $2,286,081.09 
Balance on hand, | $31,820.80 


STATEMENT OF BALANCE ON HAND 


Agricultural National Bank, $4,036.78 
Pittsfield National Bank, 13,459.21 
Third National Bank, 7,560.06 
Berkshire Loan & Trust Company, 6,614.75 


Cash, 150.00 


$31,820.80 
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DEBT STATEMENT, JANUARY 1, 1918 


Total Debt of all kind incurred and outstanding as follows: 


Water Debt, 

Sewer Debt, 

School Debt, 

Paving Debt, 

Sidewalk Debt, 

Permanent Improvement Debt, 
Playground Debt, 

Public Park Debt, 

Municipal Yard Debt, 

City Debt, 1917 (notes), 


' Total Debt, 


Debts outside limit: 


Water Debt, 
Sewer Debt, 
School Debt, 
Paving Debt, 
Playground Debt, 


Net Debt, January 1, 1918, 


Valuation for year, 1915, 
Valuation for year, 1916, 
Valuation for year, 1917, 


Gross Net Valuation, 


Average Valuation, 


212% of above, 
Less Net Debt, 


Present Borrowing Capacity, 


$1,438,100.00 

528,000.00 

450,000.00 

48,963.08 

43,600.00 

15,000.00 

15,000.00 

10,000.00 

24,000.00 

11,900.00 

$2,584,563.08 ` 

$1,438,100.00 
470,000.00 
70,000.00 
20,000.00 
15,000.00 

2,013,100.00 

$571,463.08 
$40,776,890.00 
40,999,561.00. 
40,549,640.00 
$122,326,091.00 
40,775,364.00 


$1,019,384.10 Debt Limit 
571,463.08 


$447,921.02 
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LIABILITIES OF THE CITY OF PITTSFIELD 


January 1, 1918 


WATER DEBT 


4% coupon and registered bonds, 


$17,000, March 1, 1918, $437,000.00 
4% coupon and registered bonds, 

$10,000, March 1, each year, 250,000.00 
4% coupon and registered bonds, | 

$5,000, May 1, each year, 15,000.00 
4% coupon and registered bonds, 

$10,000, May 1, each year, 30,000.00 
4% coupon and registered bonds, 

$3,000, September 1, each year, 12,000.00 
495 coupon and registered bonds, 

$10,000, November 1, each year, . 160,000.00 
4% coupon and registered bonds, 

$5,000, November 1, each year, 75,000.00 
4% coupon and registered bonds, 

$5,000, November 1, each year, 90,000.00 
4% coupon and registered bonds, 

$5,000, November 1, each year, 89,000.00 
4% coupon and registered bonds, 

$10,000, November 1, each year, 172,000.00 
4% % note, 

August 1, 1913, 2,100.00 
41% % notes, | 

$2,000, November 17, each year, 6,000.00 
51% notes, 


$10,000, December 26, each year, 40,000.00 


Total Water Debt, $1,438,100.00 
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SEWER DEBT 


4% coupon and registered bonds, 
$5,000, February 1, 1924, 


4% coupon and registered bonds, 
$5,000, March 1, each year, 


495 coupon and registered bonds, 
$10,000, June 1, 1918, 


314% coupon and registered bonds, 
$10,000, June 1, each year, 


495 coupon and registered bonds, 
$4,000, August 1, each year, 


4% coupon and registered bonds, 
$2,000, September 1, each year, 


4% coupon and registered bonds, 
$10,000, November 1, each year, 


495 coupon and registered bonds, 
$8,000, November 1, 1919, 


Total Sewer Debt, 


SCHOOL DEBT 


` 
4% coupon and registered bonds, 
$6,000, February 15, each year, 


415976 coupon and registered bonds, 
$13,000, June 1, each year, 


314% coupon and registered bonds, 
$6,000, August 15, each year, 


495 coupon and registered bonds, 
$7,000, December 1, each year, 


4% coupon and registered bonds, 
$10,000, December 1, each year, 


495 coupon and registered bonds, 
$5,000, December 1, each year, 


Total School Debt, 


$85,000.00 


25,000.00 


10,000.00 


90,000.00 


92,000.00 


58,000.00 


120,000.00 


48,000.00 


$528,000.00 


$56,000.00 


168,000.00 


18,000.00 


70,000.00 


62,000.00 


76,000.00 


$450,000.00 


6% note, 
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PAVING DEBT 


March 19, 1918, 


31506 registered bonds, 
$5,000, November 1, each year, 


41505 coupen bonds, 
$7,000, November 1, each year, 


Total Paving Debt, 


41505 notes, 


SIDEWALK DEBT 


$6,100, August 2, 1918, 


4% notes, 


$5,000, November 6, 1918, 


4% coupon bonds, 
$4,000, December 1, each year, 


Total Sidewalk Debt, 


PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT DEBT 


4% coupon and registered bonds, 
$5,000, December 1, each year, 


PLAYGROUND DEBT 


4% coupon bonds, 
` $1,000, August 1, each year, 


5% notes, 


PUBLIC PARK DEBT 


$5,000, October 1, each year, 


MUNICIPAL YARD DEBT 


4% coupon bonds, .. 
$2,000, September 1, each year, 


$963.08 


20,000.00 


28,000.00 


$48,963.08 


$14,100.00 
17,500.00 


12,000.00 


$43,600.00 


$15,000.00 


$15,000.00 


$10,000.00 


$24,000.00 
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CITY DEBT, 1917 
416905 note, Parker Avenue Bridge, 


August 14, 1918, $5,300.00 
41695 note, Pavilion at Lake, 
November 23, 1918, 4,500.00 
41605 note, State Aid, ° 
November 23, 1918, 2,100.00 
Total City Debt, 1917, $11,900.00 


TEMPORARY LOANS IN ANTICIPATION OF REVENUE 


3.10% Discount notes, paid October 16, 1917, $100,000.00 
3.94% Discount notes, paid November 7, 1917, _ 100,000.00 
4. % Discount notes, paid November 7, 1917, 100,000.00 
4.34% Discount notes, paid November 30, 1917, 200,000.00 
4.09% Discount notes, paid December 18, 1917, 75,000.00 
4.45% Discount notes, paid December 21, 1917, 75,000.00 
4.58% Discount notes, due April 5, 1918, 100,000.00 
4.58% Discount notes, due June 5, 1918, 100,000.00 
Total Revenue Notes for 1917, $850,000.00 
Paid, 650,000.00 
Outstanding Notes, $200,000.00 
Total City Debt, January 1, 1917, $2,730,800.00 
Total City Debt, January 1, 1918, 2,584,563.08 


Decrease during the year, 1917, $146,236.92 


PUBLIC INDEBTEDNESS DUE IN 1918 


Water Debt, $94,100.00 
Sewer Debt, 41,000.00 
School Debt, 47,000.00 
Paving Debt, 12,963.08 
Sidewalk Debt, 15,100.00 
Permanent Improvement Debt, 5,000.00 


Playground Debt, 1,000.00 
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Municipal Yard Debt, 
Public Park Debt, 
City Debt, 1917, 


Total Amount Due in 1918, 


2,000.00 
5,000.00 
11,900.00 


$235,063.08 


INTEREST PAYMENTS FOR 1918 


Interest on Water Debt, 
Interest on Sewer Debt, 
Interest on School Debt, 
Interest on Paving Debt, 
Interest on Sidewalk Debt, 
Interest on Permanent Improvement Debt, 
Interest on Playground Debt, 
Interest on Municipal Yard Debt, 
Interest on Public Park Debt, 
Interest on City Debt, 1917, 
Interest on Revenue Loans, 


Total Interest Payments for 1918, 


$57,324.50 
20,195.00 
18,337.50 
1,974.45 
1,814.50 
600.00 
600.00 
960.00 
500.00 
535.50 
15,000.00 


$117,841.46 


DEBTS DUE IN DETAIL FOR 1918 


Water Debt: 


March 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 
March 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 

May 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 

May 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 
September 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 
November 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 
November 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 
November 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 
November 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 
November 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 
August 1, 1918, 41506 Notes, 
November 17, 1918, 44% Notes, 
December 26, 1918, 51595 Notes, 


Total Water Debt due in 1918, 


$17,000.00 
10,000.00 
5,000.00 
10,000.00 
3,000.00 
10,000.00 
5,000.00 
5,000.00 
5,000.00 
10,000.00 

. 2,100.00 
2,000.00 


10,000.00 


$94,100.00 
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Sewer Debt: 


March 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 
June 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 

June 1 ,1918, 31595 Bonds, 
August 1, 1918, 495 Bonds, 
September 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 
November 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 


Total Sewer Debt due in 1918, 


School Debt: 


February 15, 1918, 4% Bonds, 
June 1, 1918, 414% Bonds, 

August 15, 1918, 32% Bonds, 
December 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 
December 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 
December 1, 1918, 405 Bonds, 


. Total School Debt due in 1918, 


Paving Debt: 


March 19, 1918, 6% Note, 
November 1, 1918, 31505 Bond, 
November 1, 1918, 449% Bond, 


Total Paving Debt due in 1918, 


Sidewalk Debt: 


August 2, 1918, 41595 Note, 
November 6, 1918, 4% Note, 
December 1, 1918, 4% Bond, 


Total Sidewalk Debt due in 1918, 


Permanent Improvement Debt: 


December 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 


Playground Debt: 
August 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, 


$5,000.00 
10,000.00 
10,000.00 
4,000.00 
2,000.00 
10,000.00 


$6,000.00 
13,000.00 
6,000.00 
1,000.00 
10,000.00 
5,000.00 


$963.08 
5,000.00 
7,000.00 


$6,100.00 


5,000.00 
4,000.00 


$41,000.00 


$47,000.00 


$12,963.08 


$15,100.00 


$5,000.00 


$1,000.00 
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Municipal Yard Debt: 


Total Interest on Water Debt, 1918, 


September 1, 1918, 4% Bonds, $2,000.00 
Public Park Debt: 
| October 1, 1918, 595 Notes, $5,000.00 
City Debt, 1917: 
August 14, 1918, 44% Note, $5,300.00 
November 23, 1918, 44% Note, 4,500.00 
November 23, 1918, 41505 Note, 2,100.00 
Total City Debt, due in 1918, $11,900.00 
Total Debts due in 1918, $235,063.08 
INTEREST DUE iN DETAIL FOR 1918 
On Water Debt: 
6 mos. int. on $437,000 @ 4%, Mar. 1, 1918, $8,740.00 
6 mos. int. on $420,000 @ 4%, Sept. 1, 1918, 8,400.00 
6 mos. int. on $250,000 @ 4%, Mar. 1, 1918, 5,000.00 
6 mos. int. on $240,000 Q 4%, Sept. 1, 1918, 4,800.00 
1 yrs. int. on $12,000 @ 4%, Mar. 1 and Sept. 1, 1918, 480.00 
1 yrs. int. on $160,000 @ 4%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1918, 6,400.00 
1 yrs. int. on $75,000 @ 4%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1918, 3,000.00 
6 mos. int. on $75,000 @ 4%, May 1, 1918, 1,500.00 
6 mos. int. on $70,000 @ 4%, Nov. 1, 1918, 1,400.00 
6 mos. int. on $30,000 @ 4%, May 1, 1918, 600.00 
6 mos. int. on $20,000 @ 4%, Nov. 1, 1918, 400.00 
1 yrs. int. on $90,000 @ 4%, May 1, and Nov. 1, 1918, 3,600.00 
1 yrs. int. on $89,000 Q 4%, May 1, and Nov. 1, 1918, 3,560.00 
1 yrs. int. on $172,000 @ 4%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1918, 6,880.00 
1 yrs. int. on $2,100 @ 414%, Feb. and Aug 1, 1918, 94.50 
1 yrs. int. on $6,000 O 4%%, May 17 and Nov. 17, 1918, 210.00 
1 yrs. int. 


on $40,000 Q 512%, June 26 and Dec. 26, 1918, 2,200.00 


$57,324.50 
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On Sewer Debt: 
1 yrs. int. on $85,000 Q 4%, Feb. 1 and Aug. 1, 1918, $3,400.00 


6 mos. int. on $25,000 Q 4%, Mar. 1, 1918, 500.00 
6 mos. int. on $20,000 Q 4%, Sept. 1, 1918, 400.00 
6 mos. int. on $10,000 @ 4%, June 1, 1918, 200.00 
6 mos. int. on $90,000 @ 3%%, June 1, 1918, 1,575.00 
6 mos. int. on $80,000 @ 344%, Dec. 1, 1918, 1,400.00 


1 yrs. int. on $92,000 @ 4%, Feb. 1 and Aug. 1, 1918, 3,680.00 
1 yrs. int. on $58,000 @ 4%, Mar. 1 and Sept. 1, 1918, 2,320.00 
1 yrs. int. on $120,000 @ 4%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1918, 4,800.00 
1 yrs. int. on $48,000 @ 4%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1918, 1,920.00 


Total Interest on Sewer Debt, 1918, $20,195.00 


On School Debt: 


6 mos. int. on $56,000 @ 4%, Feb. 15, 1918, $1,120.00 
6 mos. int. on $50,000 @ 4%, Aug. 15, 1918, 1,000.00 
1 yrs. int. on $18,000 @ 3%%, Feb. 15 and Aug. 15, 1918, 630.00 
6 mos. int. on $168,000 @ 41%, June 1, 1918, _ - 3,780.00 
6 mos. int. on $155,000 @ 41%, Dec. 1, 1918, 3,487.50 


1 yrs. int. on $70,000 @ 4%, June 1 and Dec. 1, 1918, 2,800.00 
1 yrs. int. on $62,000 @ 4%, June 1 and Dec. 1, 1918, 2,480.00 
1 yrs. int. on $76,000 @ 4%, June 1 and Dec. 1, 1918, 3,040.00 


Total Interest on School Debt, 1918, $18,337.50 


On Paving Debt: 


1 yrs. int. on $20,000 @ 3%%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1918, $700.00 
1 yrs. int. on $28,000 @ 4%%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1918, 1,260.00 
3 mos. int. on $963.08 @ 6%, Mar. 19, 1918, 14.45 


Total Interest on Paving Debt, 1918, $1,974.45 


On Sidewalk Debt: 


1 yrs. int. on $14,100 @ 414%4%, Feb. 2 and Aug. 2, 1918, $634.50 
1 yrs. int. on $17,500 @ 4%, May 6 and Nov. 6, 1918, 700.00 
1 yrs. int. on $12,000 @ 4%, June 1 and Dec. 1, 1918, 480.00 


Total Interest on Sidewalk Debt, 1918, $1,814.50 
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On Permanent improvement Debt: 


1 yrs. int. on $15,000 Q 4%, June 1 and Dec. 1, 1918, $600.00 
On Playground Debt: 
1 yrs. int. on $15,000 @ 4%, Feb. 1 and Aug. 1, 1918, $600.00 
On Municipal Yard Debt: 
1 yrs. int. on $24,000 @ 4%, Apr. 1 and Sept. 1, 1918, $960.00 
On Public Park Debt: 
1 yrs. int. on $10,000 @ 5%, Apr. 1 and October 1, 1918, $500.00 
` On City Debt, 1917: 
1 yrs. int. on Bridge Note, $5,300 Q 4%%, 
‘Feb. 14 and Aug. 14, 1918, i $238.50 
1 yrs. int. on Pavilion Note, $4,500 @ 41%, 
Mar. 23 and Nov. 23, 1918, 202.50 
1 yrs. int. on State Aid Note, $2,100 Q 4%%, 
Mar. 23 and Nov. 23, 1918, 94.50 
Total Interest on City Debt, 1917, $535.50 


Interest on Revenue Loans, estimated, $15,000.00 


Total Interest due in 1918, $117,841.45 
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REPORT esas 
OF THE 

CITY AUDITOR 
OF THE 


City of Pittsfield, Mass. 


To His Honor the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


March 25th, 1918. 


Gentlemen: 


The undersigned, complying with the requirements of 
Chapter 4, of the General Ordinance of the City of Pittsfield, 
presents herewith the twenty-seventh annual report of the 
receipts and disbursements, together with a statement of the 
City Debt, for the fiscal year ending December 31st, 1917. 


Respectfully submitted, 


E. T. LAWRENCE, 
City Auditor. 


Balance Sheet 


and 


Appropriation and Outlay 
Statements 
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ESTIMATED REVENUE FOR 1918 


GENERAL: 
Taxes: 
Corporation Business, $29,995.44 
Corporation Public Service, 13,015.07 
Bank, 1,173.54 
Street Railway, 880.73 
Income, 1917, 1,728.00 


LICENSES AND PERMITS: 


Liquor Licenses, 33,183.47 

All other, i 2,854.00 

Marriage Permits, 489.00 
FINES: 


Court Fines, 3,346.00 


GRANTS AND GIFTS: 


From the County: 
Dog Licenses, 1,954.58 


COMMERCIAL PRIVILEGES: 


Excise Tax (Street Railway), 5,960.23 
DEPARTMENTAL: 
General Government: 
City Clerk, 
Fees, | 251.00 
License Commissioners, 
Fees, 54.00 
Protection of Life and Property: 
Sealer Weights and Measures, 216.00 
Inspection of Petroleum, 251.00 
Inspection of Elevators, | 41.00 
Health and Sanitation: 
Health Reimbursements, 2,119.00 


Sewer Connections, 2,705.00 


Highways: 
Highways, 
Sidewalks, 


Charities: 


Relief and Almshouse Reimbursements, 


State Reimbursements, 
Mothers' Aid, 


Soldiers' Benefits: 


Aid, 
Burials, 


Education: 


School Tuition, 
State Wards, 


Recreation: 
Parks, 


Public Service: 


Water Connections, 
Weighing Fees, 


INTEREST: 


Deposits, 
Assessments, 
Water Extension Guaranty, 


1,102.00 
2,000.00 


2,460.00 
2,315.00 


753.00 


5,609.16 
50.00 


4,800.00 
105.00 


300.00 


2,500.00 
508.00 


2,717.00 
14,371.00 
1,477.00 


$142,004.17 
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REFUNDS AND TRANSFERS 


Refunds: 
Taxes, $363.35 
Licenses, | 1,332.50 
Assessments, 22.45 
All other, 527.62 
Transfers: 


Emergent Funds, 


Total Receipts, 
Cash Balance beginning of year, 


$2,245.92 


$900.00 


$2,226,915.35 


90,986.54 


$2,317,901.89 


Analysis of Payments 


BASED ON 


- CLASSIFICATION OF MASSACHUSETTS 
BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
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ANALYSIS OF PAYMENTS 
DEPARTMENTAL 


GENERAL GOVERNMENT 


Legislative 
Salaries: 
Clerk of Council, $200.00 
Clerk of Committees, 197.78 
Clerk of Highway Committee, 100.00 
$497.78 
Other Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, $16.90 
Printing and Advertising, 341.80 
Laying Out New Streets, 780.31 
All other, §22.01 
$1,661.02 
Total Legislative, 
MAYOR 
Salaries: 
Mayor, $1,000.00 
Clerical, 49.50 
$1,049.50 
Other Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, $15.10 
Car Fares, Team, etc., 22.49 
Telephone, | 15.22 
All other, 6.00 
$58.81 


$2,158.80 


$1,108.31 


I66 


AUDITOR 
Salaries: 
Auditor, $1,500.00 . 
Clerical Assistance, 624.00 
$2,124.00 
Other Expenses: 
Stationery, $66.15 
Printing and Advertising, 81.50 
Telephone, 4.20 
All other, 40.42 
$192.27 
$2,316.27 
TREASURER 
Salaries: 
Treasurer, $1,800.00 
Clerical, 520.00 
$2,320.00 
Other Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, $185.87 
Printing and Advertising, 23.47 
Car Fares, Teams, etc., 37.00 
Telephone, 10.80 
All other, 142.55 
$399.69 
$2,719.69 
COLLECTOR 
Salaries: 
Collector, $2,000.00 


Clerical, 2,396.33 


$4,396.33 
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Other Expenses: 


Stationery and Postage, $538.30 
Printing and Advertising, 453.20 
Car Fares, Teams, etc., . 52.00 
Telephone, 3.68 
All other, 452.23 
1,499.41 
$5,895.74 
ASSESSORS 
Salaries: 
Assessors, $4,483.34 
Assistant Assessors, 627.25 
Clerical, 2,402.25 
$7,512.84 
Other Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, x $91.86 
Printing and Advertising, 669.45 
Car Fares, Teams, etc., 118.48 
Telephone, 4.65 
Maps, 6.50 
All other, 94.65 
$985.59 
$8,498.43 
LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 
Salaries: 
Commissioners, $650.00 
Clerical, 34.65 
$684.65 
Other Expenses: 
Printing and Advertising, $26.00 
All other, 13.84 
39.84 


$724.49 
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OTHER FINANCE OFFICES AND ACCOUNTS 
Issuing Bonds and Notes: 


Certifying Notes, . . $212.50 
LAW 
Salaries: 
City Solicitor, $988.88 
Clerical, 8.50 
$997.38 


Other Expenses: 
Printing, Stationery and Postage, $19.82 


Car Fares, Teams, etc., 15.33 
Telephone, 1.98 
All other, 67.27 
$104.40 
$1,101.78 
CITY CLERK 
Salaries: 
City Clerk, $1,450.00 
City Clerk, Assistant, 795.00 
Clerical, 809.00 
$3,054.00 
Other Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, $215.06 
Printing and Advertising, 255.18 
Telephone, | 17.42 
All other, 207.97 
$695.63 
$3,749.68 
BOARD PUBLIC WORKS 
Salaries: 
Commissioners, 2,391.08 
Commissioners, Clerk, 1,400.00 
Engineering, 636.67 


Office, Clerical, 359.00 


$4,186.15 


Other Expenses: 


Printing and Advertising, 
Stationery and Postage, 
Car Fares, Teams, etc., 
Telephone, 

Furniture, 

All other, 


$1,464.28 


ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION 


Salaries: 
Registrars, $1,200.00 
Election Officers, . 2,433.00 
Clerk, 260.00 
All other, 31.55 | 
Other Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, $55.62 
Printing and Advertising, 863.13 
Car Fares, etc., 79.00 
Repairing and Setting up Booths, 849.93 
Meals for Officers, 393.60 
All other, 1,173.06 
CITY HALL 
Salaries: 
Janitor, 


$3,924.55 


$3,414.34 


$1,497.25 


$6,251.03 


$7,338.89 
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Other Expenses: 


Fuel and Light, $753.44 
Janitor’s Supplies, 85.81 
Furniture and Furnishings, 131.61 
Repairs, 14.30 
Telephone, 7.60 


All other, 94.13 


` $1,086.89 


PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY 


POLICE 
Salaries and Wages: 
Chief, $1,805.77 
Captain, Inspector and Sergeant, $4,315.31 
Patrolmen, 45,323.87 
Matron, 272.50 
Patrol Drivers, 2,271.00 
Janitors, 350.00 
$54,338.45 
Other Expenses: 
Care Motor Apparatus, $749.46 
Oil and Gas, 816.99 
All other, 299.41 
$1,865.86 
Equipment for Men, 324.90 
All other, 71.98 
$396.88 
Fuel and Light: 
Fuel, š $355.94 


Light, 299.34 


- $655.28 


$2,584.14 
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Maintenance Buildings and Grounds: 


Repairs, 

Janitors’ Supplies, . 
Furniture and Furnishings 
Water Rates, 

All other, 


Pensions, 


Other Expenses: 


Printing, Stationery and Postage, 
Care and Transportation Prisoners, 


Telephone, 
All other, 


FIRE 


Salaries and Wages: 
Chief and Assistant, 
Firemen, 

Call Men, 
West Pittsfield Men, 


Equipment and Repairs: 
Apparatus, 
Hose, 
New Tires for Auto Truck, 
Gas and Oil, 
All other, 


Equipment for Men, 


Fuel and Light: 


Fuel, 
Light, 


$169.79 
76.87 
100.59 
27.00 
86.41 


$156.00 
462.50 


178.45 


491.04 


$1,287.99 


$3,007.70 
32,882.02 
1,648.90 


415.00 


$1,539.43 


883.00 
251.56 
535.30 
176.64 


$551.18 
244.24 


$460.66 
$1,844.90 


$37,953.62 


$3,385.93 
$224.00 


$795.42 


$60,850.02 
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Maintenance Buildings and Grounds: 
Repairs, 
Furniture and Furnishings, 


Laundry Work, 
All other, 


Other Expenses: 


Printing, Stationery, Postage, 
Telephone, 
All other, 


Total Fire Department, 


$424.02 
189.26 
124.75 
158.95 


$12.26 
260.02 
343.12 


$896.98 


$615.40 


FIRE ALARM AND POLICE SIGNAL 


Salaries : 


Superintendent, 
Assistant Superintendent, 


Other Expenses: 


Fire Alarm Repairs, 
Batteries, 

Wire, 

‘Fire Alarm Boxes, 


Police Signal, 
Ford Car, 
Auto Repairs, 
All other, 


$1,203.85 
1,100.00 


$212.67 
41.00 
196.71 
516.40 


Total Fire Alarm and Police Signal, 


$2,303.85 


$966.78 


$125.26 
393.55 
12.39 
185.53 


$43,871.35 


$4,047.36 
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INSPECTION 
Inspector of Buildings: 
Salary, $1,200.00 
Other Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, $12.50 
Printing and Advertising, 32.45 
Car Fares, Teams, etc., 3.00 
Telephone, | 12.00 
All other, 4.14 
$64.09 
$1,264.09 
Inspector of Wires: 
Salary, l 1,000.00 
Other Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, $12.30 
Printing and Advertising, 21.14 
Car Fares, Teams, etc., 25.55 
Telephone, 12.00 
All other, 27.73 
$98.72 
$1,098.72 
Sealer of Weights and Measures: 
Salary, $998.40 
Other Expenses: 
Printing, Stationery, Postage, $71.55 
Car Fares, Teams, etc., 346.40 
Equipment, 53.65 
Telephone, 19.14 
Heat and Light, 6.24 
All other, 57.49 
$554.47 


$1,552.87 
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PLANTING AND TRIMMING TREES 


Wares, $339.81 

Teams, 74.00 
AN 

$413.81 

Other Expenses: 

Hardware, Tools, ete., $61.03 
Planting Trees on Watershed, 839.42 
All other, 25.86 
EA es 

$926.31 

== = 2 

: $1,340.12 
L 
FOREST FIRES 
Salaries and Wages: 

Forest Warden, $49.50 
Fighting Fires, 498.80 
IRSE TERN 

$548.30 

Other Expenses: 

Apparatus, $45.00 
Team Hire and Autos, 268.75 
All other, 46.35 
S Ss. 

$360.10 

CRM 

$908.40 


OTHER PROTECTION PERSONS AND PROPERTY 
DOG OFFICER 


Salary, $213.00 
Expenses, 59.80 
OCA u 


$272.80 


FRUIT AND VEGETABLE BOARD 
Expenses, $65.00 
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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 


Committee Expenses, $164.00 
Merchandise Supplies, 180.58 
Stationery and Postage, 12.25 
Printing and Advertising, 180.35 
Other Expenses, 97.57 . 


HEALTH AND SANITATION 


ADMINISTRATION 
Salaries: 
Board of Health, $597.78 
Board of Health, Agent, 12.50 
Board of Health, Clerk ; 840.00 
$1,450.28 
Other Expenses: 
Printing, Stationery, Postage, $271.31 
Telephone, 3.65 
All other, 490.46 
$765.48 
Quarantine: 
Board and Treatment, $195.76 
Guards and Nurses, 30.00 
Drugs and Medicines, 153.48 
Groceries and Provisions, 438.10 
All other, 79.69 
$897.03 
Tuberculosis: 
Board and Treatment, $3,440.20 
Groceries and Provisions, 503.66 
All other, 403.59 


$4,347.45 


$634.75 
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Vital Statistics: 


Births, 
Deaths, 


Other Expenses: 
Physician and Dispensary, 
Orthopedic Clinic, 
Infantile Paralysis (Special), 
Bacteriologist, 


Sanitary Inspector (Plumbing), 


Laboratory, Supplies, 
Visiting Nurse, 
Medical Inspector, 
All other, 


Inspection: 
School Children: 
Salaries, 
Expenses, 


Animals: 


Salaries, 
Expenses, 


Meat, Provisions and Milk: 


Salaries, 
Expenses, 


Health Week, 
Clean Up Week, 


Total Health Department, 


$951.04 
147.25 


$500.00 
1,616.00 

555.70 
1,000.00 


“1,071.23 


177.75 
1,040.30 
600.00 
1,041.54 


$2,389.40 


94.57 


$250.00 
167.46 


$1,000.00 


631.00 


$85.20 
38.25 


oe 


$1,098.29 


$7,602.52 


$2,483.97 


$417.46 


$1,631.00 


$123.45 


$20,816.93 


Labor, $2,465.48 
Tools and Equipment, 203.00 
Pipe and Fittings, 42.69 
Engineering, 135.74 
All other, 182.36 
$3,029.27 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
Engineers, $4,111.49 
Labor, 8,155.35 
Teams, 216.75 
Fuel, Light and Power, 4,842.28 
Civil Engineering, 245.91 
All other, 1,088.10 
$18,659.88 
SEWER CONNECTIONS 
Labor, $2,106.24 
Tools and Equipment, 2.50 
Pipe and Fittings, , 404.71 
All other, 136.80 
$2,650.25 
GARBAGE DISPOSAL 
Contract, $6,238.50 
Sanitary Inspector, Salary, 1,018.50 
Dump Expense, 392.87 
All other, 15.71 
$7,665.58 
STREET CLEANING 
Wages, $6,079.99 
Teams, 686.37 
Sweepers and Scrapers, . 170.74 
Brooms, 43.00 
Tools, 106.84 
All other, 355.47 
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SEWER MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION 


$1,442.41 


CLEANING CATCH BASINS 
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e a Dor, $2,528.31 
E eames, . 40.00 
yA a terials, Tools, etc., 156.91 
ep, 31 other, 220.51 
$2,945.73 
HIGHWAYS 
«cx eneral Administration: 
Superintendent, $923.20 
Telephone, 88.75 
Other Expenses, 4.13 
$1,016.08 
s eneral Expenditures: 
Labor, $12,765.66 
Teams, 5,967.25 
Broken Stone, etc., 2,101.31 
Pipe and Cement, 156.30 
Equipment anda Repairs, 3,281.56 
Engineering, 812.82 
Fuel anda Light, 1.10 
RNC and Expressage, 829.12 
ools, 618.25 
All other, 1,812.44 
$28,345.81 
BRIDGES 
Labor, 
onus $786.24 
Lumber, Da 
Engineering | 
All other , 25.79 
: 1,429.40 
$2,758.06 
SNOW AND ICE REMOVAL 
Labor, | I 
"Teams, $1,140.23 
159.50 


$1,899.73 
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STREET SIGNS 
Street Signs and Expenses, $795.00 


$34,814.68 


PAVEMENT REPAIRS 


Labor, $1,940.77 
Teams, 346.25 
Contracts, 3,158.44 
Tools and Equipment, 196.80 
Materials, 1,549.49 
Inspection, | 126.00 
Engineering, 161.00 
All other, 412.05 
$7,890.80 
SIDEWALKS AND CURBING 
Maintenance: I 
Labor, $2,738.88 
Teams, 601.00 
Stone, Brick and Cement, 385.32 | 
Engineering, 303.44 
All other, 1,035.58 
$5,064.22 
CROSSWALKS 
Maintenance: 
Labor, $2,035.21 
Teams, 107.00 
Tools and Equipment, 61.80 
All other, 66.63 
$2,270.64 
Construction: 
Labor, $282.40 
Teams, 83.76 
Stone, Brick and Cement, 416.00 
Engineering, 15.00 


All other, l 30.70 


$827.86 
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SIDEWALK CLEANING ABUTTING CITY PROPERTY 


Labor, | $380.20 
All other, 8.00 


STREET SPRINKLING 


Water: 
Labor, $2,870.36 
Teams, 4,182.45 
Equipment and Repairs, 1,643.84 
Water, 500.00 
All other, 1,430.34 
Other: 
Materials, $7,270.14 


All other, 305.50 


Total Street Sprinkling, 


$388.20 


$10,626.99 


$7,575.64 


$18,202.63 


STREET SPRINKLING ABUTTING CITY PROPERTY 


Water, 
STREET LIGHTING 
Contract, 
MAINTENANCE OF CITY STABLE 

Labor, $1,080.42 
Horses, 141.60 
Hay, Grain and Straw, 1,181.19 
Shoeing, 294.32 
Equipment and Repairs, 97.34 
Stable Supplies, . 66.44 
Building Repairs, -- 5.39 
Telephone, 32.00 


All other, : 88.10 


$400.00 


$42,263.93 


$2,986.80 
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CHARITIES 


POOR DEPARTMENT 


General Administration: 


Overseas, $298.90 
Clerks, . 1,900.00 
Printing, Stationery and Postage, 187.91 
Telephone, 19.15 
All other, 371.61 
CITY FARM 
Salary Superintendent, | $1,098.92 
Other Salaries and Wages, 1,875.20 
Groceries and Provisions, 1,328.80 
Dry Goods and Clothing, l 446.96 
Building, 1,763.86 
Fuel and Light, . 512411 
Medicines and Medical Attendance, 330.83 
Farm Supplies, 2,216.19 


All other, 1,350.69 


OUTSIDE REL!EF 


By City: 
City Physician, $750.00 
Rent, SS 252.50 
. Groceries and Provisions, 5,193.99 
Coal and Wood, 1,741.75 
Medicines and Medical Attendance, 388.51 
Board and Care, 122.00 
Burials, 590.00 
State Institutions, 22.00 
Other Institutions, 2,119.29 


All other, 562.95 


$2,777.57 


$10,923.56 


$12,402.99 
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RELIEF BY OTHER CITIES AND TOWNS 


Citieg, 
Towns, 


Aid, 


Total Charities, 


$434.87 
182.86 


MOTHERS' AID 


SOLDIERS' BENEFITS 


State Aid, 
Soldiers' Burials, 


Soldiers' Relief, 
Other Expense, 


Soldiers’ Exemption, 


Salaries: 


Superintendent, 
Clerical, 

Truant Officers, 
All other, 


General Expenses: 


Printing, Stationery, Postage, 


Telephone, 
Traveling Expense, 
School Census, 

All other, 


$5,609.16 
50.00 


$4,803.00 
50.00 


$617.73 


$2,996.76 


$29,718.61 


$5,659.16 


$4,853.00 


EDUCATION 
ADMINISTRATION 


$3,000.00 
1,180.00 
2,161.70 
115.00 


$840.20 
484.81 
132.42 
4.00 
336.76 


$10,512.16 
$114.54 


$6,456.70 


$1,798.19 


Teachers' Salaries: 


Day Schools: 
High, 
Elementary, 
Clerks, 
Supervisors, 


Evening Schools: 
High, 
Elementary, 


Text Books and Supplies: 
High: 


Text and Reference Books, 
All other, 


Elementary: 


Text and Reference Books, 
All other, 


Evening: 


Elementary, 
High, 
All other, 


Tuition: 
Elementary, 


Transportation: 


Elementary, 
Support of Truants, 


Janitors' Services: 
High (Day), 
Elementary, 

Evening: 
High, 


$50,139.10 
150,423.45 
1,443.80 
1,129.90 


$209,136.25 


. $470.50 
1,175.00 


$1,645.50 


$2,069.44 
2,255.22 


3,600.51 
4,268.18 


203.64 
10.00 
23.66 


. $12,430.65 
$104.00 


$5,674.00 
$87.15 


$2,687.00 
15,226.70 


52.00 


$17,965.70 


Fuel and Light: 
High, 
Elementary, 
Evening, 


MAINTENANCE BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 


High: 


Repairs, 
Janitors' Supplies, 
All other, 


Elementary: 


Repairs, 

Janitor Supplies, 
All other, 
Improvements, 


Furniture and Furnishings: 


High, 
Elementary, 


Teachers’ Pensions: 


Other Expenses: 


Diplomas and Graduation 
Exercises, 
Miscellaneous Advertising, 
Water Rates (High), 
Water Rates (Elementary), 
All other, l 


Total Education, 
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$2,621.79 
11,907.65 
221.60 


$1,557.62 
127.90 
67.36 


$6,920.35 
1,200.77 
1,126.84 
164.42 


$113.88 
107.73 


$94.75 
1.00 
114.73 
1,474.77 


479.42 - 


$14,751.04 


$1,752.88 


. $10,012.38 


$221.61 
$1,120.00 


$2,164.67 


$285,320.72 
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LIBRARIES 


(Not City Property) 


Berkshire Athenaeum, $13,000.00 


RECREATION 
Parks and Playgrounds 
Administration: 
Salaries and Wages: 
Superintendent, $1,050.00 
Clerk, 83.30 
Other Expenses, 23.17 
$1,157.07 
Parks: 
Salaries and Wages, $2,195.45 
Teams, 53.25 
Plants and Shrubs, 20.00 
Tools and Repairing, 17.52 
Grading Grounds, 556.27 
All other, 923.17 
$4,365.66 
Playgrounds: 
Superintendent, $352.50 
Instructors, 1,686.05 
Labor, 85.00 
Apparatus, 301.30 
Sand, 41.00 
All other, 547.13 
$3,013.58 
Swimming and Baths: 
Directors and Agsistants, $338.53 
Bathing Suits, etc., 18.85 
$417.38 


$8,953.69 
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PONTOOSUC LAKE PAVILION AND BATH HOUSE 


Labor, $87.13 
Contract, 8,627.60 
Architects, 222.00 
Materials, 68.39 
All other, l 17.25 
$9,022.37 
ONOTA LAKE BATH HOUSE 
Contract, $1,345.28 
Architects, 63.65 
All other, 26.52 
$1,435.45 
CELEBRATIONS AND ENTERTAINMENTS 
Band Concerts, $400.00 
Memorial Day, 300.00 
$700.00 
UNCLASSIFIED 
REPAIR BUILDINGS OTHER THAN SCHOOLS 
Labor, $209.70 
Contract, 243.00 
Materials, 88.24 
All other, 122.94 
$663.88 


GRADING AND SHRUBBERY 
Pomeroy School Grounds 


Labor, $189.79 , 
Teams, 290.65 
Materials, . 5.00 


Engineering, 10.00 


9495.44 
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NEW CITY YARD 


Coal Pockets 


Labor, 
Materials, 
Other, 


Unclassified: 


Maintenance Motor Apparatus, 
Insurance, 

History of Pittsfield, 
Wahconah Park Purchase, 

B. & A. R. R., 

Lebanon Ave. Straightening, 
City Fuel Account, 

Municipal Yard Purchase, 
Parker Ave. Bridge Alterations, 
Printing Municipal Records, 


Damage to Persons and Personal 
Property, 


Care City Clocks, 


$151.95 
943.98 
67.20 


$4,399.42 
1,251.04 
500.00 
888.72 
25.00 
1,097.00 
9,754.08 
7,322.14 
5,300.00 
1,241.61 


PUBLIC SERVICE ENTERPRISES 


WATER WORKS: 
Administration: 


Superintendent, 

Printing, Stationery, Postage, 
Telephone, 

All other, 


$250.00 
206.93 
116.99 
239.61 


$813.53 


$1,763.13 


$37,785.01 


$1,761.25 
$50.00 


MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION 
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General Expenses: 


Labor, $7,978.71 
Teams, 322.56 
Pipe and Fittings, 53.14 
Meters and Fittings, 205.46 
Equipment and Repairs, 792.59 
Engineering, 636.47 
Heating Meter Houses, 58.55 
All other, 8,181.85 


$18,229.33 


$19,042.86 


WATER WORKS: SERVICE CONNECTIONS 


Labor, $1,944.45 
Pipe and Fittings, 1,030.03 
Freight and Cartage, 10.26 


All other, 109.66 


CITY SCALES 


Wages, $180.00 
Printing and Advertising, 86.25 
Telephone, 18.45 
All other, 41.91 
. INTEREST 
Temporary Loans: 
Anticipation of Taxes, $18,230.98 


All other, 675.00 


General Loans: 


Sewer, $20,085.00 
Highway, 2,770.00 
School, 20,452.50 
Parks and Playgrounds, 1,390.00 


All other, 2,995.00 


$3,094.40 


$926.61 


$18,905.98 


$47,692.50 


189 


Public Service Enterprise, Loans: 
Water, $58,173.50 


Total Interest, $124,771.98 


MUNICIPAL INDEBTEDNESS 


Temporary Loans: 


Anticipation of Taxes, $750,000.00 
All other, 15,000.00 
$765,000.00 
General Loans: 
Sewer, $41,000.00 
Highway, 16,000.00 
School, 57,000.00 
Parks and Playgrounds, | 6,000.00 
All other, 11,000.00 
$131,000.00 
Public Service Enterprise Loans: - 
Water, $67,200.00 
Total Municipal Indebtedness, $963,200.00 
AGENCY AND TRUST 
| Agency: 
Taxes, State, $95,040.00 
State Highway, 5,466.26 
Non-Resident Bank, 11,981.63 
County, 69,008.68 
All cther, 7.47 
$181,504.04 
Liquor for State, $10,728.00 


Massachusetts Teachers’ Retirement Fund, 3,655.90 


——— 


$195,887.94 
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REFUNDS AND TRANSFERS 


Refunds: 
Taxes, $363.35 
Licenses, 1,332.50 
Special Assessments, 22.45 
Water Abatements, 201.59 
All other, 826.03 
$2,245.92 
Transfers: 
Emergent Funds returned by Departments, $900.00 
Total Revenue Payments, $2,050,250.95 
P3 OUTLAY | 
HEALTH AND SANITATION 
SEWERS 
Construction: 
Superintendent, | $293.07 
Labor, 13,808.03 
Teams, 208.65 
Contract, 176.55 
Engineering, 1,383.69 
Freight and Cartage, 155.29 
Pipe and Fittings, 3,451.85 
Lumber, 106.26 
Damages, 35.00 
All other, 1,027.51 
$20,645.90 
TYLER STREET DRAIN 
Contract, $2,634.23 
Labor, 108.70 
Teams, 18.00 
Materials, 30.98 


Tools, 80.00 


$2,871.91 
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PLUNKETT STREET DRAIN 


Contract, 
MELVILLE STREET DRAIN 
Labor, $312.38 
Engineering, 100.65 
Materials, 560.30 
Cartage, 26.00 
HIGHWAYS 
MELVILLE STREET PAVING 
Labor, $3,562.44 
Teams, 465.65 
Contract, 238.20 
Engineering, 282.05 
Materials, 3,757.91 
Freight and Cartage, 1,172.95 
All other, 356.43 
NEW SIDEWALKS 
Labor, $8,434.09 
Teams, 814.00 
Engineering, 1,114.89 
Stone, Brick and Cement, 3,523.62 
All other, 4,299.39 
PLUNKETT STREET SIDEWALK 

Contract, $906.65 
Teams, 11.96 
Engineering, 93.89 
Inspection, 66.50 
All other, 21.00 


$210.05 


$1,499.33 


$9,835.63 


$18,185.99 


$1,100.09 


I92 


PUBLIC SERVICE ENTERPRISES 
WATER WORKS CONSTRUCTION 
Salaries and Wages: 
Superintendent, $750.00 


Other Expenses: 


Labor, $5,033.80 
Teams, 235.50 
Engineering, 1,948.13 
Hydrants, Pipe and Fittings, 20,202.53 
Freight and Cartage, 463.58 
Tools and Repairs, 228.59 
Farnham Dam Litigation, 149,958.60 
Land Purchase, x 1,000.00 
All other, 1,660.60 

$181,481.33 

Total Non-Revenue Payments, $235,830.14 

Total Revenue Payments, 2,050,250.95 


$2,286,081.09 
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REPORT OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Office of Chief Engineer, 
Pittsfield Fire Department. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: | | 


I have the honor to submit the annual report of the Pitts- 
field Fire Department for the year ending December 31st, 1917. 

I herewith submit the report of the work of the Pittsfield 
Fire Department which will include a list of fires and alarms, 
the causes of fires as near as could be ascertained, the value 
of property at risk, the amount of loss, the insurance, and the 
insurance paid on the same, recomimendations for the ensuing 
year and other information which I deem of interest. 


Fire Alarms 


The department has responded to 188 alarms during the 
year, of which 46 were box alarms, 140 telephone calls, 2 
verbal calls; 1 of the box alarms being false; a total of 41 
more calls than last year. 


Apparatus 


The apparatus of the department consists of one 75-foot 
American La France gasoline electric, four wheel drive aerial 
truck, one Pope Hartford service car, two Seagrave chemical 
combinations, one Pope Hartford combination, one chief's 
car, one horse drawn chemical combination in re- 
serve, one small ladder truck in reserve, one Metropolitan 
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engine, one Silsby engine in service, one Clapp & Jones engine 
in reserve. At West Pittsfield station one horse drawn 
chemical combination, one Clapp & Jones engine. 


Apparatus Distributed as Follows 


CENTRAL STATION—One motor aerial truck, two motor 
chemical combinations, one Chief's car, one service car, one 
Metropolitan engine, one Silsby engine. 


MORNINGSIDE STATION—One motor chemical combina- 
tion, one horse drawn chemical combination in reserve, one 
Clapp & Jones engine in reserve, one small truck in reserve. 


WrsT PITTSFIELD STATION— One horse drawn chemical 
combination, one Clapp € Jones engine. ` 


Permanent Force 


The present organization is constituted as follows: Chief 
Engineer, one Deputy Chief, two Captains, two Lieutenants, 
two engineers of engines, one mechanician and twenty-four 
permanent men, assigned as chauffeurs, hose men and ladder 
men. 


Call Force 


The call force of the Department consists of thirteen men. 


Volunteer Force 


West Pittsfield company has a volunteer force of fifty 
members. 


Hose 


Number of feet of 2% inch hose in good condition, 8,000. 
This department should have on hand at all times not less than 
10,000 feet of hose. We are using 1,600 feet in very poor 
condition. 
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Days of the Week on which Fires Occurred 


Sunday, 33 
Monday, 26 
Tuesday, ' 24 
Wednesday, 28 
Thursday, 28 
Friday, | 20 
Saturday, 29 

Total, 188 


Number of Fires Each Month 


January, IO 

February, II 

March, I4 

April, . . 39 

May, — ! 9 

June, 5 

July, II 

August, 7 

September, 22 

October, | 9 

November, 24 

December, 27 

Total, |. 188 
Number of feet of hose laid and used, | 33,300 
Chemical tanks used, ` ` 36 
Extinguishers used, 70 
Rubber blankets used covering goods, _ 35 
Extinguishers charged outside department, 309 


Men left on duty after fires, | 72 
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Fire Department Building Inspection 


Buildings inspected and found clean, 

Cellars reinspected and cleaned, 

Rear of buildings réinspected and cleaned, 

First floor of buildings reinspected and cleaned, 
Second floor of buildings reinspected and cleaned, 
Third floor of buildings reinspected and cleaned, 
Hallways of buildings reinspected and cleaned, 
Water pails refilled, two buildings, 

Total reinspections, 

Total inspections, including reinspections, 


244 
4,660 


This inspection work of the deparfment, while giving the 
men a knowledge of construction of buildings, has been a great 
factor in keeping down the fire loss, as there has not been a 
fire in our business district caused by rubbish during the past 


year. 


Causes of Fires, 1917 


Automobile, 

Grass fires, 

Needless calls, 

False alarm, 

Electric flat iron, 

Static electricity, 

Cigar or cigarette, 

Chimney fires, 

Grease on smoke pipe, 
Overheated steam pipe, 

Boys setting fire to rubbish pile, 
Careless use of matches, 
Children playing with matches, 
Spontaneous contbustion, 
Curtain blown into gas jet, 
Public Dump, 

Defective chimney, 
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Tramps in barn, 

Gas stove, 

Clothes too near stove, 
Incendiary, 

Grease on stove, 
-Overheated stove, 
Overheated chimney, 
Defective smoke pipe, 
Hot coal from stove, 
Burlap over chimney hole, 
Unknown, 

Car loaded with cinders, 
Electric switch, current left on, 
Spark . from locomotive, 
Kerosene oil lamp, 

Gas light too near ceiling, 
Sparks from chimney, 
Thawing out water pipes, 
Overheated fireplace, 
Lightning, 

Gas explosion, 

Matches in baling press, 
Blast furnace, 

Bon fire, 

Oil on river, 

Trolly car motor, 

Picker machine, 
Overheated shafting, 
Metal in cutting machine, 
Kerosene stove, 

Gas lamp, 

Spark from boiler, 


Total, 
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Recommendations, 1918 


I would recommend the purchase of 2,000 feet of hose 
at once. 


I would recommend the appointment of five permanent 
men; this department is undermanned for efficient work at 
meal times. 


I would recommend a concrete apparatus floor, new doors 
and window sash at the central station. 


I would recommend that all wires now in attic of central 
station be overhauled and placed in a safe condition. 

I would recommend that Rules and Regulations for the 
government of this department be adopted this year and 
printed in pamphlet form. 

I would recommend the purchase of a motor city service 
ladder truck. The department is handicapped outside of the 
business districts without this piece of apparatus. 

I would recommend a fire station at the junction of 
Wahconah street and Peck’s road. 


Losses by Fire During Year 1917 
(58 Building Fires) 


Insurance loss on buildings, $115,412.13 
Insurance loss on contents, 29,181.98 

Total loss, $144,594.11 
Valuation of buildings, $645,000.00 
Valuation of contents, 729,754.35 

Total, | $1,374,754-35 
Insurance on buildings, $491,150.00 
Insurance on contents, 496,556.83 


Total, $987,706.83 


Valuation of Buildings Involved, 1917 


January, 

F ebruary, 
March, 
April, 
May, 

June, 

July, 
August, 
September, 
October, | 
November, 
December, 


Total, 


$20,000.00 
29,000.00 
122,000.00 
16,500.00 

I 3,000.00 
3,300.00 
600.00 
6,500.00 
12,000.00 
13,500.00 
207,500.00 
201,100.00 


$645,000.00 


Valuation of Contents Ínvolved, 1917 


January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 

June, 
July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


Total, 


$34,982.82 
7,000.00 
17,200.00 
4,500.00 
4,600.00 
602,300.00 
500.00 
500.00 
1,400.00 
1,300.00 
6,200.00 
49,271.53 


$729,754-35 
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Insurance on Buildings, 1917 


January, $16,500.00 
February, 25,500.00 
March, 116,800.00 
April, 11,900.00 
May, 12,500.00 
June, 2,400.00 
July, 600.00 
August, 3,300.00 
September, 9,600.00 
October, 13,200.00 
November, 191,950.00 
December, 86,900.00 

Total, $491,150.00 


Insurance on Contents, 1917 


January, i - $30,600.00 
February, 5,250.00 
March, I 5,400.00 
April, 3,586.83 
May, | 3,100.00 
June, 401,920.00 
July, 500.00 
August, No loss 
September, I,100.00 
October, 1,300.00 
November, 4,800.00 
December, : 29,000.00 


Total, $496,556.83 


Insurance Paid on Buildings, 1917 


January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 
July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


Total, 


$3,837.38 
2,795.55 
9,013.39 
2,033.50 
3,794.22 
1,400.00 
1,000.00 
1,850.00 
3,024.09 
45.00 
22,828.00 
61,691.00 


$115,412.13 


Insurance Paid on Contents, 1917 


January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 

June, 
July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


Total, 


$4,797.86 
924.16 
4,271.23 
615.83 
451.22 
2,184.54 
409.50 
No insurance loss 
555.00 
117.50 
2,444.53 
12,410.61 


$29,181.98 
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Total Loss, No Insurance 


April, I,IOO.00 
August, 400.00 
$1,500.00 


Location of Fire Alarm Boxes 


Fire Out, under control, 

Taconic Mill, James & E. H. Wilson. 

Wahconah Street, corner Pontoosuc Avenue. 
Pontoosuc Woolen Mfg. Co. mill. 

5. N. & C. Russell Mfg. Co. Mill. 

J. L. & T. D. Peck (upper mill). 

Wahconah Street, near Briggs Avenue. 

East Housatonic Street, corner Chickering Street. 
Pomeroy Avenue, corner Broad Street. 

South Street, corner George Street 

East Street, between Willis and Second Streets. 
East Street, corner Elm Street. 

Appleton Avenue, corner East Housatonic Street. 
Appleton Avenue, corner Dawes Avenue. 

Elm Street, corner Newell Street. 


- . Woodleigh Avenue, corner South Merriam Street. 


South Church Street, corner Hurlbut Street. 
South Street, corner East Housatonic Street. 
West Housatonic Street, opposite Mill. 

Mill Street, near Standard Oil Company's Office. 
West Street, corner New West Street. 
South Street, corner West Street. 

Elizabeth Street, corner Buel Street. 

Linden Street, corner Dewey Avenue. 
Columbus Avenue, opposite John Street. 
Corner King and Von Nida Streets, 

West Street, corner Dewey Avenue. 

Depot Street, corner McKay Street. 
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Columbus Avenue, corner Daniels Avenue. 
Bradford Street, corner Francis Avenue. 

North Street, corner Burbank Street. 

North Street, corner Maplewood Avenue. 

North Street, corner School Street. 

North Street, opposite American House. 

Fenn Street, corner Pearl Street. 

Fourth Street, near Fenn Street. 

Wellington Avenue, near Maplewood Avenue. 
Brown Street, corner Curtis Street. 

Burbank Street, opposite Spring Street. 

Tyler Street, corner Dalton Avenue. 

Second Street, corner Lake Street. 

Berkshire Street Railway Co's. Power House, (private) 
Lower East Street, beyond Silver Lake. 

East Street, near Pittsfield Coal Gas Company. 
Longview Avenue, (Lakewood) 

Seymour Street, corner Kent Avenue. 
Wahconah and North Streets. 

North Street and Pontoosuc Avenue. 

Pecks Road. 

House of Mercy, (private) 

Church Street, corner Goodrich Street. 

Museum, South Street. 

Berkshire County Home for Aged Women. (private) 
General Electric Company, (private) 

Wendell Avenue, near Broad Street. 

East Housatonic Street. corner Bartlett Avenue. 
South and Crofut Streets. | 

South Street, corner Cole Avenue, 

Crofut Street, off F. E. Peirson's. 

Corner Holmes Road & Elm Street. 

Dawes Avenue, corner Nbrthumberland Road. 
Tillotson's Mill, West Housatonic Street. 

Eaton, Crane & Pike Company, factory (private) 
Center Street, corner Worthington Street. 
Madison Avenue, corner Francis Avenue. 
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321. Linden Street, near Terrace Avenue. 

324. Onota Street, near Lake Avenue. 

334. Division Street, corner Robbins Avenue. 
341. West Street, beyond S. P. Briggs’ Residence. 
342. Corner Onota and West Streets. 

361. Columbus Avenue, opposite Berkshire Lumber Co. 
372. Corner North and Union Streets. 

421. Corner Glenwood and Stoddard Avenues. 
422. Orchard, corner First Street. 

423. Corner Tyler and Myrtle Streets. 

424. First Street, near Adam. 

425. Fenn Street, corner Second. 


426. Lincoln Street, corner Oak. 

427. Hamlin and Second Streets. 

431. Briggs Avenue, between Weller & Pontoosuc Avenues 
432. North Street, near Abbott. 

434. Lenox Avenue, corner Fairview Avenue, 

452. Dalton Avenue, corner Harvard Street. 

491. 


Corner Brown and Tyler Streets. 


No School —Two blasts at 7.45 a. m. 


Militia io blasts. 


Second Alarm—One blast and box repeated. 


In calling Fire Department by Telephone, whether line 


'* busy or not, just say: Fire Department, Emergency.” 


In conclusion, I wish to express my appreciation of the 
able manner in which the officers and members of the depart- 
ment have performed the duties required of them, and to thank 
the Mayor, the Fire Department Committee, members of the 
City Governmerit and others who have in any way assisted the 
department in attaining its high standing, also the Chief of 
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Police and the force under his command, for the able per- 
formance of the duties required of them in connection with 
this department. 
Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM C. SHEPARD, 
Chief Engineer Fire Department. 


REPORT « 
OF THE 


PARK COMMISSION 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


Gentlemen : 


We have the honor to submit the fifth annual report oí 
the Park Commission. Dennis J. Haylon was on May t4, 
1917 reappointed by Mayor William C. Moulton as a member 
of the Gommission for a term of five years, confirmed by the 
Board of Alderman on the same date and by the Common 
Council May 16. He took the oath of office before City Clerk 
M. D. Steever, May 23. The Commission re-organized for 
the year with Fred T. Francis, chairman. John M. Flynn 
was re-elected clerk. 


Mayor Moulton and the members of the 1917 City Coun- 
cil made it posible for the Commission to construct during the 
year bathhouses at Pontoosuc Lake and Burbank Park, Onota 
Lake and to purchase the triangular plot at the Junction of 
Peck's road and Wahconah street known as the Curtin Tri- 
angle, as recommended in the last annual report of the Com- 
mission. 


It had been hoped to be able to construct a combination 
bathhouse and pavilion at Pontoosuc Lake in 1917 but the 
financial situation and the cost of oonstruction were such that 
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a decision to build only the bathhouse during that year was 
reached. The bathhouse was so built however that the pavilion 
on the top floor can be added whenever deemed advisable. 


The contract for the bathhouse was let to Mullens & 
Patnode for $8,88o after bids for the same had been advertised 
for and obtained. An excellent concrete building has been 
provided and the bathhouses will be opened in full swing at 
the start of the season. It was clearly demonstrated during 
the period the new bathhouses at the Burbank Park were in 
operation that they would easily prove self-supporting and the 
same will undoubtedly prove true at Pontoosuc Lake. 


Early in the year bids were obtained pn the old pavilion 
at Pontoosuc Lake and the building was sold to Lewis Brad- 
ford of Dalton, the highest bidder, for $76. 


The sum of $1,340.17 was expended in connection with 
the Burbank Park Bathhouse and the contract was let to Carl 
Lindholm. 


On the Pontoosuc Lake bathhouse $9,165.32 was expend- 
ed in 1917 and the contract was let to Mullen & Patnode for 
$8,880 upon condition that the contractor pay $200 toward the 
pay of the inspector. The total amount paid to Edward M. 
` Hall for inspecting was $315. 


The city graciously provided an extra $1,000 for much 
needed work near the Pontoosuc Lake bathhouse and also for 
removing stone and debris from the bathing place at Onota 
Lake. 


During the year a Ford automobile was purchased for the 
use of both playground and park departments to facilitate the 
shifting of laborers from one place to another and also to 
reduce to a minimum the cost of trucking and cartage. 


The $400 appropriation for band concerts was handled 
by the Commission and that sum was paid to William J. Gor- 
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man for eight concerts which were given on Sunday afternoons 
at the various parks but principally at Springside as that place 
has proven the most satisfactory for concerts. 


The Commission again provided a skating rink on the 
common during the winter and a successful effort has been 
made to furnish good skating on a large surface for the big 
crowds who frequent the place as skating and other forms 
of winter sport are constantly regaining favor in this city. 


. The Playground work was successfully conducted during 
July and August by an efficient corps of workers under the 
supervision of Louis C. Schroeder of Springfield. The total 
attendance during the eight weeks' season was 89,873 divided 
as follows: Common, 14,162; Springside, 32,348; William 
Pitt, 18,770; Russell, 4,890; Pontoosuc Lake, 9,070; Pontoosuc, 
4,096; Dawes, 3,947. The Dawes grounds were opened for 
the first time the last four weeks of the season and the Com- 
mission is convinced that this section will support a playground 
and is deserving of being provided with the same. It is plan- 
ned to open organized play centers in other parts of the city 
when the financial situation will warrant such action. One 
of the features of the season’s work was the fine program 
carried out at Springside Park by children from various 
grounds as a fitting climax and termination of the regular 
playground activities. 


Park and playground receipts for 1917 and 1916 were 
turned over to the City Treasurer to the amount of $390.73. 
The various items are given in detail in the financial statement. 


Recommendations 


The Commission being fully aware of the general financial 
situation of the country during the period of the war makes 
no recommendation for appropriations for new work. 
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We again strongly urge that the spur trolley track on 
East Street north of the City Hall Park be removed. It is an 
impossibility to preserve the beauty of the park unless the 
tracks at this point are taken up. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS ACCOUNT 


Appropriation in budget, $8,000.00 
Special appropriation, 1,000.00 
Transferred from Curtin Triangle, 

purchase account, ; 111.82 
Transferred from Pontoosuc lake, 

bath.house account, 53.50 
Transferred to Parks and Playgrounds, 37.82 

$9,203.14 


EXPENDITURES 


Parks 

Labor: 

Superintendent, $1,092.00 

Clerk, 99.96 

Other labor, 2,489.88 

——————— $3,681.84 

Part of auto purchase price 

and maintenance, $327.82 
Trucking and cartage, 70.98 
Water, | : 39.50 
Flag, 30.00 
Repairs, 161.15 
Bathing suits, 105.08 
Engineers, 6.00 
Plants and shrubs, 20.00 
Special work around Pontoosuc 

bath.house, 508.36 
Other supplies and materials, 211.14 
Miscellaneous, 16.50 

$1,496.53 


$5,178.37 
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PLAYGROUNDS 
Labor: 

Caretakers, $128.00 
Superintendent, 400.00 
Clerk, 50.00 
Instructors, 1,948.88 


Part of auto purchase price 
and expense, 
Supplies, 
Trucking, 
Apparatus, 
Athletic supplies, 
Printing, > 
Miscellaneous, 


' 


Transferred to Burbank Park 
bath-house account, 

Transferred to Pontoosuc bath- 
house account, 


Total expenditures, 


Balance, 


Burbank Park Bath-house Account: 


Appropriation, 
Transferred from Parks account, 


Paid Carl Lindholm on contract, 
Harding & Seaver, architect, 
Advertising for bids, 


293.12 
201.56 

. 5.07 
219.98 
140.94 
59.75 
87.30 


140.17 


350.00 


1,273.02 


$2,526.88 


$1,007.72 
$3,534.60 


490.17 
9,203.14 


$0,000.00 


$1,200.00 
140.17 
$1,340.17 


63.65 
3.50 
$1,340.17 


$0,000.00 
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Pontoosuc Lake Bath-house Account: 


Appropriation, $9,000.00 
Transferred from Parks account, 350.00 
Transferred from Burbank Park | 
pavilion account, 40.87 
Mullens & Patnode, on contract, | $8,440.60 
Harding & Seaver, architect, 222.00 
Charles F. Reid, plastering, 60.00 
A. A. Fobes, engineering, 27.13 © 
Cartage, 3.50 
Fuel, 16.88 
Noble-Milne Co., plumbing, 187.00 
Edward M. Hall, inspector, 315.00 
Hardware, 51.51 
Advertising for bids, 13.75 
$9,337.31 
Transferred to Parks and Commons, 53.50 
Balance, 


Curtin Triangle Purchase Account: 


Appropriation, . $1,000.00 
Paid Julia Keegan and others 
for property interest in Tri- 


angle tract, 500.00 
Paid P. P. Curtin for interest 

in Triangle property, 200.00 
Engineering, 3.67 


Paid John Keegan and others 
for interest in Triangle 


property, 185.05 

888.72 
Transferred to Parks and 
Playgrounds account, 111.28 


Balance, 


$9,390.87 


$9,390.87 


$0,000.00 


1,000.00 


$0,000.00 
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BAND CONCERTS 


Appropriation, 
Paid W. J. Gorman, for eight concerts, 


Balance, 


$400.00 
400.00 


RECEIPTS TURNED INTO CITY TREASURY 


For Season 1917 


Sale of pavilion, Pontoosuc lake, 


Burbank park bath-house receipts (city's share), 


Burbank park pavilion, rent, 

Sale of hay, Burbank park, 

Rent of ice cream stand, Springside park, 

Sale of grass, Springside, 

Rent of photo gallery, Pontoosuc lake, 

Money for sale of children's work, playgrounds, 


For Season 1916 


Rent of photo gallery, Pontoosuc lake, 

Rent of White pavilion, lake, 

Sale of hay, Burbank park, 

Sale of grass, Springside, 

Money for sale of children's work, playgrounds, 


Total receipts turned into City Treasury, 


$76.00 
161.79 
15.00 
1.00 
15.00 
3.00 
25.00 
16.21 


25.00 
20.00 
10.00 

5.00 
11.73 


$000.00 


319.00 


71.73 


$390.73 
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Mr. Kelton B. Miller, trustee of the Balance Rock fund 
presented the following report to the Commission: 


Pittsfield, Mass., February 18, 1918. 


Park Commissioners, 


City of Pittsfield, Mass. 


In behalf of the subscribers to the Balance Rock fund 
who in 1910 purchased the Balance Rock Farm in Lanesboro 
with the object in view of ultimately making the tract a public 
reservation, as trustee for the purchasers I herewith annex 
the financial] transactions connected with the matter from: 
the date of the purchase of the land until the time it was 
turned over to the city of Pittsfield and placed in the custody 
of your Commission, with the request that this letter and 
statement be spread on the records of your Commission there 
to be a permanent record for all time. | 


RECEIPTS 
Robert W. Adam, $200.00 
Allen H. Bagg, 50.00 
James L. Bacon, 25.00 
Rev. James Boyle, 25.00 
David Campbell, 25.00 
Dr. Henry Colt, 50.00 
D. M. Collins, 25.00 
Fred Crane, 250.00 
Michael Casey, 25.00 
W. Murray Crane, 250.00 
Zenas Crane, 250.00 
William D. Curtis, 50.00 
Arthur N. Cooley, 250.00 
Arthur W. Eaton, 100.00 
Kelton B. Miller, | 250.00 
Rev.. T. W. Nickerson, 100.00 


Arthur W. Plumb, 100.00 
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Arthur H. Rice, 

James D. Shipton, 

J. A. Spoor, 

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Stevenson, 
William H. Swift, 

George H. Tucker, 

Milton B. Warner, 

Edgar P. Wood, 

Jay P. Barnes, 

Sold standing grass, 1010, 
Sold standing grass, 1911, 
Sold standing grass, 1912, 
Sold standing grass, 1913, 
Sold corn crib, 1914, 

Sold standing grass, 1914, 
Sold standing grass, 1915, 
Sold standing grass, 1916, 


EXPENDITURES 


June 21, 1910, Mrs. Aehsah Hulbert, for farm, 
June 21, 1910, interest paid Mrs. Hulbert, 


from date of option, 
Aug. 9, 1910, taxes for 1910, 
Aug. 9, 1910, putting up sign post, 


Feb. 20, 1910, B. M. Warner, legal services, 
Feb. 20, 1910, J. F. Barnes, surveying, 


Paid taxes for 1911, 
Paid printing bill in 1911, 
Paid taxes for 1912, 
Paid taxes for 1913, 
Paid taxes for 1914, 
Paid taxes for 1915, 
Paid taxes for 1916, 


Balance on hand, 


125.00 
250.00 
50.00 
50.00 
25.00 
50.00 
100.00 
25.00 
75.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
7.50 
5.00 
10.00 
10.00 


$2,500.00 


73.00 
9.30 
4.00 

103.03 

75.00 
3.31 
5.65 
3.30 
3.60 
3.40 
3.04 
4.00 


$2,847.50 


$2,790.63 


$56.87 
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The above balance was left in my hands when the land 
was turned over and will at any time be turned over to the 
Park Commission when it is ready to build a shelter or look- 
out lodge on the premises. ` 


KELTON B. MILLER, 


Trustee. 


(Signed) 
FRED T. FRANCIS, 
GEO. W.NEWMAN, 
DANIEL F. FARRELL, 
DENNIS J. HAYLON, 
W. C. STEVENSON. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF BULDINGS 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


I herewith submit my report as Inspector of Buildings 
for the year ending December 31, 1917. 


Total number of permits issued, 261 


as follows: 


Alterations and additions, 97 
Single houses, 16 
Double houses, 2 
Bungalows, 5 
Storage buildings, 7 
Work shops, 2 
Barns, 5 
Repairs, fire damage, 5 
Piazzas, 11 
Garages, 

Store buildings, | 
Stores and apartments, 
Greenhouses, 

Warehouses, 

Wagon sheds, 

Apartment houses, 

Poultry houses, 

Coal elevator, 

Metal signs and sign boards, 
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Buildings built of brick, 15 
Buildings built of concrete, 7 
Buildings built of reinforced concrete, 6 
Buildings built of terra cotta, 2 
Number of lathing permits granted, 42 


In accordance with the provisions of Section 46, Chapter 
655, Acts of 1913, I have inspected all hotels and lodging 
houses in the city and reported their condition relative to 
safety in case of fire, to the Chief of the Massachusetts 
District Police. 


Number of rooms inspected in said hotels 
and lodging houses, 855 


. 


In accordance with the provisions of Section 3, Chapter 
806, Acts of 1913, I have made a thorough inspection of all 
passenger elevators and freight elevators in the City, have 
made a practical test of the safety devices required therefor, 
and have filed a detailed report thereof with the Chief of the 
Massachusetts District Police. 


Number of elevators inspected, ` 97 


Number of certificates issued in accordance 
with the provisions of the State Elevator 


Regulations, 35 
Number of licenses granted to operators of 

power passenger elevators, 31 
Number of operator’s licenses renewed, 20 
Number of duplicate licenses issued, 1 


Amount of fees collected for licenses to 
operate elevators, $31.00 


Amount collected for the renewal of licenses, 10.00 
Amount collected for a duplicate license, .50 


Amount of license fees paid to City Treas., 41.50 , 
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The estimated cost of new buildings, altertaions and 
additions within the first and second fire districts, 
for which permits were issued, $404,193.00 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN H. FLYNN, 
Inspector of Buildings. 


BOARD OF OVERSEERS OF POOR 
CITY OF PITTSFIELD 
1917 


HENRY THOMAS, Chairman 


WILLARD E. CROSSETT FRANK J. TRUDEAU 


Superintendent of Poor and Clerk 
ALBERT W. SHAW 


Assistant Clerk 
MADELEINE E. SHERIDAN 


City Physician 
HARRY H. BARD, M. D. 


Warden of City Farm 
ERNEST H. COOKE 


Matron of City Farm 
MIRIAM C. COOKE 


Committee on City Farm and Poor 


JOHN W. CASEY MANSON R. WHITE 
THOMAS L. COFFEE DAVID A. McARTHUR 
ARTHUR J. FEIL 

Office of Board, 


Room 14, City Hall 
Office of City Physician, 


311 North Street 
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To His Honor the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council : 
Gentlemen: 


The Overseers of the Poor of the City of Pittsfield here- 
with submit their annual report for the year ending December 
3I, I917. 

The business in this city was very good the past year and 
any person able to work could find employment. We were 
obliged, however, to help some very large families owing to 
the high prices of fuel and food supplies. We think that 
conditions have improved since the Government has set the 
prices of flour, sugar and fuel, and we trust that the same 
course will be pursued in regard to corn and rye which now 
exceeds the price of flour. 


With the growth of the City and increase in the cost of 
living, comes greater expenditures and we trust that the Hon- 
orable City Council will see proper to increase the appropria- 
tions for this Department. 


“MOTHERS” AID," CHAPTER 763 


This class of dependents will increase and it will be neces- 
sary for us to expend a larger amount this year if we are to 
meet the demands under this law. 


We wish to acknowledge the cooperation and assistance 
of the Charitable Organizations of the City, as well as that 
of many charitably inclined people. 

In this report no mention is made of bills payable or 
bills receivable, as they come in the cash payments and cash 
reimbursements of the next year. 
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APPROPRIATIONS 


The appropriations for the Poor Department received 
and expended were: 


Regular appropriation for Outside Poor, $14,000.00 
Additional appropriation for Outside Poor, 2,000.00 
Regular appropriation for City Farm, 10,500.00 
Appropriation for repairs at City Farm, 1,000.00 

Total appropriation for Poor Department, $27,500.00 


Appropriation for Poor Department minus repair 


appropriation, $26,500.00 
Received in cash reimbursements from all sources, 5,336.90 
Net expenditures for Poor, $21,163.10 


This makes the net cost of maintaining the poor about 
fifty-three cents per capita of our city population, for the year 
1917. The cost per capita in 1900 was eighty-four cents; in 
1905—fifty-five cents; in 1910—forty-seven cents; in I915— 
forty-eight cents. 


OUTSIDE POOR 


Appropriation, $14,000.00 
Additional appropriation, 2,000.00 
Total appropriated for Outside Poor, $16,000.00 
Reimbursements, 3,139.69 
Net expenditures, $12,860.31 


The itemized expenditures for the twelve months of 1917 
will show in the Relief Tables. 


Of the amount of $16,000 expended for Outside Poor, 
$11,958.93 was charged to the City of Pittsfield; $3,206.30 wa- 
expended for State Poor; and $834.77 was expended for 
persons having a legal settlement elsewhere within the Com- 
monwealth but living in this City. 
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The number of families aided in 1917 was 300, comprising 
434 males and 446 females, making a total of 880 persons 
aided. 


Twenty-two persons having no settlement within the Com- 
monwealth were sent to the State Hospital at Tewksbury. 


The following table of statistics will show the appropria- 
tions, cash reimbursements, and net expenses of the Poor De- 
partment for the past ten years. 


Appro- Reim- Net City 
Year. priations. bursements. Expenses. Population. 
1907, $14,500.00 $2,837.47 $11,662.53 25,000 
1908, 17,800.00 3,350.15 14,449.85 
1909, 18,800.00 3,348.06 15,451.94 
1910, 19,600.00 4,484.23 15,115.77 32,121 
1911, 19,500.00 4,598.93 14,901.07 
1912, 19,000.00 4,586.39 14,413.61 
1913, 20,500.00 4,317.32 16,182.68 
1914, 28,500.00 6,118.01 22,381.99 
1915, 27,000.00 7,962.10 19,037.90 39,700 
1916, 26,500.00 7,420.32 19,079.68 
1917, 26,500.00 5,936.90 21,163.10 
HOSPITALS 


This Department has supported in hospitals for various 
_ periods of time during the year, 85 persons. 


Boylan Memorial Hospital, 6 at cost of, $ 109.89 
House of Mercy, 37 at cost of, 1,363.50 
Hillcrest Hospital, 41 at cost of, 1,304.80 
Massachusetts Commission for Blind, 1 at cost of, 16.00 

Total number of cases, 85, at cost of, $2,794.19 


Of the amount $2,794.19 paid to hospitals in 1917, 
$1,411.01 was for persons having a legal settlement in Pitts- 
field; $1,300.90 was charged to the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts; and $82.28 was charged to other cities and towns. 


226 


CITY FARM 


The Overseers of the Poor leased the Smith Farm from 
the J. Harvey Smith estate for a term oí three years, one more 
year remains before the lease expires. The house on the farm 
is used for two families, thereby saving the paying of rent in 
the city for these families. 


There should be one or more small houses built at the 
Farm for the use of the Farm help. 


The expenses at the Farm were two thousand dollars less 
than in the previous year, but we fear that owing to the greatly 
increased cost of feed for cattle, that expenses will be greatly 
increased for this year. 
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The Board is pleased with the efficient manner in which 
the Warden and Matron, Mr. and Mrs. Cooke have conducted 
the City Farm. The inmates are mostly old, sick or infirm 
and it is the purpose of the present board to improve and 
make more comfortable these unfortunate people. 


The Overseers would call the attention of the Honorable 
City Council to the need of repairs to the Isolation Hospital 
used by the Board of Health, if it is to be continued in use. 


Appropriation for city farm, $10,500.00 
Reimbursements, | 2,197.21 
Net expenditures, $8,302.79 


The number of inmates at the City Farm January 1, 1917, 
was 65; 54 males and g females. There were admitted during 
the year 86; 9 died and 82 were discharged, leaving the num- 
ber of inmates at the Farm January 1, 1918, 60. Fifty-seven 
are between 60 and I00 years of age. 


The gross cost per week for maintenance of each person 
was $3.58. The net expense at the City Farm after deducting 
cash paid for board, was $8,302.79. The average net weekly 
cost per inmate was $2.83. 


The number of Live Stock on the farm Jan. 1, 1917, 
was as follows: 


Horses, l 5 
Cows, 16 
Hogs and pigs, | 45 
Young stock, : 24 


The Principal Products Produced and Used 
on the farm were: 


Bushels 
Oats, 470 
Parsnips, I 12 
Carrots, 125 
Potatoes, 510 
Beets, 46 
Onions, 78 


Turnips, 155 
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Pounds 

Pork, 9,000 
Veal, 560 
Beef, 2,608 
Butter, 2,208 
Quarts 

Milk, 29,785 
Tons 

Hay, 70 
Ensilage, 110 
Heads 

Cabbage, 3,250 
Barrels 

Apples, 39 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY S. THOMAS, Chairman, 
WILLARD E. CROSSETT, 
FRANK J. TRUDEAU, 

A. W. SHAW, Superintendent. 


REPORT OF CITY PHYSICIAN 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


I herewith submit my annual report as City Physician for 
the year ending December 31, 1917. 


Number of patients, 183 
Number of house calls, including hospital visits, 651 
Number of office calls, 149 
Number of police calls, 65 
Number of visits to the City Farm, 47 
Number of surgical cases, 32 
Number of obstetrical cases, | 2 
Number of Board of Health cases, 33 
Number of cases for Board of Public Works, 2 
Number of vaccinations, 115 


I wish to take this opportunity of thanking all who have 
rendered me assistance in my work. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HARRY H. BARD, 
City Physician. 


Sat Google 
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BOARD OF HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION 1917 


CHAS. J. LANGLOIS, M. D., Chairman 
JAMES A. O'NEIL 
LEROY E. SHAW 


SARA A. MeNEICE 
Clerk, Stenographer and Agent to Issue Burial Permits 


KATHARINE TURNER 
Nurse 


` MAURICE S. EISNER, M. D. 
Medical Agent 


M eo 


BERNARD M. COLLINS, V. M. D. 
Inspector of Milk, Meats, Provisions and Slaughtering 


R. ALLEN WOODRUFF, M. D. 
Bacteriologist 


E. H. HOWARD, M. D. 
Tuberculosis Dispensary 


THOMAS J. DAVIS 
Inspector of Sanitation 


REPORT 
OF THE 


BOARD OF HEALTH 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


Gentlemen: 


The Board of Health hereby submits its twenty-seventh 
annual report of the health conditions of the City of Pitts- 
field, together with the general report of the business of the 
Board for the year ending December 31, 1917. Included in 
the report is an account of the receipts and disbursements of 
the department, reports of the different Agents of the Board, 
portions of the vital statistics of the City of Pittsfield, and 
certain recommendations. 
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RECEIPTS 
Appropriations: 


Board of Health Salaries, 
Medical Inspector, Salary, 
Sanitary Inspector, Salary, 
Health Nurse, Salary, 


Inspector of Meat and Provisions, Salary, 


Inspector of Milk, Salary, 

Garbage Collection and Disposal, 
General Expense of Board of Health, 
Examiner of Cultures, 

Tuberculosis Dispensary, 
Tuberculosis Expenses, 

Quarantine Expenses, 

Clerical Assistance, 


Reimbursements from the Commonwealth 
and Cities and Towns within the 


Commonwealth, 


Fees for Licenses Issued: 


4 Livery Stable licenses, 
23 Slaughtering licenses, 
63 Meat licenses, 
162 Milk licenses, 
33 Oleomargarine licenses, 
15 Manicure and Massage licenses, 
1 Rendering license, 


Total Receipts, 


$600.00 
600.00 
1,196.00 
1,040.00 
500.00 
500.00 
6,500.00 
3,000.00 
500.00 
680.00 
3,000:00 
581.08 
180.00 


2,915.00 


$4.00 
23.00 
63.00 
81.00 
16.50 
15.00 

2.00 


$204.50 


$21,996.50 
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DISBURSEMENTS 


Salaries, 

Garbage Disposal, 

Clean-up Week, 

Culture Tubes and Media, 

Diphtheria Quarantine Expenses, 

Examination of Cultures, 

Expenses of Medical Inspector, 

Expenses of Nurse, 

Expenses (Transportation), 
Inspector Milk, Meat and Provisions, 

Expenses (Transportation), 
Sanitary Inspector, 

Expenses on account of City and other 
Public dumps, 

Horse hire, 

Ophthalmia Neonatorum, 

Office Supplies, 

Printing and Stationery, 

Scarlet Fever Quarantine Expenses, 

Tuberculosis Dispensary, : 

Tuberculosis Expenses, 

Stamps and Express, 


Paid to City Treasurer: 


Reimbursements, 
License Fees, 


Total Expenditures, 


$5,216.00 
6,500.00 
48.75 
226.10 
216.42 
628.00 
186.50 
75.98 


618.00 
213.00 


. 281.53 
450.50 
11.50 
16.55 
221.40 
88.02 
816.20 
4,995.92 
98.05 

$20,594.42 


$4,470.74 
204.50 


$25,269.66 


REPORT 
OF THE 
HEALTH NURSE 


To the Honorable Board of Health: 
Gentlemen: 


I herewith submit my third annual report. The calls 
made during the year were as follows: l 


Tuberculosis, 663 
Scarlet Fever, 260 
Diphtheria, 150 
Ophthalmia, 123 
Dispensary Patients, 173 
Disinfection, 133 
Orthopedic Cases, 35 
Infant Feeding, 3 
Miscellaneous, 27 

Total Calls, 1567 
Tuberculosis Clinics, 104 


I attended two conferences of dispensary nurses arranged 
by the State Health Department—one in Boston, and one in 
Springfield; and a conference of the National Anti-Tuber- 
culosis Association in Rutland in October. 

I am grateful to your Board, to the Physicians, the Poor 
Department, School Department, and the Associated Charities, 
for splendid co-operation and help during the past year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


KATHARINE TURNER, 
Health Nursc. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF MEAT, MILK AND PROVISIONS 


To the Honorable Board of Health: 
Gentlemen : 


Herein is submitted my report for the year 1917. 


Inspected Under Slaughter: 


600 head of cattle. 
1140 hogs. 
421 calves. 


Condemned: 


7 head of cattle. 

1 calf. 

650 pounds of beef. 
3 turkeys. 

40 pounds of lamb. 


Inspected 225 dairies and inspected all milk rooms on numer- 
ous occasions, amounting to 220 inspections. 


Answered 125 complaints of numerous kinds. 


Examined 400 samples of milk and cream, and 26 ice cream. 


Respectfully submitted, 
BERNARD M. COLLINS, V.M.D. 


REPORT 


1. My report for the year 1917 is as follows: 


I am following the original system, and satisfied that the work 
is well done. 


CALLS 


2. The calls are about 40 per cent less in number this year, 
and I find upon investigation that there are about 75 per cent of 
them unnecessary. This is caused by the householders' careless- 
ness or neglect to have their garbage pail in a secluded place, or 
by having doors locked so the men cannot get it on their regular ` 
trip, or putting it under the eaves, where water gets in and freezes 
it so it is impossible to get it. 


It has been a very severe winter and the snow has been very 
deep, making the work difficult and expensive. 


COLLECTIONS 


3. The number of sub-collectors with permits are decreasing. 
although there are a number of persons who. still get garbage 
spasmodically and are a nuisance to the system. 


BUILDINGS AND DWELLINGS 


4. Ihave finished the house and graded around the cellar, put 
hardwood floors in the rooms, which cost me $200. This brings the 
total spent on buildings, etc., to date, $2,765. 


I did not get the new chicken house built before winter set in, 
but will start it as soon as the weather permits. 
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REFUSE FOR BURIAL 
5. Have had for burial the following: 


Horses, 33. 

Dogs, 346. 
Carcases of beef, 2. 
Cats, 211. 


Have had about the usual amount of refuse, and several lots 
of infected household goods to burn. 


COLLECTIONS CONTINUED 


6. On account of the high prices paid for labor in the manu- 
facturing concerns, it has been very difficult to get and keep good 
men. Also, on account of the high cost of horse feed and wagon 
repairs, the cost of collecting and carting; It is costing nearly 100 
per cent more than it did when I took the contract. 


EQUIPMENT 


7. I am adding to the equipment anything that I think will 
better the service. 

I find that the wagons that I designed are proving very satis- 
factory. 

I shall have them repainted and may get another one this 
summer, if the garbage gets back to its normal quantity. 


CITY DEPOSITORY 


8. The farm land is being top-dressed and worked wherever 
available, and shows marked improvement. I am cleaning the 
pasture land of brush and weeds, and plowing some, where I can. 
I will rebuild all outside or line fences this spring, as the posts are 
about all decayed and the heavy snow has them nearly all down. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
9. My recommendations to the Board are the same as last 
year. Trusting that you will find the report satisfactory, and show- 
ing progress, I will be pleased to receive any suggestions from you, 
which will have my earnest attention. 


Respectfully submitted, 
| JOSEPH W. KIRCHNER. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF SANITATION 


To the Honorable Board of Health: 
Gentlemen: 


As Inspector, I herewith submit my report for the year 
I9I7. 


The complaints received at this office on sanitary condi- 
tions were 1836, and the complaints on garbage from this 
office alone were 691, many of which were justified. 


LICENSES ISSUED 


Peddlers' Ice Cream licenses approved, š 
Slaughtering licenses approved, 23 
Baker licenses approved, 41 
Livery Stable licenses approved, 4 
Meat Market licenses approved, 63 
Oleomargarine licenses approved, 33 
Manicure and Massage licenses approved, 15 
Rendering Plant license approved, 1 
Permit for Second Store, 1 
Undertaker Permits, 9 
Milk licenses to Stores and Peddlers, 162 
Truck licenses approved, 47 
Dairies inspected, 20 
Retail Ice Cream inspected, 112 


Wholesale Ice Cream inspected, 16 
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SEWER EXTENSIONS AND CONNECTIONS 


There have been 10 sewer extensions, and 26 sewer con- 
nections. There have been eliminated 34 cess pools. Exten- 
sions were made through the following streets: 


Bryan Street. 
Crofut Street. 
Dexter Street. 
Dickinson Avenue. 
Lower Elm Street. 
Fairfield Street. 
Harding Street. 
Longview Street. 
Terrace Avenue. 
Superior Street. 


DEAD ANIMALS 


There have been taken to and deposited at the City Dump 
a total of 97 dead horses, of which 33 were deposited by 
Joseph Kirchner, and 64 by W. B. Barton, of Dalton. There 
was also deposited 1 calf, 346 dogs, and also 211 cats. 


Made 162 inspections on slaughtering, issued 59 pig per- 
mits, and rejected 7. Issued 18 ash permits, and revoked 2, 
also issued 3 cow permits. Erected 63 signs in different places 
around the city, on account of dumping conditions. 


As a result of numerous complaints, water had to be sup- 
plied by watering carts to Broadview Terrace and Broadway, 
owing to low pressure during the summer months. There 
were II samples of water taken again from different wells in 
Plumb Street section, and analyzed by the State Department 
of Health, and all found to be polluted. Hence the recom- 
mendation of city water being placed in Holmes Road and 
Plumb Street section. There have also been samples of water 
from both branches of the Housatonic River, in three differ- 
ent places of each branch, taken every month during the sum- 
mer, and sent to the State Department of Health. 
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I recommend that the city or contractor, purchase a new 
excavating pump or outfit for doing its excavating. I also 
recommend that Mr. Kirchner install a telephone at his barn 
on Turner Avenue, for the purpose of handling emergency 
calls, and that the Clean-up Week Campaign be continued. 


Respectfully submitted, 


THOMAS J. DAVIS, 


Samitary Inspector. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


MEDICAL AGENT 


To the Honorable Board of Health: 
Gentlemen : 


I hereby submit my report as your agent for the year 
1917. 

The following contagious diseases have been reported and 
the table below shows the number of each according to the 
different months of the year. 
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Varicella, 5 4 2 6 1 .. 10 9 9 46 65 
Diphtheria, 8 3 2 8 10 1 2 10 2 4 2 42 53 
Scarlet Fever, 5 1 9 14 4 4 7 8 10 14 24 100 39 
Measles, 1 1 3 67 209 172 36 5 — eh 2 5 14 513 16 
Typhoid Fev. .. .. .. 1 T... 4 1 1 3 1 8 10 
Whoop.Cough, .. 3 11 9 6 5 6 14 6 2 6 9 TT 48 
Pul. Tuber., 10 7 8 6 12 14 10 18 2 4 7 101 81 
Tub. Mening., RES 2 
Tub. Glands, 1 1 1 6 1 8 1 14 2 
Tub. Perit., I vr, Oe ai E RW" mem def i Dé 2 
Oph. Neon't'm, 1 fo o Www. Ge 1 3 1 3 1 Jl 18 
Sup. Conj., 1 1- ug Xs LE dee e 1 4 1 
Ger. Measles, .. .. .. 10 22 36 7 1 8 11 95 4 
Mumps, we. ae 1 4 3 3 1 2 4 3 21 22 
Spin Mening., .. .. 2 1 4 6 8 d xe Wu New ake 17 2 
'l'etanas, dU SZ ar da ek. Bin xn ced? du d? we. E 3 
Dog Bite, we cA d dde. dw de Aue eX A vx 1 
Lob. Pneu. .. da .. xe “eee e. ox 99 3 2 D sx 10 
Malaria, Vul LA A Oe dixo aes due. vx XA dL. J£ 1 

Totals, 28 21 35 116 277 244 72 51 31 44 63 82 1064 427 
Total number of deaths from all causes, exclusive of still births, 650 


Total number of deaths from still-births, 33 
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DEATHS BY AGES 
(Still-births Excluded) 


Under 1 day Total Females Males 
1-2 days, 18 6 12 
2-3 days, 11 4 7 
3 days-1 week, 8 4 4 
1-2 weeks, 8 2 6 
2-3 weeks, 9 2 7 
3 weeks-1 month, 5 e 4 
1-2 months, 13 7 6 
2-3 months, 7 3 4 
3-6 months, 12 3 9 
6-9 months, 19 9 10 
9-12 months, 10 5 5 
1 year, 21 10 11 
2 years, 14 4 10 
3 years, 6 4 2 
4 years, . 4 1 3 
5-9 years, 7 4 3 
10-14 years, 7 5 2 
15-19 years, 11 2 9 
20-24 years, 24 12 12 
25-29 years, . 30 13 17 
30-34 years, 28 12 16 
35-39 years, 22 11 11 
40-44 years, 27 10 - 17 
45-49 years, 31 14 17 
50-54 years, 30 14 16 
55-59 years, 32 14 18 
60-64 years, 49 28 21 
65-69 years, 45 24 21 
70-74 years, 33 15 18 
75-79 years, 45 23 22 
80-84 years, 27 15 12 
85-89 years, 20 8 12 
90-94 years, 8 3 5 
95-99 years, 2 1 1 
100 years, 
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BABY MORTALITY 
(Under 1 Year) 


Causes of Death | , No. of Deaths 
Premature Birth, 25 
Inanition, : 


Gastro Interitis, 
Paralysis of Heart, 
Broncho Pneumonia, 
Convulsions, 
Meningitis, 

Trismus, 

Malnutrition, 

Cholera Infantum, 
Congenital Syphilis, 
Infectious Diarrhoea, 
Icterus Neonatorum, 
Cerebral Meningitis, 
Foetus, 

Lobar Pneumonia, 
Entero Colitis, 
Erysipelas, 

General Sepsis, 
Haemorrhage, 
Protracted Labor, 
Hemophalia, 

Acute Intestinal Obstruction, 
Cerebro Spinal Fever, 
Purpura Haemorrhagia, 
Diphtheria, 

Measles, 

Injuries at Birth, 
Patent Foramen Ovale, 
Whooping Cough, 
Microbian Enteritis, 
Breech Presentation, 
Croupous Pneumonia, 
Acute T. B. Meningitis, 
Colitis, 
Gastrocuteritus, 
Asphyxia, 

Infantil Atrophy, 
Congenital Heart, 
Strangulated Hernia, 


Total deaths (exclusive of still-births), 126 
A ee eed 
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REPORT OF PHYSICIAN 
TUBERCULOSIS DISPENSARY 


To the Honorable Board of Health: 
Gentlemen: 


The following is the report of the Tuberculosis Dispen- 
sary for the year 1917: 


New patients examined, 42 
Consultations, 137 
Von Pirquet Tests, 7 


Fifteen patients were sent to State Sanatoria and Tuber- 
culosis Hospitals. 


Respectfully submitted, 


E. H. HOWARD, M. D. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


BACTERIOLOGIST 


To the Honorable Board of Health: 
Gentlemen : 


During the year 1917, I examined 540 cultures, 68 of 
which were positive. 


Respectfully submitted, 


R. A. WOODRUFF, M. D. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


AGENT TO ISSUE BURIAL PERMITS 


To the Honorable Board of Health: 
Gentlemen : 


The following is the report of the Agent to Issue Burial 
permits for the year 1917: 


Number of Burial Permits issued for deaths | 
occuring in Pittsfield, 683 

Number of Burial Permits issued for all 
transportations where death occurred 
outside of Pittsfield, 101 


Total, 184 
Respectfully submitted, 


SARA A. McNEICE, 


Agent to Issue Burial Permits. 


REPORT OF INSPECTOR OF ANIMALS 


Pittsheld, Mass., January 29, 1918. 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


I respectfully submit my report as Animal Inspector for 
the year ending December 31, 1917. 


Number of horses examined, coming into the City, 58 
Number of cows examined, coming into city, outside State, 36 
Number of. cattle quarantined for tuberculosis, 7 
Number of cattle examined, annual inspection, 938 
Number of sheep examined, annual inspection, f 40 
Number ot swine examined, annual inspection, 806 


Respectíully submitted, 
M. J. CONE, 


Animal Inspector. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


TAX COLLECTOR 


Pittsfield, Mass., January 31, 1918. 


To His Honor the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


I submit herewith the twenty-seventh annual report of 
the office of the Tax Collector for the year ending December 


31, 1917. 


TAX OF 1913 
Outstanding Collected, $1,896.35 
January 1, 1917, $1,984.10 Abated, 262.91 
Interest, 275.16 
$2,259.26 $2,259.28 


STREET SPRINKLING, 1913 


Outstanding 
January 1, 1917, $39.57 Collected, $39.57 
APPORTIONED SEWER, 1913 
Outstanding 


January 1, 1917, $15.97 Collected, | $15.97 
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TAX OF 1914 
Outstanding Collected, 
January 1, 1917, $13,110.40 Abated, 

Interest, 2,138.58 Outstanding 
Costs, 2.28 January 1, 1918, 
$15,251.26 

STREET SPRINKLING, 1914 
Outstanding 


January 1, 1917, $183.72 Collected, 


APPORTIONED SEWER, 1914 


Outstanding Jan. 1, 1917: Collected, 
Assessment, $17.77 
Committed interest, 5.90 
$23.67 
TAX OF 1915 
Outstanding Collected, 
January 1, 1917, $86,822.49 Abated, 
Interest, 6,887.36 Outstanding 
Costs, 84.59 Jan. 1, 1918, 
$93,794.44 
STREET SPRINKLING, 1915 
Outstanding | Collected, 
January 1, 1917, $1,411.17 Abated, 
Outstanding 
January 1, 1918, 
$1,411.17 


$14,538.69 
593.77 


118.80 


$15,251.26 


$183.72 


$23.67 


$23.67 


$79,384.14 
926.66 


13,483.64 


$93,794.44 


$1,290.64 
17.00 


103.53 


$1,411.17 
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APPORTIONED SEWER, 1915 


Outstanding Jan. 1, 1917: Collected: 
Assessment, $211.33 Assessment, $209.14 
Committed interest, 46.53 Committed interest, 44.77 
Outstanding Jan. 1, 1918: 
Assessment, 8.19 
Committed interest, 1.76 
$263.86 $263.86 
TAX OF 1916 

Outstanding Collected, ` $129,324.69 
January 1, 1917, $203,717.66 Abated, 2,403.53 

Interest, f 4,521.95 Outstanding 
Costs, 7.77 January 1, 1918, 76,519.16 
$208,247.38 $208,247.38 


STREET SPRINKLING, 1916 


Outstanding Collected, $2,049.96 

January 1, 1917, $3,263.93 Abated, 5.31 
Outstanding 

January 1, 1918, 1,208.66 

$3,263.93 $3,263.93 


APPORTIONED SEWER, 1916 


Outstanding Jan. 1, 1917: Collected: 
Assessment, $447.97 Assessment, $382.05 
Committed interest, 101.19 Committed interest, 83.19 
Outstanding Jan. 1, 1918: 
Assessment, 65.92 
Committed interest, 18.00 


$549.16 $549.16 
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TAX OF 1917 
Warrants, $888,104.95 Collected, $710,148.73 
Interest, : 124.78 Abated, 940.70 
` Outstanding 


January 1, 1918, 177,140.30 


$888,229.73 $888,229.73 


STREET SPRINKLING, 1917 


Warrant, E $18,286.33 Collected, $14,275.90 
Abated, 115.29 
Outstanding 
January 1, 1918, 3,895.14 
$18,286.33 $18,286.33 


APPORTIONED SEWER, 1917 


Warrant: Collected: 
Assessment, $804.35 Assessment, $491.40 
Committed interest, 259.19 Committed interest, 157.05 
Abated: 
Assessment, 7.47 
Conrmitted interest, 1.97 
Outstanding Jan. 1, 1918: 
Assessment, 305.48 


Committed interest, 100.17 


$1,063.54 $1,063.54 


EXCISE TAX, 1917 


Warrant, $5,960.23 Collected, $5,960.23 
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SCHEDULED WATER 


Outstanding | 
January 1, 1917, $2,230.72 
Added to prior warrants, 328.94 


Collected, 
Abated, 
Discount, 
Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1918, 


METERED WATER 


May Commitment, 45,227.99 
Added to May 

Commitment, 2,605.75 
Nov. Commitment, 44,341.67 
Added to November 

Commitment, 171.83 

$94,906.90 

Outstanding 

January 1, 1917, $227.89 
January Warrant, 20,792.61 
Added to Jan. Warrant, 52.35 
April Warrant, 22,990.98 
Added to April Warrant, 11.54 
July Warrant, 19,970.04 


Added to July Warrant, 8.30 
October Warrant, 15,541.20 


$79,594.91 


Collected, 

Discount, 

Abated, 

Outstanding 
January 1, 1918, 


WATER EXTENSION GUARANTEE 


Outstanding 
January 1, 1917, $3,367.20 
Warrant, 1,195.93 


$4,563.13 


Collected, 

Abated, 

Outstanding 
January 1, 1918, 


$74,355.30 
2,285.76 
16,914.90 


1,350.94 


$94,906.90 


$63,196.48 
15,618.59 
778.84 


1.00 


$79,594.91 


$1,477.01 
248.36 


2,837.76 


$4,563.13 
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HIGHWAYS 
Outstanding Collected, $1,102.84 
January 1, 2917, $469.40 Abated, 173.72 
Warrant, 928.29 Outstanding 
January 1, 1918, 121.13 
$1,397.69 $1,397.69 
HAYES PLACE DRAIN 
Outstanding Collected, $130.00 
January 1, 1917, $150.00 Outstanding 
January 1, 1918, 20.00 
$150.00 $150.00 
TAX CERTIFICATE 
Number issued two, $2.00 Collected, 2.00 
REDEMPTION FEES 
Collected, $1.00 Paid Treasurer, 1.00 
UNAPPORTIONED SIDEWALK ASSESSMENTS 
Outstanding Collected, $9,738.23 
January 1, 1917, $797.54 Outstanding 
Warrant, 10,088.66 January 1, 1918, 1,211.71 
Interest, 63.74 
$10,949.94 $10,949.94 
UNAPPORTIONED SEWER ASSESSMENTS 
Outstanding Collected, | $5,367.25 
January 1, 1917, $2,839.67 Apportioned, 281.02 
Adjustments, 48.09 Abated, 80.10 
Warrant, 4,915.73 Outstanding 
Added to warrant, 1,396.74 January 1, 1918, 2,943.38 
Interest, 71.52 
$8,671.75 $8,671.75 
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- WATER CONNECTIONS 
Warrants, $4,806.42 Collected, $4,806.42 


SEWER CONNECTIONS 
Warrants, $2,705.23 Collected, $2,705.23 


APPORTIONED SEWER PAID IN FULL 


Cash on hand, Paid Treasurer, $245.09 

January 1, 1917, $11.25 
Collected, 233.84 ee 
—— $245.09 


$245.09 
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In my report for the year I9I6, I made the following 
recommendations: 


“Under date of Nov. 15, 1916, I recommended to the City 
Council a change in the ordinances governing the collection 
of water rates so far as the question of discounts is concerned. 
In that letter, I stated it was my conviction that a penalty, 
( which, in effect, is what the discount amounts to,) of approx- 
imately one half the sum now collected would bring in the 
payments nearly, if not quite, as well as at present, and would 
be much fairer to those who for one reason or another are 
unable to pay the rates during the short period allowed. I 
would again recommend such changes in the ordinances as 
shall correct, what I believe to be an injustice to many citizens 
of Pittsfield.” 


"[ would further recommend that the system of charging 
water rates to tenants be abandoned and that all rates be 
charged directly to owners. Rates are now charged to 
owners in nearly all the Cities in the Commonwealth and the 
universal testimony is to the effect that this method is much 
more satisfactory than the system of double charges, such 
as is used in this City." | 


"I would also recommend that the matter of water ex- 
tension guarantees be made the subject of careful investiga- 
tion early this year before more extentions are built. Under 
the present bonds, or agreements, the obligation is a personal 
one, does not follow the title to property, and is altogether 
unsatisfactory. If the water extensions are to be constructed 
under a guarantee bond or agreement, the conditions of the 
bond should be made much more stringent than at present. 
In a number of instances bonds have been circulated more or 
less in the interest of land promoters who have disregarded 
their obligations as soon as the object of the bond has been 
attained." 
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I would espectfully renew these recommendations, partic- 
ularly the one relating to water discounts. The present rate 
of discount, when not taken advantage of, amounts to a penalty 
of approximately one-fourth of the net bill. In the unsettled 
conditions that now exist, this so frequently constitutes a 
hardship that I feel justified in earnestly urging such correct- 
ive measures as your Honorable Body shall deem wise. 


Respectfully submitted, 
CLIFFORD H. DIXON, 


Collector of Taxes. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


CITY SOLICITOR 


Pittsfield, Mass., February 1, 1918. 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


In accordance with the requirements of the city ordin- 
ance, I have the honor to submit herewith the following report 
of the Legal Department of the city for the municipal year 
ending with the First Monday of February, 1918. 


Pending Litigation 


The following is a list of cases now pending in the Su- 
preme Judicial Court: 


Secundo Amerio vs. City of Pittsfield, 
(petition for writ of Certiorari). 

= Secundo Amerio vs. City of Pittsfield, 

(petition for writ of Mandamus). 


The foregoing matters arose out of the Silver Lake Boule- 
vard at its junction with East Street. The land owned by 
Amerio has since been acquired by the General Electric Com- 
pany, and some formal disposition of this litigation will proba- 
bly be made. 
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The following is a list of cases now pending: 
BERKSHIRE SUPERIOR COURT 


No. 2363. Mary J. McMahon vs. City of Pittsfield. 

No. 3261. Mary E. O’Connor et al vs. City of Pittsfield. 
No. 3798. Minnie E. Miller vs. City of Pittsfield. 

No. 3825. J. Edward Murphy vs. City of Pittsfield. 

No. 3869. Maurice P. Fitzgerald vs. City of Pittsfield. 
No. 3907. Augusta E. Warner vs. City of Pittsfield. 
No. 3922. Elizabeth Murphy vs. City of Pittsfield. 


The foregoing case of Augusta E. Warner vs. the City of 
Pittsfield, which is brought for damages by the construction 
of the new sidewalk on King Street was tried in the Superior 
Court last April and a verdict ordered for the city on legal 
points. Since then a new petition has been brought and the 
whole matter reported to the Supreme Judicial Court. 


HAMPDEN SUPERIOR COURT 
No. 13446. William H. Brooks vs. City of Pittsfield. 


MIDDLESEX SUPERIOR COURT 
No. 20511. Edward A. Dorr vs. City of Pittsfield. 


The following is now pending in the District Court 
of Central Berkshire. 
Roscoe E. Pearl, by Guardian, vs. City of Pittsfield. 


Finished Litigation 


The following is a list of litigated cases completed during 
the year: 


DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
James O. Winston et al vs. City of Pittsfield. 


SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 


Agricultural National Bank vs. Theodore L. Pomeroy, et al. 
Charles Secor et al vs. Chief of Fire Department (Mandamus to 
require licenses to sell fireworks. Dismissed). 
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BERKSHIRE SUPERIOR COURT - 

No. 2753. Stevens vs. City of Pittsfield. 

No. 2748. Harry Payne Whitney, Tr., vs. City of Pittsfield. 

No. 2751. Oliver S. Hutchinson vs. City of Pittsfield. 

No. 2754. Smith Paper Co. vs. City of Pittsfield. 

No.. 2755. Eaton-Dikeman Co. vs. City of Pittsfield. 

No. 2796. Oliver S. Hutchinson vs. City of Pittsfield. 

No. 3069. American Writing Paper Co. vs. City of Pittsfield. 

After litigation in the State Court the Winston case was 
compromised in the United States District Court. The other 
completed cases above listed arose out of the taking of water 
privileges for the Farnham Reservoir. Their preparation was 
conducted by the special counsel under the wise direction of 
the special water committee, with local assistance from city 
solicitors. The cases have been settled, leaving the Brooks 
case, hereinbefore listed, the only water supply litigation now 
remaining. 

BERKSHIRE SUPERIOR COURT (Continued) 

No. 3863. Carlos Dezzani vs. City of Pittsfield. 

This case was tried at the October sitting of the Superior 
Court and damages of $1,131.69 were awarded the plaintiff for 
land taken for the Silver Lake Boulevard. Exceptions are 
now pending. The city has an agreement from the General 
Electric Company indemnifying the city against damages. It 
would seem that the future of this boulevard should be care- 
fully considered and determined in accordance with what 
seems the best interest of the city. I recommend that the City 
Council refer the matter of Silver Lake Boulevard to some 
board or committee to report and recommend a course of 
action. 


No. 3771. Edward L. Shaw vs. City of Pittsfield. 

No. 3585. Erasimo Carnevale vs. City of Pittsfield. 

No. 3524. Petition Aldermen for alteration of crossing at 
B. & A. Bridge No. 179, on Parker Ave. (Award 
confirmed). 

Theodore L. Pomeroy vs. City of Pittsfield. (Peti- 
| tion for award of damages for taking land). 

No. 3659. City of Pittsfield vs. Pittsfield National Bank et al. 
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Land Acquired. 


During the year the city has acquired land by the following 
deeds, recorded in the Pittsfield registry: 

James J. Keegan and Julia Keegan, B. 385, P. 391, and Peter 
P. Curtin, B. 385, P. 391. 

Release from Melaine M. Marcel, B. 50, P. 9. 

These relate to the triangular park at the corner of Peck's 
Road and Wahconah Street. 

James L. Bacon et al, B. 384, P. 5*5. 

Granting an easement for a surface drain in land te- 
tween Parker and Plunkett Streets. 

Sarah M. Congdon, B. 385, P. 564. 

Conveying land on the water shed of the city. 

J. W. Wilbur Co., Inc., B. 384, P. 611, Jacob W. Wilbur, B. 384, 
P. 612, May E. Mickle, B. 384, P. 613, Moses F. Marcoux, B. 385, 
P. 634, Anna E. Sullivan, B. 384, P. 629, C. W. Minahan, B. 384, P. 630. 

These convey land covered by the Lebanon Avenue 
straightening. 


And the following deeds recorded at the Adams BERISI ; 
Gilbert West, B. 319, P. 564. 
Conveying a wood lot in Hancock to the city, and 
Harriet E. Wood, B. 319, P. 565. 
Conveying land in Lanesborough containing gravel and 
slag deposits for road building material. 


Special Acts of Legislature 


Chapter 275 of the Acts of 1917, authorizes the city to 
extend its water main into Lanesborough, upon acceptance of 
the act by the City Council. This bill was passed by the legis- 
lature upon the request of residents in the Pontoosuc district 
and it was not, under the existing conditions, approved by the 
City Council. 

Chapter 217 of the Acts of 1917 authorizes the city to 
pension Asher Starkweather, upon acceptance by the City 
Council, which was granted. 

Chapter 284 of the Acts of 1917 was enacted as drafted 
by this department and authorized the city to acquire a rifle 
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range in Lanesborough with the consent of the Selectmen. 
The act was urged and passed at a time when a special exi- 
gency for a rifle range existed. 


Claims 


A number of claims against the city have been presented 
to the City Council and referred to the Joint Standing Com- 
mittee on Claims for consideration. Numerous other claims, 
fled during the current year, which were referred to the 
Committee on Claims during the past municipal year were 
considered and given leave to withdraw. 


The following claims have been paid: 
Thomas L. Suttle and W. J. Mercer. 


Some years ago it was my pleasure as City Clerk to 
collate the many provisions outlining the duties of that office 
in an explanatory index in part handed down by predecessors. 
This index has grown with the years, and I plan a similar guide 
to the city solicitors’ opinions, which are of especial value in 
instances where research contributes to them. 

I am indebted to our chief executive officer and the other 
departments for considerate courtesy throughout the year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN BARKER, 
City Solicitor. 


BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
Organization for 1917 


EUGENE H. ROBBINS, Chairman 
EDWARD J. SPALL 
GEORGE W. FAULKNER 


Clerk 
LOUIS B. CUMMINGS 


Engineer 


ARTHUR B. FARNHAM 


Water Inspector 
JOHN J. O'CONNELL 


Water Inspector 


MICHAEL L. FOLEY 


Foreman of Streets 


WILLIAM J. MAHON 


Foreman Water Department 


FRED J. WISE 


Foreman of Sewers 


GEORGE W. MAcGREGOR 


Office Assistant 
ELIZABETH E. QUINN 


PITTSFIELD 
Berkshire County, Massachusetts 


Population, 39,607. 

Valuation, $40,608,435. 

Rate of taxation, $21.00 per thousand. | 

Area, 42.43 square miles. 

Elevation, 1037 feet above sea level at Athenaeum steps. 
Miles of Streets, 104. 

Macadamized streets, about 2% miles. 

State road macadamized, 11 miles. 


Gravel streets and roads, 55 miles. 
Number of bridges, 56. 


Number of bridges maintained by railroad companies, 4. 


Number of bridges maintained by Massachusetts 
Highway Commission, 2. 


Concrete sidewalks, 49.82 miles. 
Gravel sidewalks, 24.68 miles. 
Flag sidewalks 1,450 feet. 


Curbing, 15.34 miles. 
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Number of crosswalks, 665. 
House sewer system, 59.97 miles. 
Combined house and surface water system, % mile. 
Cost new sewer system, $969,183.61. 
Manholes on new sewer system, 1,942. 


Outlets to new sewer system, two to Housatonic 
River (emergency. ) 


Surface water sewers, 16.12 miles. 

Catch-basins, 796. 

Hydrants, 590. 

Water mains, III.4 miles (revised) 

Connections to new sewer system, 4,621. 

Estimated value oí water works, $2,450,289.60. 

Streets paved, asphalt, bitulithic, wood and brick, 3.87 miles. 


Main water valves, 1,112. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 


Pittsheld, Mass., January, 1918. 
To His Honor, the Mayor and the Honorable City Council :- 


Agreeable to the provisions of the City Charter the Board 
presents herewith its report for the year 1917. 


Mr. Patrick J. Flynn completed the term of office for 
which he was elected in February, and was succeeded by George 
W. Faulkner, The personnel of the Board for the year being 
Eugene H. Robbins, Edward J. Spall and George W. Faulkner. 


Two employees of the Board have joined the colors, 
Henry T. Strong of the Engineering Department enlisting in 
the U. S. Engineers Corps as a Ist. Lieutenant, and stationed 
at Camp Upton, L. L, and John J. O'Connell, former Water 
Inspector, who enlisted in F. Company of the 2nd. Mass. Reg- 
iment, which is now a part of the ro4th. U. S. Infantry, 
located “SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE". 


On account of various contributory reasons, the year past 
has been about the leanest in expenditures, for quite a long 
period. The Mayor early in the year urged retrenchtment in 
every department all along the line, and the advanced cost 
of materials, and the high price of labor, reduced to a great 
extent the amount of work the Board could do with relatively 
the same appropriations, in normal times. 

No enterprise of large magnitude was undertaken with 
the exception of paving of Melville Street. This street so 
largely used, and which on account of the traffic, soil and 
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location, used to be in bad condition even after a heavy rain, 
has been transformed into a handsome thoroughfare. 


The repairs to Wahconah Street pavement, which we 
` reported in our last report as necessary, and which had not 
been undertaken at that time, have been completed. The work 
was done by the city by contract, and the Board is now in ` 
communication with the bonding company, upon whom the 
cost is incumbent, for settlement of the cost of making repairs. 
It is hoped an amicable agreement can be reached,which will be 
satisfactory both to the City and the Company, and the prob- 
ability of costly litigation avoided. 


The policy of the Board advocated in its last report for 
motorizing its various departments, has been carried out. The 
departure has added greatly in increased efficiency, and has 
aided extensively in offsetting the increased cost of labor. Cars 
have been provided for the use of the foreman of Sewers and 
Foreman of the Street Cleaning Department, and a one ton 
Ford Truck has been purchased for the Water Department. 
The Board also bought a 3 ton Kissel truck for the Highway 
Department. Street sprinkling becomes more of a problem 
each year on account of the cost of labor and the difficulty 
of securing teams to do the work, and the Board is seriously 
considering the addition of a motor water sprinkler to its 
equipment. 


The demands made upon the sewer and water depart- 
ments have greatly decreased over former: years. There has 
been very little building during the year and but few extensions, 
comparatively, have been made. The outlook for new 
buildings for the ensuing year is not particularly bright, owing 
to the high cost of everything that enters into the construction, 
and with the exception of laying a section of 18 inch pipe to 
replace a r2 inch line on the main from Farnham Dam, no 
large extensions are contemplated. 

The Board deems it advisable to add at least one piece 
of labor saving apparatus to its equipment each year. Follow- 
ing out this policy it has during the past year purchased a 
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wagon loader, which has been used at the city gravel bed with 
gratifying results, and also at the new yard on West Housatonic 
street in loading coal. This year two sand spreaders for 
use in the sprinkling of streets could be used to very decided 
advantage. 


We are pleased to report that our water supply has 
carried us along plentifully, despite the fact that the rainfall 
for the year was considerably below normal. The use of 
water is greatly in excess of any needful requirements and 
the most efficient preventive measure should be employed 
to curtail it. 


There is another phase of the water question which is 
giving us concern, and which the Board now has under con- 
sideration, and that is the financial return from the sale of 
water. The income should be sufficient to maintain the works, 
and to pay debt, interest and extension charges. The best 
method to obtain this income is being studied. To abolish 
the discount on water rates, revise the rate upward, establish 
a service charge, or some other methods, are problems which 
must all be thoughtfully worked out. The loss of revenue 
by reason of the installation of a pumping plant and reservoir 
by the General Electric Company, and the discontinuance 
to a great extent of the use of city water thereafter, amounts 
to some $25,000 per year. This causes of course a very decided 
loss to our annual income. 


The City has acquired during the year the Sadie M. 
Congdon land on Mill Brook for which the sum of $1,000 
was paid, and which eliminates the last possible source of 
pollution on the brook. The Board also recommended to the 
city council the purchase of the Madigan and Eichelser proper- 
ties so-called, on Ashley Brook, and as the price asked for the 
land did not seem exorbitant, the recommendation is herewith 
again renewed. 


The Board reiterates its opinion of last year regarding 
a rental charge for hydrant service. If it is not deemed 
expedient to make an appropriation for this purpose, the 


276 


books of the Auditor should at least show a credit of what 
such a charge would be, in order to properly show what the 
department is earning. 


The Board records with regret the death of Fred J. Wise 
who had been Superintendent of Water Pipe Distribution 
System, for a number of years, and who died at Boylan 
Memorial Hospital on August 24th., after a three days illness. 
Mr. Wise had been a virile, energetic and practical man in 
the department, was of a cheery disposition, and his loss was 
distinctly felt. The Board placed Charles W. Biladeau, who 
had been in the department for a number of years, temporarily 
in charge of the work, and on January Ist. of the current 
year made the appointment permanent. 

Water connections have been made to the main lines to 
the number of 68 for the year. This is very low and reflects 
conditions in the building line. This makes a total of 6,115 
service connections to the water pipe distribution system. 


Finances 


A statement of the finances of the Water Department 
for the past year is given below. Only total expenditures 
are shown, more information being available if desired from 
the books of the Auditor, Tax Collector and Treasurer. The 
receipts are somewhat in excess of last year's on account no 
doubt of the few vacancies which exist at the present time. 


Receipts 


For water rates, meter and schedule, $137,551 78 


From budget appropriation (Water Works 
Maintenance) 19,350 00 


$156,901 78 


277 


Expenditures 
For extension of mains $31,539 26 
For maintenance of works I9,144 98 
For interest on debt 58,173 50 
For payment on debt 67,200 oo 
For litigation Farnham Dam Account 149,942 07 


- $325,819 81 


The following bills approved by the Committee on Water 
Supply show the details on account of litigation in connection 
with Farnham Dam. 

J. O. Winston & Co., settlement on Dam Contract $64,250 oo 


Arthur D. Hill, auditor Winston case 843 32 
A. B. Farnham, engineering & witness expenses 204 88 
R. W. Mawney, engineering 69 00 
Louis B. Cummings, witness expenses 25 00 
Hiram A. Miller, engineering and witness fees 3,011 41 
F. H. Printiss, title searching and witness fees 3,829 29 
Marshall S. Wellington, witness fees 25 00 
Charles H. Main, expert witness 787 85 
Mary A. Bristol, stenographic reports | 262 50 
Richard Jones, court stenographer, % fees 945 60 
Charles H. Smith, witness fees and expenses 2,000 OO 
Cande & Myers, award Hutchinson case 15,661 87 
J. M. Witham, witness fees and expenses 74 20 


Hibbard & Hibbard, award Smith Paper Co., American 
Writing Paper Co., & Eaton, Dikeman Co., 16,450 oo 
Noxon & Eisner, award Whitney Estate, 


land damage. etc., 31,852 OO 
Whipple, Sears & Odgen, attorneys fees 7,772 81 
Harry W. Sheldon, referee Winston Case 1,125 OO 


F. W. Dean, expert witness fees and expenses 462 25 


$149,942 07 
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Water Works Statistics 


Population, State census 1915, 39,607. 


Water Works built by Fire District, 1855. 
Sources of supply, Ashley Lake, Ashley Brook, Sackett Brook, 


Hathaway Brook, Mill Brook, Roaring Brook, and an emer- 
gency pumping station at Onota Lake. 


Maximum capacity of reservoirs, 1,006,000,000 gallons 
Distribution by gravity. 

Cost of maintaining works, $19,144.98. 

Extension of water mains, $31,539.26. 

Interest on water debt, $58,173.50. 

Payment on water debt, $67,200.00. 

Estimated population supplied with water, 37,500. 
Length of all mains, 111.4 miles. 

Sizes from 3 to 24 inch. 

Kind of pipe, cast iron. 

Number of hydrants, 590. 

Service pipes, cast iron, wrought iron, galvanized and lead. 
Number of water meters, 626. 

Number of elevators, 20. 


Costs and Receipts 


The table below shows the receipts from water rates, 
metered and schedule, and the expenses and expenditures for 
construction, interest and other expenses, as accurately as 
they can be gathered from the reports of the Fire District 
and City, up to and including the year 1917. The item for 
construction covers the amount expended for the extension 
of water mains, and the account for “Construction and 
other expenses" the amount expended for the construction 
of mains and the maintenance of the works. This account 
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also includes this year the amount expended for litigation in 
connection with the settlement of the cases of Winston & 
Company for the construction of Farnham Dam, and also 
the expense incurred in litigation with the Whitney Estate, 


Oliver S. Hutchinson, The Smith Paper Company, Eaton, 
Dikeman & Company, and the American Writing Paper Com- 


pany for the taking of land and water rights in connection 
with the development of the Farnham Dam and Reservoir 
System. 
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COSTS AND RECEIPTS OF WATER DEPARTMENT 


s II A eee ee ass 


Construction 
Year Paid for and other Interest Income 

Ending Construction Expenses on Debt Wat'rRates 
Jan. 1, 1857 $787.81 
1858 1,546.98 
1859 2,098.56 
1860 3,242.04 
1861 3,098.92 
1862 3,150.00 
1863 3,450.00 
1864 3,970.00 
1865 4,212.10 
1866 $64,000.00 $29,820.87 4,188.43 
1867 3,457.37 4,071.99 4,901.21 
Apr. 1, 1868 4,209.32 $71,167.04 4,291.62 5,515.02 
1869 21,332.13 30,646.93 6,186.87 6,165.04 
1870 26,154.49 30,258.69 8,062.65 8,202.32 
1871 3,953.15 6,553.40 8,339.50 8,371.21 
1872 319.48 4,318.06 8,444.01 9,354.00 
1873 9,950.90 20,362.42 9,216.39 10,303.14 
1874 20,698.05 25,272.32 10,525.25 10,630.48 
1875 9,724.84 10,420.34 11,206.00 10,501.08 
1876 25,002.57 27,512.11 11,892.00 13,054.98 
1877 779.51 4,790.76 11,750.00 13,072.13 
1878 910.77 2,677.48 11,916.59 13,581.82 
1879 72.02 1,948.43 11,980.15 15,480.82 
1880 1,183.82 3,122.46 12,689.53 15,974.56 
1881 935.92 3,345.19 11,814.11 16,668.75 
1882 11,295.26 14,486.02 11,896.13 16,528.50 
1883 9,512.32 13,315.81 12,175.22 17,731.57 
1884 3,611.32 5,542.04 12,320.00 18,818.75 
1885 4,007.34 1,420.95 12,320.00 19,081.41 
1886 4,080.35 6,626.06 11,045.00 20,696.78 
1887 8,217.62 11,258.96 11,250.00 20,869.43 
1888 2,719.68 6,506.79 11,095.00 22,461.58 
1889 2,962.52 8,066.79 9,938.14 24,212.36 
1890 38,860.26 43,595.07 9,200.00 25,330.07 
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Year 
Ending 


Jan. 1, 1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 


Paid for 


Construction 


3,251.12 
8,686.74 
17,392.36 
5,479.58 
34,756.16 
57,772.70 
22,492.09 
12,015.01 
16,944.29 
11,087.92 
5,000.00 
9,246.27 
45,402.74 
6,920.03 
8,974.87 
8,998.41 
27,747.98 
36,525.72 
136,155.44 
61,565.52 
100,964.76 
420,521.26 
341,123.81 
56,692.90 
12,361.64 
38,097.21 
30,711.06 
31,539.26 


Construction 


and other 
Expenses 


8,841.83 
8,686.74 
20,297.79 
11,600.81 
40,004.76 
64,564.46 
28,902.11 
17,996.50 
23,069.75 
13,812.05 
30,042.57 
6,479.14 
6,891.82 
12,041.33 
18,359.89 
18,291.91 
36,125.68 
46,135.41 
145,950.32 
133,678.72 
120,961.04 
443,148.07 
365,950.89 
69,692.90 
89,352.86 
57,294.58 
50,591.82 
181,481.33 


Interest 


Income 


on Debt Wat’r Rates 


6,700.90 
10,415.83 
10,716.50 
10,427.50 
11,511.15 
11,943.56 
11,750.48 
14,542.51 
10,988.02 
10,451.85 
10,481.65 
10,550.07 
10,129.27 
10,836.14 

8,425.00 
10,851.70 

9,122.56 

8,877.17 
17,140.47 
18,213.03 
33,033.69 
48,000.00 
48,693.67 
57,594.00 
64,375.67 
62,140.00 
60,482.50 
58,173.50 


22,752.66 
28,615.37 
30,081.82 
31,425.61 
33,815.13 
38,377.21 
38,506.04 
42,366.81 
45,323.03 
46,317.68 
44,260.20 
44,591.21 
52,538.14 
56,555.22 
59,995.41 
56,769.14 
63,993.30 
14,827.38 
18,571.62 
19,686.47 
91,209.38 
97,872.05 
102,777.15 
121,960.85 
124,319.69 
123,395.42 
136,349.26 
137,551.78 
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Street Lighting 


The lighting of public streets and ways, has been done 
by the Pittsfield Electric Company under the terms of its 
contract, which still has some years to run. The Company 
has given the city excellent service, and' is at all times ready 
to co-operate in any effort to improve conditions. During 
the year six arc.lamps, 53 incandescent lamps, and 16 pedestal 
arcs have been installed making a total of 192 arcs, 1,434 
incandescent and 102 pedestal arc lamps now in service. 


Sewer Connections 


Service connections have been made to the new sewer 
system to the number of 76 during the year. This is far 
below the number made in normal times, showing the dull 
condition of the building business. 


School Repairs 


Aside from the regular repair work which is in charge 
of Mr. Fred Strong, we have this year made what we consider 
many very necessary and permanent improvements to a number 
of our school buildings. At the High School all the teachers' 
desks and tables were scraped and revarnished. At the Read 
School all the exterior woodwork was painted, and on the 
interior the hand-rails and the entrance doors were “varnished, 
as were all desks in the building. At the Plunkett School 
the desks were refinished. At the Redfield School a portion 
of the gutter, which is of special construction, being made 
of cypress and covered with copper, was rebuilt, and the 
slate roof was thoroughly gone over and repaired. At the 
Briggs School all of the woodwork on the outside was painted 
two coats. This building had not been painted! since it was 
built. At the Bartlett School all the desks and the teachers’ 
tables were refinished; also the entrance doors were given 
a coat of spar varnish. At this school there are each year 
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a number of panes of glass broken; these were all put in 
new, and the building is at the present time in excellent 
condition. At the Tucker School all the windows were re- 
paired, and some special work was done upon the roof. At 
the Russell School the outside of the building was painted 
two coats; the desks in several of the rooms were refinished. 
At the Pontoosuc School all the outside work was painted 
two coats. At the Mercer Primary School a new lighting 
system was installed; this building heretofore had but one 
light in the boiler room. All the woodwork on the outside 
of the building was painted two coats. At the Crane School 
the basement, used as playrooms, the floors of which are 
cement, were painted two coats; all the desks were refinished. 
At the Rice School the outside woodwork was painted two 
coats, and there were also many lights of glass broken at 
the building which were all replaced. At the Nugent School 
the masonry on the outside of the building was all repointed 
and put in first class condition. At the Stearnsville School 
the outside woodwork was painted two coats; there were 


also many lights of glass reset at this building; one of the 
rooms on the second floor had new blackboards installed. 


At the Coltsville School new blackboards were added. At 
the West Part School the fuel shed and storeroom were 
reshingled. At the Morewood School all the desks were re- 
finished. At the Peck's School additional circulating steam 
pipes were added to the system; the two entrances were 
painted two coats, and all the desks and tables were refinished. 


Recommendations 


Ordinary water extensions about the city. 
Ordinary sewer extensions about the city. 
Completion of 18 inch main line at Mill Brook. 


Extension of ro inch water main Pomeroy Avenue and 
Holmes Road. 
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Surface Drain in Francis Avenue, Summer Street to 
Bradíord Street. 

Surface Drain in First, Adam and Second Streets to 
Lincoln. Street. 

Abbott Street Repairs. 

Longview Terrace Repairs. 

Mill Street Paving and Drain. 

Hurlbut Street Paving. 

Eliminate curve at the Pomeroy School. 

South Street widening at Howard Hill. 

Improvements at the new Municipal Yards on West 
Housatonic Street, consisting of garage, trestle and siding, 
as well as repairs to the present building to cost, estimated 
$22,000. | 

The present buildings and ground at the North Pearl 
Street Yard and other unused property held by the city, to 
be sold. | 

The report of the Engineer is given in the following 
pages, and the data concerning the operation of the varied 
departments under his charge, set forth in considerable detail. 

We also attach the report of the Committee on Reforest- 
ation which gives very valuable information relating to the 
planting of trees on the city's watersheds. 

In conclusion the Board attests its appreciation of the 
many courtesies extended the Board by His Honor the Mayor 
and City Council, and also commends its employees for the 
harmony and co-operation which has existed in the Public 
Works department. 


Respectfully submitted, 


EucENE H. RoBBINS, 
EDwaARD J. SPALL, 
Gro. W. FAULKNER. 


Board of Public Works. 
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Report of the Committee on Reforestation 


To The Honorable Mayor and City Council: 


The Committee on Reforestation desires to make the 
following report of the past year's accomplishments. 


The Committee purchased 3,000 four year old Norway 
Spruce transplants which were set out on the Balance Rock 
property. At the Ambursen Reservoir Watershed, 11,000 
Norway Spruce and 11,000 Norway Pines were used in plant- 
ing the entire shed, the trees having been planted in alternate 
rows. About 50% of the planting was done in the woods on 
the south and east sides of the reservoir. . 

In the early fall we made a tour of inspection and found 
at the Balance Rock planting that the trees came through 
the summer splendidly, as did also the trees at the Ambursen 
Reservoir. 


The Committee deemed it inadvisable to plant this past 
year on the watershed of Farnham Dam, as we have a large 
supply of trees in the nursery at the dam, which we considered 
should have another year's growth before setting out. Under 
the care of Miss Roberts, Superintendent of the Nursery, the 
seedlings have made wonderful progress. 


It is our intention to use the stock of the nursery direct 
rather than transplanting; we will have a stock acclimated 
to the soil of the section, and by having the supply of trees at 
hand, will obviate the most annoying part of planting, that 
is awaiting shipments, and transportation to location of plant- 
ing. 

The city council appropriated $1,000 for this department 
which has been expended as follows: 


For Nursery, $253 or 
For trees and planting, 598 41 


Unexpended balance, 148 58 


$1,000 oo 
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The Committee recommends that this year another $1,000 
be set aside for this work, to be used for the setting out of 
more trees, and for the care of the Nursery at Farnham Dam. 
Respectfully submitted, 


K. B. MILLER, Chairman, 


Committee on Reforestation. 


REPORT OF ENGINEER 


Pittsfield, Mass., January 22, 1918. 
Board of Public Works, City: 
Dear Sirs: 


I have the honor to submit the annual report of the work 
done under the direction of the Engineer in connection with 
the construction, maintenance and operation of the Public 
Works for the year ended December 31, 1917. 


Engineering 


The surveys, plans and designs of public work were made 
in the engineers office, together with amounts of assessments 
for sewers, sidewalks and pavements. All new construction 
and all maintenance work other than the water distribution 
system were in charge of the Engineer. A very small engineer- 
ing force was employed, due to the reduced amount of new 
construction. 


Surveys and plans have been made on the following 
streets for the Committee on Highways: 


Cromwell Avenue, Hollister Street, Arlington Street, Fair- 
view Avenue from Lenox Avenue westerly, Hawthorne Ave- 
nue from Oxford Street to Mill Street, Hull Avenue from 
Pleasure Avenue to Myrtle Street and South Street from Cole 
Avenue to South Mountain Road. 
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Surface Water Drains 


The total length laid this year was 0.20 miles, in detail 
as follows: 


Size Length 
Location inches feet M.H. C.B. 
Melville street, 24 283 3 
Pollock avenue, 6 592 


Elm street, 

Fenn street, 
North Pearl street, 
Second street, ` 
Seymour street, 
South street, 


OS ka 2 BS = i t» 


The catch basins were cleaned of silt and the openings 
and pipes maintained for the passage of water, an excess of 
1,000 loads of silt were removed fram the basins. 


Construction of Sewers 


Al work of laying sanitary sewers was done by city 
forces and practically all sewers voted by the Board were 
completed. 


The total length laid this year was 1.33 miles, in detail 
as follows: 


Location Diameter Length Manholes 
Inches Feet 

Bryan Street, 6 125 

Crofut Street, 6 350 1 

Dexter Street, 6 850 4 

Dickinson Avenue, 6 62 

Elm Street, 8 158 

Fairfield Street, 10 803 3 

Harding Street, 8 346 2 

Harding Street, 6 350 1 

Harding Street (private land), 10 251 

Huron Street, 6 80 

Longview Terrace, 8 * 552 2 

Melville Street (re-constructed), 8 482 2 

Sloan Street, 6 594 2 

Superior Street, 6 100 1 

Taubert Avenue, 6 130 

Warriner Street, 6 225 1 
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Surveys and estimates are now under way for an ex- 
tension of the Pontoosuc sewer from the Pontoosuc School 
to places north of the Pontoosuc Lake Dam. 

The work of flushing and cleaning sewers, both trunks 
and laterals, has been done, the east trunk sewer is the most 
troublesome. 


Sewage Disposal 


The sand filter beds have been operated, cleaned and 
harrowed, the main work is done in the Spring and Autumn. 
A change was made in the operating force at the filter beds 
beginning in July, by means of which the two night operators 
were dispensed with, certain gates being set and locked at the 
end of the days work to care for the night flow and pumping 
continued as usual. | 

Two reciprocating pumps are operated at the Sewage 
pumping station, one pump was installed in the year 1902 
and has a capacity of 180,000 gallons per hour, the other was 
installed in the year 1907 and has a capacity of 260,000 
gallons per hour,the former No. I pump is usually operated 
at night and the No. 2 pump during the day. The No. I 
pump has been supplied with new and important parts within 
the last ten years, nevertheless the pump is in quite poor con- 
dition, the slippage is high and the apparatus rattles badly, 
being uneconomical in operation and now in need of extensive 
repairs, the principal requirement being the immediate instal- 
lation of new valve chambers. 


Melville Street Pavement 


Melville Street was paved from North Street to First 
Street and extended across First Street to the east curb, the 
work other than the actual laying of brick was done by city 
labor. The construction consisted in resetting the old stone 
curbs, generally on a concrete footing. The excavation for 
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the pavement was greater than usual, the road bed was scarifi- 
ed and broken up with the maintenance roller and the exca- 
vated material hauled to other city streets. After rolling the 
subgrade, the ooncrete foundation was laid, five arid one half 
inches in thickness, the surface corresponding in form to the 
proposed contour of the finished pavement. Upon this con- 
crete foundation, previously sprinkled with water, was spread 
a homogenous mixture of fine sharp sand and cement, one 
inch in thickness in the proportion of four to one, this mortar 
bed was carefully screeded to a line three inches below the 
proposed surface of the finished pavament and was then 
covered. by the pavers with Metropolitan 3 inch Wire 
Cut Lug Bricks, the bricks were then promptly rolled 
lightly with a six ton tandem roller. After sprinkling the 
bricks with water, the joints were filled with cement grout 
mixed in the proportion of one part of cement to one part 
of sand, three applications were made, longitudinal expansion 
joints were made at the curbs and then transverse expansion 
joints from 75 to 100 feet apart. The pavement was allowed 
to set for two weeks before being opened to travel. The 
bricks were submitted to the abrasion test and inspected at 
the mill and were accepted as very satisfactory in quality. In 
the construction of such a type of pavement, a three ton roller 
would be preferable. 


The total area paved was 1,985 square yards. 


This brick construction is known as the semi-monolithic 
type and is the first to be laid in New England although 
popular in the middle West. On Melville Street the thick- 
ness from the surface of the brick to bottom of concrete 
foundation is 91% inches, on the other types of brick pave- 
ment in the city the total thickness is 1114 inches, the former 
comprises a practically solid slab, the latter includes a plane 
of weakness in the 11% inch sand cushion. The Melville 
Street type is probably stronger than the Fenn Street type 
and costs less, the number of brick laid per square yard on 
Melville Street was 40 compared with 42 on Fenn Street. 


| 204 


Maintenance of Highways 


It is obvious that most oí the highways in their existing 
condition cannot be satisfactorily maintained under the present 
volume of traffic. The amount of heavy motor vehicles is 
constantly increasing and such traffic requires pavements to 
sustain the loads at all seasons oí the year, the pavements 
in the city comprise but 334 per cent of the length of the 
highways and these unpaved streets present uneven surfaces 
which require much repair during the season. In the late 
Spring when the roads begin to dry out and street scraping 
is in progress, insistent complaints are made that one street 
or another be immediately re-surfaced or scarified. In re- 
sponse such work is performed as rapidly as possible, but 
such a system is very unsatisfactory for a city with the 
population and importance of Pittsfeld. A certain amount 
of pavements should be constructed every year and laid under 
the Paving Act of 1916, a reasonable method of extending 
the pavements would be to begin near the center of the city 
and work outward. 


There were 38, 613 gallons of road oil and 59,936 gallons 
of cold tar (Tarvia B and Rotar) distributed on Appleton 
Avenue, Bank Row, Bay State Road, Boylston Street, Brad- 
ford Street, Broad Street, Buel Street, in car track of Burbank 
street, Center Street, Chickering Street, Curtis Street, Dalton 
Avenue, East Street, East Housatonic Street, Elm Street, 
Fenn Street, First Street, Fourth Street, Francis Avenue, 
George Street, Henry Avenue, John Street, Lenox Avenue, 
Lincoln Street, Linden Street, Maplewood Avenue, New West 
Street, North Street, Onota Street, Pomeroy Avenue, Park 
Place, South Street, Taylor Street, Summer Street, Tyler 
Street, Union Street, West Street, West Housatonic Street. 
Many of the above named streets were scarified with the main- 
tenance roller and rolled with the common steam roller, a 
layer of broken stone was spread on Appleton Avenue, Maple- 
wood Avenue, Curtis Street, Center Street, East Housatonic 
Street, Fenn Street, First Street, Fourth Street, Francis Av- 
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enue, Lincoln Street, Maplewood Avenue, and Tyler Street, 
a layer of gravel was spread on Lyman Street, Jordan Av- 
enue, Malcom Avenue, Bradford Street and Renne Avenue, 
many of the other streets in the city were scarified and rolled 
or patched with broken stone or gravel, Benedict Road was 
covered with about one foot of cinders from Dalton Avenue 
to Dalton Road, and also on a section of Mill Street. Wah- 
conah Street from Wilson Street to Lenox Avenue was filled 
with about a foot of slag and bound with gravel, all streets 
and roads were worked by the road scrapers and the filth and 
rubbish collected during the winter was removed. Pot holes 
which formed in the main travelled ways were filled with a 
mixture of coarse sand, pebbles and cold tar products. A 
scarcity of teams developed in the middle of the season in 
addition to the lack of labor and the task of sprinkling streets 
was handicapped, a three ton Kissel truck was purchased to 
overcome the difficulty. 


Complaints were frequent during the early part of the 
season as to the lack of application of water by the street 
sprinkling carts and also that sand was not applied’ promptly 
to cover road oil spread by the auto distributor. Several 
factors enterell last season into the question, that is the cost 
of materials, the lack of labor and teams, and the speed of 
motor driven vehicles using the streets. The abutters on the 
streets to be sprinkled are assessed for the cost of preventing 
or lessening the spread of dust. The cost of road oils in 1917 
was about double that of 1915, the price of labor and teams 
advanced 20 to 35 per cent in that time, the assessments how- 
ever increased about 25 per cent in 1917, but notwithstanding 
this fact, materials and labor will cover less ground than 
formerly unless great care is exercised. The employment of 
labor and teams is unceartin owing to their scarcity, the private 
teams insist on steady employment at least 6 days a week 
during the season of street sprinkling. 


The work of applying road oil or tar products is done 
rapidly by means of the present motor distributor, the oil being 
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purchased in car load lots, must be promptly unloaded so that 
streets to be treated in one day are sometimes in different 
parts of the city and the slower moving horse drawn wagons 
with sand cannot keep pace with the motor vehicle. 


The problem of preventing dust today is quite different 
from the conditions of 10 years ago. Today the motor 
vehicles travel from 15 to 30 miles an hour and raise dust 
on gravel and dirt streets in a short time after the passage of 
the water cart. Ten years ago horse drawn vehicles travelled 
from 2 to 8 miles an hour. Street surfaces to be oiled or 
treated with cold tar products should be composed of fairly 
cohesive materials, at least gravel, evenly spread and rolled, 
and preferably a broken stone surface, less than half the 
streets now assessed for Street Sprinkling are in condition 
to apply oil or tarvia. It is impossible to control dust on main 
streets unless paved or treated with tar or oil. The area of 
streets so treated in 1917 was three times greater than in I9I5, 
notwithstanding the great increase in the cost of materials; 
this was principally due to the work of the Kinney distributor 
which applied the oil more uniformly under greater pressure, 
with a much less quantity per square yard, and with less cost 
in application. The average amount of oil or tarvia applied 
at each treatment was about 2/10 gallons per square yard. 


Guard fences were built or rebuilt in various places 
notably on North Street, West Street, Fourth Street, Mill 
Street and Hancock Road. 


The appropriation for the maintenance of highways in- 
cludes all the work of safe guarding the travelling public and 
providing as comfortable travelling as practicable, other than 
the items for sidewalks, crosswalks, street sweeping, trees, 
Pavement repairs and street signs and lighting. 


| The necessary repairs to the pavements were made, this 
year Wahconah Street was included under a contract with 
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Daniel J. Walsh, owing to the fact that the Contractors who 
laid this pavement did not respond to the demand oí the city 
to repair the same under their five year guaranty. 


The cleaning and sweeping of pavements has been per- 
formed as usual, but the dirty condition of the sidewalks in 
the shopping district, especially on a Sunday morning compares 
most unfavorably with the appearance of the adjoining cleaned 
pavement. 


It has been customary to engage farmers, or residents 
in the outskirts of the city, to attend to the removal of snow 
and breaking out the "snow roads." "This winter there appar- 
ently has been difficulty in some cases for these men to procure 
labor. The limits of such work by the regular city forces 
has been extended much farther outwards from the center of 
the city and thereby the purchase of more horses will be nec- 
essary and additional quarters provided at the old stables. 
This extra snow work and the cutting of wood and lumber 
for the uses of the various divisions has kept five pair of 
horses busy. 


New equipment and apparatus is purchased every year 
to keep pace with the demands of the service, but the quarters 
for storing these units are now so cramped that it is almost 
impossible to provide for their storage on city property during 
the winter. 


Most of the buildings in which the men perform inside 
work or report for duty are unsuitable, especially at North 
Pearl Street Yard. The conditions in the main building at 
this yard during continuous cold weather are wretched and 
must be improved. 


Additional Streets Accepted 


Dodge Avenue, from Elm Street to Dawes Avenue, Hol- 
lister Street from West Housatonic Street 380 feet southerly, 
Stoddard Avenue, from Pleasure Avenue to Grove Street. 
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Bridges 


General repairs have been made on the bridges, particular- 
ly the floors. Practically the entire floor has been replaced on 
the following bridges: Hancock Road (Daniels Brook), Gale 
Avenue and Hubbard Avenue. The Cutting Bridge on 
Pomeroy Avenue was strengthened in practically the same 
manner as the work performed on the Lowden Bridge in 1912, 
that is, nine pair of 12 inch steel channel beams have been. 
set at the ends of the panels of the superstructure, and lateral 
bracing rods with new spiking pieces. The bridge is now 
much stiffer and the strength is increased from a safe load of 
a five ton wagon to a safe load of an eight ton wagon. All the 
metal work was covered with two coats of paint and also 
the Lowden Bridge. The amount expended on the Cutting 
Bridge was about $800. Several large bridges require entirely 
new floors, as soon as work can be done in the Spring of 
next year. 


There are forty-four regular city bridges to be maintained, 
as follows: 


Steel truss (wooden floor), 
Iron truss (wooden floor), 

Steel girder (permanent floor), 
Steel girder (wooden floor), 
Iron bow string (wooden floor), 
I beam (permanent floor), 

I beam (wooden floor), 

Wood beam (wooden floor), 
Re-inforced concrete arch, 


ren 
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In addition the City maintains the wearing surface on the 
following bridges crossing the railroads, viz:— 


Gale Avenue, Jason Street, Holmes Road, Lebanon Ave- 
nue, Dalton Avenue, and Junction; with the exception of the 
last named, all these bridges are built with wooden floors. 
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The North Street, First Street, Dalton Road and South 
Street Bridges are maintained entirely by the Railroad 
Company. 


Two concrete beam bridges on Lebanon Avenue are 
maintained by the Massachusetts Highway Commission. 


It may be noted that sixty per cent of the bridges main- 
tained by the City have wooden floors which are very un- 
satisfactory by reason of the comparatively high cost of main- 
tenance and the hazard of an accident, on such a surface which 
wears rapidly, twelve per cent are built with iron sheets or 
stone slabs as a cover over the beams and a filling of gravel 
as a wearing surface, twenty per cent have so-called perman- 
ent floors of cement concrete, brick or asphalt and eight per 
cent includes the concrete arches with a covering of gravel. 
Among the number of I beam bridges with wooden floors, at 
least one should be provided with a permanent floor each year, 
the improvement of the I beam bridge on the New Lenox 
Road at Sackett Brook, Lake Avenue, or West Housatonic 
Street near Smith's store would be appropriate. This work 
is not feasible on the larger bridges, such as the truss, girder 
or bow string type, as the rebuilding of the entire super- 
structure would generally be necessary in order to sustain 
the large increase in the dead load. The Bow string bridges 
were constructed about forty-five years ago and two should 
be re-built as soon as possible, namely, the Hubbard Avenue 
and Newell Street Bridges; both are iron trusses, the former 
is now upheld by wooden posts 1n the stream and the metal in 
the latter is composed of cast iron which is very treacherous 
for bridge uses. The Appleton Avenue (Van Sickler) Bridge 
should be strengthened, this bridge will now carry safely a 
six ton wagon, and by a reasonable amount of reinforcement 
the load could be increased to probably ten tons. The Rice 
Bridge on East Street should be strengthened in 1919. About 
twenty of the forty-four bridges will safely carry a fifteen 
ton road roller. 
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CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF SIDEWALKS 


Fifteen sections of new cement walks were constructed. 
All this work was performed by city labor, with the exception 
of the walk laid beside the property of the Berkshire County 
Savings Bank and Prince and Walker. 


The average cost on walks built with city labor, other 
than the South Street viaduct and bridge was $2.10 per square 
yard. The most important work performed under this appro- 
priation was the concrete viaduct on South Street, constructed 
on the embankment of the Nl Y., N. H., & H. R. R., Bridge, 
the work consisted mainly of a reinforced concrete slab, 814 
inches in thickness with concrete transverse beams, columns 
on one side and a heavy curb forming a footing on the other 
side, this construction was more economical than embanking 
and provided for the prompt use of the concrete walk. The 
steel work of the foot bridge was furnished and erected by 
'the Eastern Bridge and Structural Company, of Worcester, 
Mass., for the sum of $925. 


The length of new sidewalks laid amounted to 1.30 miles, 
as follows: 


Length Width 


Location Type in feet in feet 
Bradford Street, Cement 138 6-12 
Common, ge 409 7 
Chickering Street, i d 1212 5 
Elm Street, di 339 6 
Livingston Street, a: 589 6 
North Street (re-constructed), ge 207 20-22 
Park Place (re-constructed), u 76 22 
Plunkett Street, ge 330 6 
Second Street, E 90 615 
South Street, 1061 6-7 
Spring Street, E 66 6 
Taylor Street, M 1070 


5 
Tyler Street, ii 803 6 
Westminster Street, sf 455 5 
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Considerable work was done in patching and resurfacing 
the tar sidewalks and in covering worn out gravel walks with 
soft coal cinders. The tar walks treated were principally on 
North Street, East Street, Second Street, Fenn Street, Apple- 
ton Avenue, East Housatonic Street, Elizabeth Street, Oxford 
Street, Brenton Terrace, Hawthorne Avenue, and Melville 
Street. Walks were covered with cinders on North Street, 
Lyman Street, Pontoosuc Avenue, Seymour Street, Merriam 
Street, Newell Street, Longview Terrace, South Avenue and 
Mill Street. 


Crosswalks were built on East Street, Dalton Avenue, 
Pomeroy Avenue, Pine Street, South Church Street, Tyler 
Street, Elm Street, North Street, Second Street, East Hous- 
atonic Street, High Street and South Street. 


Maintenance of Reservoirs 


The Sackett and Hathaway reservoirs were cleaned of 
mud in the Spring, and the Roaring Brook open conduit 
at different times during the year. The flash boards at the 
Farnham Dam were set in place during the latter part of 
March and added 69 million gallons of water to the storage 
in the reservoir, the planks were removed in the late Autumn 
and stored for the winter. Care must always be taken to 
avoid setting the stop planks until the ice forming season 
has passed in order to prevent ice pressure on the spill way 
section of the dam which was not designed to sustain such 
a load. 


About thirty tons of hay were cut on the Ashley water- 
shed at the Phillip Eichelser lot for use at the Municipal 
Stables, the manure from the stables was carted back to this 
land. 


The work of thinning out the forest growth by cutting 
cord wood and spruce lumber on the lands of the city was 
successful last winter and is continued this winter. The cord- 
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wood was used for heating tar, asphalt and other materials, 
the spruce lumber was used in all bracing of trenches and 
structures, forms for concrete, plank floor bridges, fence rails, 
small sheds and for general repairs. The cordwood supplied 
the needs of the highway division, the spruce lumber provided 
for all the work of the department other than school repairs, 
3 inch planks and 1 inch boards. Endeavor will be made 
this winter to obtain 3 inch plank for bridge floors and 1 inch 
boards, spruce and pine, respectively. Lumber, especially 
3 inch plank, is very scarce, very high in price, and an op- 
portunity is here provided to keep useful laborers upon pro- 
ductive work and incidently at hand when they are needed 
at times of storms and emergencies. This cord wood and 
spruce lumber was delivered to the City at a very reasonable 
cost. 


The plank now in place as a flash board on the spillway 
of the dam at Ashley Lake must be replaced by a 12" x 12" 
timber as the present plank might not resist the ice pressure 
if the Lake is at that elevation. 
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The amount of water stored at various periods of the year 
is indicated by the following diagram. 


QUANTITY OF WATER STORED IN FARNHAM RESERVOIR 
AND ASHLEY LAKE 


DURING 1917. 
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Total amount of water used during the year, 2,112,001,900 gals. 


Average daily rate, 5,800,000 gals. 
Average daily consumption per capita, 1 
assuring & 40,000 population, 145 gals. 


The General Electrjc Company, for practically the last 
six months of the year, has discontinued the use of much of 
the city water. In fact for the last half of the year, the con- 
sumption of city water by this company was only -about 
twenty per cent of the first half. 


Total number of services in use, 6,115 
Total number of metered services, 626 
Per cent of metered services, 10 
Total annual water supplied for domestic uses 

by metered services, 56,413,217 gals. 
Commercial use by metered services, 175,972,841 gals. 
Industrial uses by metered services, 498,132,202 gals. 
Public uses by metered services, 32,057,125 gals. 
Total metered use, 762,575,385 gals. 


Estimated public use unmetered, 36,500,000 gals. 


Note—Commercial: Stores, office buildings, hotels, boarding houses 
and similar establishments. Industrial: Railroads, factories, 
gas and electric plants. Public: Al] water for publie use and 
schools. 
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The revised list to date of the main water pipe lines and 
main gate valves, comprising the distribution system of the 
Pittsheld Water Works, is as follows: 


Diameter Cast Iron Pipe Lines 
in inches Length in feet Gate Valves 
2 | 10,556 . 33 
2% 791 2 
3 12,860 22 
4 64,894 175 
6 203,280 . 498 
8 95,097 182 
10 | 52,228 72 
12 60,161 70 
14 7,866 6 
16 16,715 16 
18 15,139 5 
20 18,363 19 
24 10,278 12 
Total, 588,228 1,112 
111.4 miles | 


WATER PIPE EXTENSIONS 


The total length of main lines laid this year was o.60 of 


a mile, in detail as follows: 
Diameter Length Hydrants Main 


Location in inches in feet set gate valves 
Atlantic Avenue, 6 55 1 
Dodge Avenue, 6 936 1 
Fairfield Street, 6 804 2 1 
Melville Street, 1 
Municipal Yard, 1 


Pomeroy Avenue, 10 126 5 


Meadow Lane, 6 336 

Newell Avenue, 6 246 2 

Radcliffe Avenue, 6. 180 1 1 
Taubert Avenue, 6 130 1 
Wilson Street, 6 349 1 1 


Respectíully submitted, 


ARTHUR B. FARNHAM, 
Engineer. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 


Pittsheld, Mass., March 23, 1918. 
Gentlemen: 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


In compliance with the ordinances of the city the License 
Commission of the City of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, submits 
the following report of the Licenses of the different classes 
granted by them during the Calendar year 1917. 


PRICES 
First Class, Fourth Class and Innholder, $1800.00 
First Class, 1300.00 
Fourth Class, 1200.00 
Fifth Class, Brewery, 1600.00 
Fifth Class, Bottling, 1300.00 
Club Licenses, 300.00 
Ice Cream, Confectionery, Soda Water and Fruit, 5.00 
Common Victuallers Only, * 5.00 
Innholders, 1.00 
Sixth Class, Druggists, 1.00 
Fees for Recording Licenses, 1.00 


FIRST CLASS AND COMMON VICTUALLERS 


D 


No. Í 
1. Thomas H. Lew, 289 North Street 
2. Dennis J. Lyons, 44 West Street 


37. 


38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 


68. 
95. 
100. 
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Keegan Brothers, 

John J. Cullen, 

Edward W. Quinn, 
William H. Mara, 
Edward F. Thomas, 
William H. Murphy, 
Scully Brothers, 

John R. & John R. Stetson, Jr., 
Lawlor & Carroll, 
Haumuller & Fugmann, 
McEwen & Bruke, 
Robert Kelly, 

Gilman & Semmler, 
John F. Carey, 

Cone Brothers, 


FOURTH CLASS 


Rice Bros. Bottling Co., 

James W. Sheehan, 

Rosenhein & Braun, 

High Grade Liquor Co., 

William H. Mara, 

Thomas H. Lew, 

California Wine Company, 

James H. Fitzgerald & R. F. Callahan, 
Joseph Fitzgerald, 


FIFTH CLASS 


Berkshire Brewing Association, 


36 West Street 
235 North Street 
184 West Street 
159 North Street 

20 Depot Street 
23 Morton Place 
232 North Street 
202 West Street 
301 North Street 
147 North Street 


129 Wahconah Street 
185 Wahconah Street 


34-40 Depot Street 
196 West Street 
52 West Street 


West Street 

198 West Street 
575 North Street 
37 Bradford Street 
157 North Street 
314 Melville Street 
3 Melville Street 
178 West Street 
14 Liberty Street 


Columbus Avenue 


INNHOLDERS, FIRST AND FOURTH CLASS 


Walter L. Mercer, 

Dennis F. Daley, 

The Wendell Realty Company, 
Plumb & Clark, : 


INNHOLDERS 


Westerly Hotel, 
Charles A. Burbank, 
Arthur W. Plumb, 


Union and North Sts. 


Summer Street 
South & West Sts. 
211 North Street 


108 West Street 
Coltsville 


Maplewood & North Sts. 


14. 
15. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
94. 
111. 


16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 


20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 


28. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
69. 
70. 
71. 
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SIXTH CLASS OR DRUGGISTS 


Ernest O. Engstrom, 251 North Street 
Randolph Mathewson, 592 North Street 
Howard L. Brown, 130 West Street 
Thomas H. Farrell, 436 North Street 
Dwight H. Merrill (Engstrom & Co.), ` 829 Tyler Street 
Earl P. Carney (Louis K. Liggett Co.), North & Depot Sts. 
Edward C. Rickard, 123 Elm Street 
William R. Hagyard, 10 South Street 
Thomas F. Flynn, 317 North Street 
Clarence H. Waite, 15 North Street 
William A. Burton (Bence Pharmacy), 25 North Street 
Thomas F. Flynn, 317 North Street 
James C. Madden, 592 North Street 


SPECIAL CLUB 


Park Club, Berkshire Life Building 
Aerie of Eagles, No. 358, 146 First Street 
Elks, No. 272, 27 Union Street 
Turn Verein, 113 Seymour Street 


COMMON VICTUALLERS ONLY 


Nicholas G. Carvellas & Co., 124 West Street 
J. J. Papp & Chas. Lolas, 226 North Street 
Boston & Albany Restaurant, Union Station 
Byron L. Towne (Washington Lunch), 383 North Street 
Samuel E. Robinson, 697 North Street 
H. L. King (Central Market), 72 Columbus Avenue 
John P. O'Laughlin, Bridge, North Street 


(Cancelled) John S. Whistler (Wayside Lunch), 
Summer Street 
John G. Costes (Superior Confectionery), 307 North Street 


Mrs. Robert Simpson, 89 Woodlawn Avenue 
Seid T. Woo, 38 Summer Street 
Harvey L. Nichols, 270 Wahconah Street 
J. H. Brown, 73 Woodlawn Avenue 
J. R. Hardick, 89 Woodlawn Avenue 
Raymond W. MeNine, Pontoosuc Lake Station 
Abraham Ferris, 218 Columbus Avenue 


Margaret M. Owens, Pecks Road and Lake Avenue 


88. 
89. 
90. 
92. 
93. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
101. 
102. 
105. 
106. 
109. 
110. 
115. 
116. 
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James Labrizzi, Hull Building, West Street 
Gaw Taw, . 78 West Street 
Eliza Gifford, 804 Tyler Street 
Gus Papas & William Johns, Summer Street 
James Makas & Co., 143 West Street 
Edward S. Gilman, 34-40 Depot Street 
George H. Boynton, Burbank Park 
A. Ellenberg, Costones Station, Pontoosuc Lake 
H. W. Beebe & W. H. Maynard, Swan Place, Pontoosuc Lake 
George Westock, 157 South Street 
Chung Wah Company, 12-18 Kennedy Block 
Union Lunch, 769 Tyler Street 
James Librizzi, 577 North Street 
Georgia E. Phinney (The Hungerlost), 120 South Street 
John Bak, 119 Wahconah Street 
Anna R. Weiss, 51 Prospect Street 


ICE CREAM, CONFECTIONERY, SODA WATER AND FRUIT 


29. 
30. 
31. 


32. 
33. 
34. 


35. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
(KÉ 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 


Harry M. Meyer, 261 North Street 
Frank P. Allen, 442 North Street 
S. M. Simon (White House Candy Kitchen), 

174 North Street 
Michael W. Grady, 162 West Street 
Attalla Farris, 127 Wahconah Street 
(Cancelled) Ralph S. Power (Boston Confectionery), 

134 North Street 


Martin D. March, 74 West Street 
Susan E. Harvey, 193 Linden Street 
Morris Bitensky, 251 Bradford Street 
Betros Brothers, Eagle and First Streets 
Salem Sookey, 189 Wahconah Street 
Sarah E. Dewey, 84 Dalton Avenue 
George Mitchell & E. Mitchell, North & Melville Streets 
Michael Bove, 101 Woodlawn Avenue 
Arthur J. Lamy, 2 Dalton Avenue 
Edward B. Karam, Fourth & Curtis Streets 
L. F. Gardella, 161 Seymour Street 
Sam Joseph, | 2221 Bradford Street 
Greek-American Fruit & Candy Co., 262 North Street 
Louis Habib, 498 Tyler Street 
J. M. O'Brien, 236 Tyler Street 


Samuel Silver, 188 Linden Street 


91. 

99. 
103. 
104. 
107. 
108. 
112. 
113. 
114. 
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Joe Straffilina, 703 Tyler Street 
William Prentice, 170 Elm Street 
George Megoulas & George Propos, Majestic Bldg. 
Shurkry B. Karam, Cor. Fenn & First Streets 
St. James Ice Cream Co., Springside Park 
St. James Ice Cream Co., 16 Pleasure Avenue 
Taron Sununu & Alexander Sununu, 555 North Street 
Charles Genovese (in place of No. 104), 131 Fenn Street 
William Stone (in place of No. 91), 703 Tyler Street 


RECAPITULATION 


Record- 
1st Class, 4th Class, Innholders, $1,800.00 $ 7,200.00 $ 8.00 
1st Class, Common Victuallers, 1,300.00 22,100.00 17.00 
4th Class, 1,200.00 10,800.00 9.00 
5th Class, Brewery, 1,600.00 1,600.00 1.00 
Total Number Issued. 
Special Club, 300.00 1,200.00 4.00 
6th Class, Druggists, 1.00 14.00 14.00 
Common Victuallers Only, 5.00 160.00 
Ice Cream, Confectionery, 
Soda Water, etc., 5.00 150.00 
Innholders, 1.00 2.00 
$43,224.00 $55.00 
Received for Licenses, $43,224.00 
Received for Recording, 55.00 
Total Receipts, $43,279.00 


Respectfully submitted, 


L. A. MERCHANT, 
JEREMIAH M. LINNEHAN, 
HARRY C. HUTCHINSON, 


License Commissioners. 


REPORT OF INSPECTOR OF PLUMBING 


Pittsheld, Mass., Feb. 7, 1918. 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 
I herewith submit nry report as Inspector of Plumbing for 


the year ending December 31, 1917: 


Number of permits, 294 
for the following fixtures: 


New Buildings: 


W. C., 214 
Wash basins, 221 
Baths, . 70 
Sinks, 64 
Trays, 16 


Urinals, 59 


Old Buildings: 


W. C., 136 
Wash basins, 98 
Baths, 96 
Sinks, 101 
Trays, 62 


Floor wash, 14 


Cesspool Connections: 
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W. C., 81 
Wash basins, 39 
Baths, 21 
Sinks, 29 
Trays, 14 
Sewer permits, 69 
Inspections, 580 
Boilers inspected, 98 
Change from cesspool to sewer, 34 
Number of fixtures, 1291 


Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM J. CAHILL, 


Inspector of Plumbing. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF WIRES 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


I hereby submit my report for the year 1917. 


Number of Applications for Wiring, 400 
Number of Applications for Fixtures, 25 
Number of Inspections made, 717 
Number of permits issued to Pittsfield Electric Co. 

to connect wires and supply current, 242 
Notifications by mail, 18 
Large eJectric sign erected on building, 1 


The Pittsfield Electric Co. laid no underground this year. 


Number of feet duplex lead covered cable used by 


Pittsfield Electric Co., 900 
Number of feet single wire lead covered cable used, 1,390 
Wire removed from underground conduits, feet, 1,800 


About twenty-five (25) miles overhead wire used during the year, 
weighing about 25,300 pounds. 


About fifteen (15) miles of wire replaced during the year. 
Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM F. FRANCIS. 


Inspector of Wires. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 


To His Honor the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen : 


I have the honor to submit herewith the annual report of 
the Department of Weights and Measures for the year ending 
December 31, 1917. 


Adj. Seal. Non-Seal. Cond. 
Platform scales over 5,000 lbs., 12 26 Eds we 
Platform scales under 5,000 lbs., 24 159 5 13 
Counter scales, 11 - 172 T 8 
Beam scales, T 10 2 4 
Spring balances, 21 264 "T 60 
Computing, 25 140 ys T 
Slot weighing scales, T" 9 $us 12 
Prescription scales, es 8 T -— 
Weights avoirdupois, 110 1208 i 13 
Weights apothecary, yá 159 SCH 26 
Weights metric, - 54 
Dry measures, vs 89 - 8 
Liquid measures, Eé 442 T 27 
Oil pumps, 18 36 11 2 
Milk jars, £s 637 is 17 
Ice cream containers, P 128 is 6 
Yard measures and tapes, Kä 216 ie 11 


227 3757 18 214 
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Number scales, weights and measures: 


Tested, . 3971 
Sealed, 3757 
Adjusted, i 227 
Condemned, 214 
Non-Sealed, 18 
Tested at office, 1905 
Sealed at office, 1750 
Adjusted at office, 73 
Condemned at office, 155 
Number peddlers registered, 80 
Amount of fees received, $276.82 
Fees paid to City Treasurer, $276.82 


There were six cases in the district court for violation of 
weights and measures laws: 


One, insufficient weight. 
One, unsealed milk jars. 
One, unsealed scale. 
One, false scale. 

One, false measure. 
One, unsealed measure. 


Three cases were filed. The fines paid amounted to $20.00. 
All the defendants were found guilty. 


The following inventory shows property in custody of the 
Department: 


The Official Standard. Total value, $551.95. One large office 
balance, set nickel plated steel weights, 50, 25, 20, 10, 5 1b. Set 
nickel plated brass weights, 4, 2, 1 1b., 8, 4, 2, 1, Y, 14, %, 1/16, 
1/32 oz, avoirdupois. Set troy weights, 5 oz. to 1/10. gr. Set 
metric weights, 50 grams to 10 m. gr. one kilogram. Set nickel 
plated dry capacity measures, 16, 8, 4, 2, 1 qt., pint and !4 pint. 
Set nickel plated capacity measures, 1 gal, % gal, quart, pint, 
Lë pint, gill and 2 oz. graduate. Yard measure. Meter. Large 
show case for equipment. Two small cases. 
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Sealer's working equipment and office supplies. Total 
value, $640. 

Analytical balance. 

Portable balance in carrying case, “modern.” 

Portable balance in carrying case, “old type." | 

Set brass weights in case, 4, 2, 1 1b., 8, 4, 2, 1, 15, Y, %, 1/16 oz. 

Set nickel plated weights in case, 2 2-1b., 1 1b., 8, 4, 2, 1, %, Y, 
16, 1/16, 1/32. 

Set grain weights in case, 1,000 grams to 1/500 gr. 

Set apothecary weights in case, 2 drams to 1/10 gr. 

Set nickel plated steel weights, 20, 10, 5 1b. 

Set hanger weights, 1, 2, 4, 8, 16 Ib. 

Forty 50-Ib. iron weights. 

Five gallon copper measure. 

Five gallon galvanized measure. 

One gallon nickel plated measure. 

Set copper liquid capacity measures, gallon, % gallon, quart, 
pint, gill. 

One gallon tin measure. 

Set dry capacity measures, 16, 8, 4, 2, 1 qt. 

One metal bushel basket. 

Pint dry capacity measure, aluminum. 

One-half pint dry capacity measure, aluminum. 

Dry measure graduate. 

Set liquid capacity graduates in case, 32, 16, 8, 2 oz. 

One 250 c.c. graduate. 

Grain hopper, 2 yard measures, sealer's anvil, heater for brand- 
ing iron, one branding iron, 9 steel dies, sealing stamp, weight 
stake, 2 spring balances, 50 ft. steel tape. 

Striking rod, slicker plates, funnels, 2 drill presses, 2 dry 
measure gauges, 2 six foot rules, potato shovel, appliance for ice 
scales, cubic foot box, lead wire, wire seals, paper seals, tags, coal 
weighing book, record book, receipt books, weight cards, rubber 
stamps, roll top desk, chairs, steel case, office supplies, work bench 
and kit of tools. 


Respectfully subimitted, 


JOHN F. O'KANE, 
Sealer of Weights and Measures. 


REPORT OF THE INSPECTOR OF SMOKE 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council 8 


Gentlemen : 


I have the honor to submit herewith the annual report of 
Smoke Inspector for the year ending December 31, 1917. 


The largest improvement during the year was the erection 
of a complete new power plant and stack to replace an old and 
inadequate one. This should eliminate the nuisance at this 
plant as the old boilers were of insufficient capacity and the 
stacks were too short. There were a great many complaints 
from this plant's nuisance the last year. 


Another large plant which was violating the law has 
placed orders for an additional new boiler, a steam turbine, 
generator, etc., and expect this new equipment to be in service 
this Spring. The difficulty with this plant was the exception- 
ally large increased demand for power with boiler capacity too 
small to meet the requirements. This new equipment will 
make it possible for this plant to comply with the law. 


There were several small industrial plants who were 
violating the law by using bituminous coal. They are now 
using anthracite coal with good results. 


Another small plant has elevated its stack and added a 
screen. One large plant has raised the grate surface in its 
seven boilers thereby increasing the combustion. 


Complaints still come from the southwest part of the city 
due to the nuisance caused by locomotives. 
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I had anticipated presenting a bill to the Legislature to 
include within the law railroad locomotives in this city. As 
the United States government has taken over the railroads, 
this will be taken care of in another manner. 


All the plants in the City are complying with the law as 
well as can be expected considering the coal situation. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN F. O'KANE, 


Inspector. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF PETROLEUM 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen : 


I have the honor to submit herewith the annual report of 
inspection of petroleum for the year ending December 31, 


1917. 


49 tank cars, containing (gallons), 358,655 
Fees collected, $251.04 


Fees paid to City Treasurer, 251.04 


Fees due from Four Brothers Company, 
account of 1911, $22.13 


EQUIPMENT 


Tagliabues open fire tester, hydrometers, 
thermometer, jars, and oil manual, $13.25 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN F. O’KANE, 


Inspector. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


PUBLIC WEIGHER, CITY SCALES 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


Gentlemen : 


I have the honor to submit herewith the annual report 
of the weighing at the City Scales, for the year ending 
December 31, 1917. 


Total number of loads weighed  , 5,083 
Total number of loads weighed for public, 4,258 
Total number of loads of coal for city, 82b 
Weighing fees received, $508.30 
Paid to City Treasurer, $508.50 


The following inventory will show property in charge of 
the Department: 


One twenty ton auto truck scale. Scale books, office 
supplies and tools. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES E. LOMBARD, 
Public Weigher. 


REPORT OF GEORGE H. TUCKER, TREASURER, 
BERKSHIRE ATHENAEUM AND MUSEUM. 


JUNE 20th, 1917 


RECEIPTS 
Balance on hand last report, $276 45 
Received from: 
City of Pittsfield (Appropriation), . 11,000 00 
Dividend on 50 shs. Agricultural Nal Bk, 1,100 00 
Dividend on 30 shs. Pittsfield Nat’! Bk., 210 00 
Int. on $6000 Delaware & Hudson Co., 270 00 
Int. on $6000 New York Gas, Electric Light, Heat and 
Power Co., 300 00 
From H. H. Ballard, Librarian, for advertising, fines, etc., 1,100 81 
From Pittsfield Electric Co. (For privilege laying conduit), 50 00 
Rebate Bank Tax 1916, 289 74 
From Zenas Crane, account Museum for Heat, Light, 
Salaries, etc., 5,111 53 
From Zenas Crane, account Museum for Insurance, 728 10 
$20,436 63 
EXPENDITURES 
Repairs Athenaeum, $198 58 
Printing, 458 55 
Salaries, 9,270 07 
Fuel and Lighting, 1,299 54 
Insurance, | 397 34 
Binding, 447 87 
Books, 1,611 66 
Newspapers and Magazines, 472 10 
Miscellaneous, 356 53 
Heat, Light, Salaries, etc., account Museum paid by Mr. Crane, 5,111 53 
Insurance account Museum paid by Mr. Crane, 428 10 
Balance Cash on Hand, 84 76 
$20,436 63 


The city appropriation is used entirely for the Athenaeum, the ex- 
penses of the Museum being defrayed by Mr. Crane. 


GEO. H. TUCKER, Treas. 


ORDINANCES 
OF THE 


CITY OF PITTSFIELD 


No. 23. An Ordinance: 


Amending Chapter XII of the Revised Ordinances entitled 
Construction of Buildings and Fire Limits 


Be 11 ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Follows: 


The first paragraph of Section 28 of Chapter XII of the 
Revised Ordinances of 1915, as amended by Ordinance No. 11, 
approved October 16, 1916, and by Ordinance No. 17, approved 
December 30, 1916, is hereby further amended by adding after 
the words “flue lining;" the words:—running the entire length 
of the chimney—so as to read as follows:— 


All chimneys shall be built of brick, stone or other fireproof 
material. The exterior walls of all brick chimneys shall be at 
least eight inches thick, or shall be at least four inches thick with 
tile flue lining running the entire length of the chimney; brick 
chimneys to have inside joints neatly struck. 

The fifth paragraph of Section 32 of Chapter XII of the 
Revised Ordinances of 1915 is hereby amended by striking out 
said paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following :— 

The roofs of buildings in the second fire district may be 
covered with shingles, provided the building otherwise conforms 
to the provisions of this Chapter. 

The next to the last paragraph of Ordinance No. 11, ap- 
proved October 16, 1916, entitled Amending Building Ordi- 
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nance, is hereby amended by striking out the word and symbol 
"15 sq.” and inserting in place thereof the words:—ten square; 
—so as to read as follows:— 


All rooms, excepting toilets, to have at least ten square feet 
of direct light and air in all buildings erected hereafter. 


Approved, June 30, 1917. 


No. 24. An Ordinance: 
Increasing Salary of City Clerk. 
Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as follows: 


That Chapter 6, Section 1, Line Six, of the Revised Ordi- 
nances, is hereby amended by striking out the words “City 
Clerk, Thirteen Hundred Dollars per annum” and substituting 
therefor the following: 


City Clerk, Sixteen Hundred Dollars per annum. 


Approved, June 30, 1917. 


No. 25. An Ordinance: 


Amending Chapter 16, Section 5 of the Revised Ordinances, 
relating to the Fire Department. 


Be 1t ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as follows: 


That Chapter 16, Section 5 of the Revised Ordinances is 
hereby amended by striking out the symbol and figure “$5” 
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where it occurs after the words “a fine of" and substituting 
therefor the symbol and figure “$1” so as to read as follows :— 


Section s. A fine of $r: shall be imposed upon any call 
fireman who fails to attend at any fire at which he 1s required to 
be present, or who fails to perform the duties of a fireman, or 
who fails to obey all orders of the Chief or foreman in charge 
at the fire. 


Approved, June 30, 1917. 


No. 26. An Ordinance: 
Increasing Salary of City Physician 


Be 11 ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as follows: 


That Chapter 6, Section r, Line ro, of the Revised Ordi- 
nances, is hereby amended by striking out the words “City 
Physician, Six Hundred Dollars per annum” and substituting 
therefor the following: 

City Physician, Nine Hundred Dollars per annum. 


Approved, June 30, 1917. 


No. 27. An Ordinance: 


| Relative to Pay of Election Officers. 


Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as follows: 


That Chapter Six of the Revised Ordinances is hereby 
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amended by striking out paragraph in the first section relative 
to election officers, and inserting the following so as to read: 


Election. Officers. Election Wardens, Clerks, and Inspec- 
tors, Seven Dollars per day for each day's actual service. 


Approved, September 24, 1917. 


No. 28. An Ordinance: 
Making Increases in Compensation in the Fire Department. 


Be 1t ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as follows: 


Section r. Section r of Chapter Six of the Revised Ordi- 
nances, amended by Ordinances, Nos. 12 and 19, is hereby fur- 
ther amended by striking out that portion of Section 1 relating 
to Fire Department and inserting in place thereof the following: 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


Chief Engineer—Seventeen Hundred and Fifty Dollars per 
annum. 


Assistant Engineer—Fifteen Hundred and Fifty Dollars per 
annum. 


Captains of Fire Stations—Each Fourteen Hundred Dollars 
per annum. 


Lieutenants—Each Thirteen Hundred Dollars per annum. 


Permanent Firemen, each: 
Nine Hundred Fifty Dollars for the first year of service. 
Ten Hundred and Fifty Dollars for the second year of service. 
Eleven Hundred and Fifty Dollars for the third year of 
service. 
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Twelve Hundred and Fifty Dollars for the fourth year of 
service, and after. 

Permanent Firemen acting as Mechanician, Thirteen Hun- 
dred Dollars per annum. 


Call Firemen, Class A, One Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars 
per annum. Also an additional compensation of forty cents 
per hour for services rendered at the place of a fire by order of 
an engineer after the apparatus has been returned to the station. 


Class B, Fifty Cents per hour during the time actually in 
attendance and in the performance of their duties as such call 
firemen. 


Provided, however, that the yearly increase for salaries of 
permanent firemen, as above set forth, and all subsequent an- 
nual increases of salaries of any fireman shall not be made, 
allowed or paid unless the fireman or firemen to be thereby bene- 
fited shall first obtain from the chief engineer and the assistant 
engineer a certificate stating that the qualifications and previous 
service of such fireman or firemen are and have been such as to 
entitle him or them to receive such an increase. 


section 2. . This Ordinance shall take effect Jan. r, 1918. 


Approved, Dec. 26, 1917. 


No. 29. An Ordinance: 
Relative to the Salary of the Sealer of Weights and Measures. 


Be zt ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as follows: 


That the compensation. to be paid to the Sealer of Weights 
and Measures be increased from Six Hundred Dollars per 
annum to Eight Hundred Dollars per annum and that the 
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words, ''Sealer of Weights and Measures, Six Hundred Dollars 
per annum” be stricken out of Section 1 of Chapter VI of the 
Revised Ordinances of 1915 and that there be inserted in place 
thereof the following :—“Sealer of Weights and Measures, Eight 
Hundred Dollars per annum.” 


Approved, Dec. 26, 1917. 


No. 30. An Ordinance: 
Increasing Salary of Superintendent of Poor. 


Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as follows: | 


That Chapter 6, Section r, Lines r2 and r3, of the Revised 
Ordinances, is hereby amended by striking out the words 
"Superintendent of Poor, Twelve Hundred Dollars per annum” 
and substituting therefor the folloiwng, 

Superintendent of Poor, Fourteen Hundred Dollars per 
annum. 


Approved, Dec. 26, 1917. 


No. 31. An Ordinance: 
Relative to the Wiring of Certain Buildings. 


Be 1t ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as follows: 


section 40 of Chapter 12 of the General Ordinances relating 
to construction of buildings as amended by Ordinance No. 3, 


339 


approved March 3, 1916, 1s hereby further amended by striking 
out the following paragraph :— 


“All factories having their own isolated electrical plants are 
hereby exempted from the provisions of this ordinance," and 
inserting in place thereof the following:— 


"All factories having their own isolated electrical plants 
are hereby exempted from the provisions of this ordinance, and 
in any factory where, in the opinion of the Inspector of Wires 
the fire risk is not unduly increased thereby, the knob and cleat 
system of wiring may be used if supervised and regularly in- 
spected by the inspectors of an insurance company authorized 
to transact this business within the Commonwealth.” 


Approved, Dec. 31, 1917. 


No. 32. An Ordinance: 


Increasing the Salary of the Superintendent of Fire Alarms and 
Police Signal System. 


Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as follows: 


Section r of Chapter VI of the Revised Ordinances as amend- 
ed by Ordinance No. 13 of 1916 1s hereby further amended by 
striking out the words—Superintendent of Fire Alarms and 
Police Signal System, Twelve Hundred Dollars per annum— 
and inserting in place thereof the following :—Superintendent of 
Fire Alarms and Police Signal System, Thirteen Hundred Fifty 
Dollars per annum. | 


This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 


Approved, Feb. 26, 1918. 
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No. 33. An Ordinance: 
Increasing the Compensation of the Reserve Police. 


Be 1t ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as follows: 


Section 1 of Chapter VI of the Revised Ordinances, as 
amended by Ordinance No. 14 of 1916, is hereby further amend- 
ed by striking out the words—Reserve Police Officers, Two and 
one-half Dollars per day when on duty—and inserting in place 
thereof the following:—Reserve Police Officers, Two and three- 
quarters Dollars per day when on duty. 


This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 


Approved, Feb. 26, 1918. 


No. 34. An Ordinance: 
Increasing the Compensation of the Public Weigher. 


Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as follows: 


Section r of Chapter VI of the Revised Ordinances is hereby 
amended by striking out the words—Public Weigher, Fifteen 
Dollars per week—and inserting in place thereof the following: 
—Public Weigher, Eighteen Dollars per week. 


This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 


Approved, Feb. 26, 1918. 
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No. 35. An Ordinance: 
Making Increases in Compensation in the Fire Department. 


Be tt ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as follows: 


Section 1. Section 1 of Chapter Six of the Revised Ordi- 
nances, amended by Ordinances, Nos. 12, 19 and 28, is hereby 
further amended by striking out that portion of Section 1 
relating to Fire Department and inserting in place thereof the 
following: 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


Chief Engineer—Seventeen Hundred and Fifty Dollars per 


annum. 
Assistant Engineer—Fifteen Hundred and Fifty Dollars per 
annum. | 
Captains of Fire Stations—Each Fourteen Hundred Dollars per 
annum. 


Lieutenants—Each Thirteen Hundred Dollars per annum. 


Permanent Firemen, each: 
Nine Hundred Fifty Dollars for the first year of service. 
Ten Hundred and Fifty Dollars for the second year of service. 
Eleven Hundred and Fifty Dollars for the third year of 
service. 
Twelve Hundred and Fifty Dollars for the fourth year of 
service, and after. 


Permanent Firemen, acting as engineers of steamers, Fifty 
Dollars per annum in addition to the compensation above pro- 
vided for. 

(Chief Engineer, Assistant Engineer, Captains of Fire 
Stations, and Mechanician mentioned hereinafter shall not be 
entitled to this additional compensation.) 
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Permanent Firemen acting as Mechanician, Thirteen Hun- 
dred Dollars per annum. 


Call Firemen, Class A, One Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars 
per annum. Also an additional compensation of forty cents 
per hour for services rendered at the place of a fire by order of 
an engineer after the apparatus has been returned to the 
station. 


Class B, Fifty Cents per hour during the time actually in 
attendance and in the performance of their duties as such call 
firemen. 


Provided, however, that the yearly increase for salaries of 
permanent firemen, as above set forth, and all subsequent 
annual increases of salaries of any fireman shall not be made, 
allowed or paid unless the fireman or firemen to be thereby 
benefited shall first obtain from the chief engineer and the 
assistant engineer a certificate stating that the qualifications 
and previous service of such fireman or firemen are and have 
been such as to entitle him or them to receive such an increase. 


section 2. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 


Approved, April 24, 1918. 


No. 36. An Ordinance: 
Relating to the Date of Tax Bills and Interest Thereon. 


Be zt ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as follows: 


That Clause 6 of Chapter V of the Revised Ordinances, as 
previously amended, is hereby further amended by striking out 
the clause “Thirtieth day of October” and inserting in place 
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thereof the clause:—first day of November, and by striking out 
the clause “Sec. 65” and inserting in place thereof the clause:— 


Sec. 85, so as to read as follows:— 


Section 6. Taxes shall become due and payable on the 
fifteenth day of October. Interest at the rate of ‘six per cent 
per annum shall be charged from the fifteenth day of October 
in the year in which same are assessed, upon all taxes which 
shall remain unpaid after the first day of November next ensu- 
ing, until the same shall be paid. 


Taxes assessed under the provisions of Sec. 85 of part 1 of 
Chapter four hundred and ninety of the General Acts of the 
year nineteen hundred and nine and amendments thereto 
shall be due and payable on the thirty-first day of December. 
If remaining unpaid after that date, interest at the rate of six 
per cent per annum shall be charged from said thirty-first day of 
December until the same shall be paid. 


Approved, June 25, 1918. 


